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The January Club Meeting was well attended at Bayland Park as well as on-line via ZOOM. 

Pete Leach gave a very entertaining and well thought-out presentation on painting model 

figures…not only in O-Scale, but in HO and N as well. We all can follow his lead and add 

some realism and action to our layouts. Again, I encourage everyone to consider providing a 

clinic or presentation. Just get in touch with JayC and he can put you on the schedule. 

Remember, the clinics/presentations do not have to be 45 minutes to an hour. We can clearly 

accommodate two to three 20 to 30 minute clinics/presentations per session. 

As I have mentioned for the last few months, the current “Hybrid Meeting” concept is really 

working well and we need to continue this concept. As discussed at the January Meeting, we 

really need to attend in-person if at all possible. We need to keep our “in-person” presence as 

high as we can to ensure that we get to keep the “Big Room”.  If we meet the 40-person in-

person goal, we can continue to support our club members (and others) who cannot attend in 

person. 

Likewise, as I mention every month, we really need to continue to support the Lone Star 

Region and especially, Division 8, especially the clinics. The next one will be held at the Tracy 

Gee Community Center on Saturday, March 12, at 10 AM. Also, remember that the 2023 LSR 

Convention will be in Temple on May 5th through May 7th. We need to attend if at all possible. 

Likewise, if you are into layout design and operations, the Indian Nations Division of the 

NMRA is hosting their Layout and Design Operations Weekend 2022 on March 18th thru 

March 20th at the Akdar Shrine Center, 2808 S Sheridan Road, Tulsa, OK, 74129. Tom Bailey 

heartily recommends your attendance. 

We need to continue to encourage the youth in model railroading. As some of you might know, 

I volunteer at the Rosenberg Railroad Museum. Seeing the look on the youngster’s faces when 

they see the model railroads, ALL SCALES, is heartwarming. As always, we need to continue 

to support JayC’s group as well. 

So, that’s it for this month! I want to wish all of my SanJac club colleagues…HAPPY 

RAILROADING! See you at the February Meeting!  

Gene 

     Thoughts From the President   By Gene Mangum  
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

Upgrading Passenger Service on the WW&F Ry. – Part 3 

In the previous two articles, I wrote how the Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway ran 2 round trip 

mixed trains between Albion in the North and Wiscasset in the South. I also covered the equipment I gathered 

to move passengers up and down the valley. The railroad now has two passenger cars to service folks traveling 

along the Sheepscot River Valley. 

Figure 1 - This short train includes the entire roster of passenger cars on my layout. The train waits at the Wiscasset station before                    
heading north to Albion. The ball signal protects the crossing at grade with the standard gauge Maine Central. 

With the equipment taken care of, it was time to work out the details of the passenger operations. There is a lot 

of historical information available to help guide me how to include passengers into the mostly freight carrying 

layout. 

According to the September 24, 1924 schedule, the first train of the day started in Albion around 6 am. The 

typical consist included the RPO/Combine No 2. The railroad carried mail for nearly its entire 38-year 

existence. The morning train included a reefer to pick up milk left on the station platforms by the local 

farmers. The rest of the train will be filled out will any freight cars moving south bound.  

Figure 2 - The morning train is ready to depart from Albion station with RPO/Combine No 2 and Milk Reefer No 65. Box car 503 carries potatoes 
grown by local farmers. The train is one of two scheduled southbound trains to depart Albion. There are two northbound trains scheduled daily. 
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The layout has 4 possible stations to service passengers. The station at Albion is at the northern end of the line 

and the starting point each morning. There is a flag stop station at Preble’s, the main station at Wiscasset, and 

the Pier Station on the Wharf in Wiscasset. 

Figure 3 – This is the track plan for the layout. There are 4 station stops on the layout. They are starting at the bottom and going 
counterclockwise: Albion Station, Preble's Flagstop, Wiscasset Station, and the station on the Wharf. 

The morning train will likely have to pause at the flag stop in Preble’s to pick up milk and mail left on the 

platform. This operation increases the travel time to Wiscasset. Passengers could also board here. The train 

crew needs to look for milk cans, mail bag, or passengers on the small platform. If any are present, they need 

to make a stop. 

Figure 4 - Cream and milk are being loaded on the reefer during the morning flag stop at Preble’s. Passengers may flag the train to board in either 
direction. This extra activity keeps the train crew on its toes! Empty cans will be dropped off by the last northbound train of the day. 
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The key passenger stop on the railroad is at Wiscasset station. Here passengers can connect with the standard 

gauge Maine Central branch running between Rockland and Portland. There is a short boardwalk connecting 

the Narrow-Gauge line with the Standard Gauge railroad. I often wonder what it was like for those poor souls 

running between the stations on a blustery winter day! 

Figure 5 - The morning train has arrived at Wiscasset Station. Passengers can connect with the standard gauge Maine Central using the wooden 
walkway to the left of the station. The Maine Central crosses the Narrow-Gauge going from left to right in the photo. 

I included a sizeable wharf on the south end of my layout to serve as a scenic element, showing off my 

schooner and steamship models and a Pier Station with its distinctive octagonal tower with a “witch’s hat” 

roof. This station served as the connection between passenger steamships arriving at the wharf and the 

WW&F Railroad. I found an historical reference to a steamship line connecting with the Narrow Gauge at the 

wharf. Although the service had ended before the 1925-era I model, I couldn’t resist adding another stop for 

the passenger trains. I included one stop per day for passengers to connect with the steamship: SALICIA. This 

vessel carried passengers along the Maine coast, like the bus lines of the mid-20th century.  

Figure 6 - The steamship SALICIA has arrived at the wharf, allowing passengers to connect with the WW&F. A family from Portland waits on the 
upper foredeck as the SALICIA ties up at the dock. Coach 12 from the Narrow Gauge is on the siding behind the Pier Station. Soon the connecting 

passengers will board and head north for Albion. 
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The train crew needs to bring the coach or combine down the wharf and push it onto the Pier Station track on 

the wharf. Locomotives are not allowed onto the wharf because of their weight. The crew will need to collect 

the passenger car from the wharf and add it to the northbound. The afternoon trains do not need to connect at 

the wharf but will move between Albion and Wiscasset. 

Figure 7 - The conductor is loading passengers onto Coach 12. They arrived on the SALICIA and will use the railroad to travel north to other 
stations along the Sheepscot Valley. Locomotive No 3 will add the coach to the train before departing for Albion. 

The last train is a northbound that ties up in Albion. The crew will need park the locomotive in the engine 

house. 

Adding a variety of passenger traffic on the layout has increased the complexity and the fun on this small 

railroad. Using historical information, with a bit of modeler’s license brings a level of realism. This is still 
mainly a freight hauling railroad. I still need to build more flat cars and lumber loads to fill out the roster, so 
it’s Back to the Bench for me! 

      Mark’s Minute           By Mark Couvillion 
 

Last month we mentioned using Clear Fingernail Polish for insulating the points of non-DCC-Friendly 

turnouts.  There are other convenient uses for this liquid that married guys should be able to find at home!  Be 

sure to put it back so you don’t get in trouble using it!!! 

Repair or make light lenses with a drop of clear fingernail polish.  I have installed 402 LEDs (0.040” x 0.020”) 

in the plastic molded back-up lights on certain F-unit shells.  How many of those tiny lights have you ever 

seen working?!   I drilled out the center of the molded light fixture to accommodate the magnet wire of the 

LEDs then expanded just the outside of the hole for the LED to fit inside the recess.  I needed a lens to cover 

and protect the LED.  Once the LED was secured inside the shell with tape on the wires, and was shown to 

function properly, I put a tiny drop of clear fingernail polish on the surface of the LED in the recessed hole.  

After letting it dry for at least 15 minutes to secure it in the hole, I added another small drop to assure full 

coverage and try to achieve a smooth, believable rounded surface lens.  Looks great and my F-units, both A 

and B, have working lights in both directions.  (Ever seen an F-unit Booster being hostled with working 

lights?  Before I installed mine, neither had I!) 

Next Month  - More on Using Clear Fingernail Polish  
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In our previous discussion of “The Blue Streak Merchandise”, we followed the evolution of the train from its 

inception in 1931 through the 1950s.  In this edition of our series, we will continue with the history of this 

train and her sister trains from the 1960s through the early 1990s.  

The 1960s saw significant changes in the various “Blue Streak” trains ranging from the introduction of second

-generation diesels to power these trains, higher train speed, and expedited handling of the trains at major 

terminals.  The basic operating philosophy became don’t overload the train (50 cars maximum east of San 

Antonio and 60 cars maximum west of San Antonio) and don’t under-power the train, which meant basically 

one locomotive for every ten cars.       

Higher horsepower, turbocharged locomotives became the name of the game in the motive power world in the 

1960s.  Beginning with the EMD GP-20 around 1960 and on to the higher horsepower GP-30s, GP-35s and, 

finally, the 3,600 horsepower SD-45s in 1965, these locomotives, along with General Electric U-25Bs and 

larger U-33Cs, provided the necessary horsepower to keep the “Blue Streak” trains operating on schedule. 

More horsepower meant higher train speed which was essential in meeting the demands of rail shippers, 

especially the west coast auto plants, which required dependable schedules for meeting production schedules.  

On May 1, 1961, the schedule for the BSM was reduced from 52 hours to 50.5 hours.  The time from Illmo, 

MO to Corsicana, TX was reduced to 14 hours and 50 minutes.  The 880 miles between Corsicana to El Paso 

was cut to 16.5 hours at an average speed of 53.3 mph. 

This meant that the run from Corsicana to Hearne needed to be made in 80 minutes, which in turn required 

raising the speed limit to 65 mph and later 70 mph in an effort to meet the reduced time.  The reality was that 

trains had to exceed these speed limits in order to achieve the 80-minute run.  However, it was eventually 

determined that a 3.5 HP/Ton ratio would enable engineers to meet this requirement without exceeding the 70-

mph speed limit. 

The improved handling of trains at major terminals was also a major focus for operating department 

personnel.  For example, at Pine Bluff, AR a maximum of 20 minutes time was established to inspect the train, 

change motive power, and add cars from Memphis and other connections.  Three switch engines were 

assigned to add cars in as many as six total blocks for west coast destinations.        

At San Antonio, a maximum of 10 minutes was allowed to inspect the train, utilizing 10 car inspectors, 

changing power, and adding a block of cars from Houston to the rear of the train.  Two switch engines were 

used to handle the addition of this block, one pulling the caboose and one adding the cars. 

Further west at Tuscan, AZ, a mainline fuel rack was added in 1966 to eliminate removing power and moving 

to and from the roundhouse for refueling purposes.  

A change in train names also occurred in the early 1960s when in May of 1961 “The Motor Special” became 

“The Advanced Blue Streak Merchandise” or ABSM.  This train mainly carried Western Freight Association 

merchandise along with Ford and American Motors autos to the west coast.   

In March of the following year, “The Memphis Blue Streak Merchandise” or MBSM was added to the list of 

Blue Streak trains, but in name only.  The train actually originated in East St. Louis, IL and did not actually 

run from Memphis until 17 years later. 

On May 28, 1964, the first “Texas Streak South” or TSS and the “Texas Streak North” or TSN began 

operation between East St. Louis and Houston via Shreveport, LA.  The schedule called for a 20.5-hour run, 

but the SSW and the SP could not meet the schedule, which was eventually padded by several hours. 
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From the mid-1960s on, traffic continued to grow and the curse of all railroads began to haunt the SP, which 

was a shortage of motive power.  The SP would have had adequate power if they had not been operating trains 

on expedited schedules over long routes.  Extra power is needed to get trains to top speed quickly and then 

maintain that speed when grades are encountered.  The SP also had considerable eastbound traffic to move on 

expedited schedules.  Trains such as “The Colton Block”, “Merchandise Special East” and the “SSE” also 

needed extra horsepower to make up for time lost in meeting the various “Streak” trains. 

Not only was a lack of horsepower per ton an issue, but also increased terminal time at points such as Pine 

Bluff, AR began to affect the schedules.  Time spent in Pine Bluff increased from 20 minutes to an average of 

88 minutes in the last half of November, 1968.  As we will see as we continue our discussion, Pine Bluff will 

play a pivotal role, both positively and negatively, during the next decade and beyond. 

The 1970s would prove to be a most interesting and challenging decade for SSW-SP and railroads in general.  

While the decade began with a strong economy, the country would find itself in a deep recession beginning in 

1974.  This recession would affect the SSW-SP drastically, including the various “Streak” trains that ran over 

the railroads. 

In June of 1970, General Motors finally got its wish for a train of their own, eventually known as “The Auto 

Parts West”.  While it only lasted a couple of months due to a major strike at GM, it would return to operation 

in December, 1970.  This train actually originated at Pine Bluff, AR rather than the SSW Valley Junction Yard 

at East St. Louis.  This was the result of the SSW now avoiding the congestion at East St. Louis by utilizing 

“run-through” trains from the Penn Central, B&O and N&W, as well as “run-through” trains from the IC, 

Southern and L&N via Memphis.  All of these trains now terminated in Pine Bluff where the various “Streak” 

trains were built. 

With heavy auto parts traffic, as well as other merchandise for west coast destinations, Pine Bluff by 1971 

would be originating not only the Auto Parts West, but also a First, Second and Third Blue Streak 

Merchandise.  As these trains did not handle empty cars, a First and Second “Advanced Blue Streak 

Merchandise” also originated at Pine Bluff.  By 1972, Pine Bluff was in total chaos and getting trains out in an 

expeditious manner was a challenge for operating gurus such as Rollin Bredenberg and future SP President, 

Rob Krebs.  Nevertheless, trains did get out headed for SP rails at Corsicana. 

From Corsicana to El Paso, the various trains were controlled by the SP San Antonio Division, which had 

totally different operating conditions than the Cotton Belt.  The only major terminal was San Antonio and 

elsewhere was just open running with no CTC or frequent long sidings for passing trains.  The 59-mile 

segment between Hearne and Giddings on The Dallas-San Antonio Cutoff” (DALSA) did not even have 

automatic block signals and was true “dark territory”. 

Dispatchers handled roughly 300 miles with stations as much as 70 miles apart, which meant for interesting 

dispatching with inferior trains expected to be “in the clear” at least 30 minutes ahead of the BSM trains.  

With three westbound BSM sections sometimes no more than 45 minutes apart, one could tie up other trains 

for miles waiting on the BSMs.    

In order to handle the gridlock and dispatcher workload more efficiently, new 24-hours-a-day train order 

offices were opened to reduce the length of dispatcher districts and facilitate more efficient train movement.  

The dispatchers now worked basically one crew district. 

The increased number of westbound trains also began to affect SP perishable traffic which, by 1971, had 

Colton Block schedules increased by 13 hours between Colton, CA and East St. Louis.  In May of 1971, 34 
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perishable trains operated over the Sunset Route through Texas and all faced serious delays as they moved 

over the system.   

Another train, “The Merchandise Special East”, or MSE, was a piggyback train that operated from Los 

Angeles to East St. Louis and carried forwarder traffic as well as U.S. Mail.  This train had 9.5 hours added to 

its schedule between El Paso and East St. Louis, which did not bode well with either carloading companies or 

the U.S. Post Office and formal complaints were made.  When passenger train operations were turned over to 

Amtrak on May 1, 1971, even eastbound Amtrak trains were considered inferior to the westbound BSM trains, 

until Amtrak sued the SP over this issue. 

SP’s forest products business was also “booming” in the early 1970s and an eastbound lumber train was 

established from Eugene, OR to Pine Bluff, AR sometimes running in two sections.  Rather than running the 

train over the Overland Route and interchanging with the UP at Ogden, UT, SP management chose to run the 

train over the Sunset Route on a 108-hour schedule, which was also rarely met due to heavy westbound traffic.  

Again, major lumber shippers on the west coast complained or simply rerouted their shipments over other 

routes. 

By mid-1972, slow track orders had begun to affect performance and, by late 1973, reality had begun to set in 

for the SP.  A campaign to improve track conditions and counter the large number of derailments, especially 

east of El Paso, resulted in slow orders being issued over hundreds of miles of track.  While ultimately 

improving operations, when the work was being done, trains ran into additional delays.  New CTC and welded 

rail between Sierra Blanca, TX and Flatonia, TX would also improve traffic flow over the long run, but, in the 

meantime, also led to delays while these projects were underway.    

To complicate matters, by late 1974, a recession hit the country as SP lumber and automobile car loadings 

declined 23 and 43 percent respectively.  The SSW and the SP exchanged as few as three trains a day at 

Corsicana and seldom more than four.  Track maintenance was basically suspended and around 350 

locomotives placed in storage.  Locomotive maintenance was also reduced, which would result in even greater 

problems later as the economy recovered.   

In 1976 as the economy returned in a “boom-like” fashion, especially along the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 

with petrochemicals leading the way, the SP was in no way prepared for this rapid change and increase in 

business.  Not one new locomotive was delivered from 1975 to 1978, where at least 100 new units a year were 

needed to keep the trains moving.  Needless to say, locomotive shortages would drastically affect the various 

BSM trains throughout the end of the 1970s. 

As an aside to our discussion, it should be mentioned that on February 3, 1974, the nomenclature of SP freight 

trains changed to a five-letter symbol as a result of a new computer system being used by the railroad.  The 

first two letters indicated the origin point for the train, the second two letters the destination of the train and 

the fifth letter the type of train.  The only exception to this new nomenclature by edict of the company 

president was that the BSM would now be known as “Blue Streak Merchandise Freight Forwarder” or 

BSMFF.   

In the midst of all of the gloom of the 1970s, there was a bright spot that should be mentioned at this time.  

Earlier in our discussion it was mentioned that the Memphis Blue Streak Merchandise was a train in name 

only that did not actually originate in Memphis.  However, on March 8, 1979 the Memphis Blue Streak 

Merchandise Forwarder or MBSMF made its inaugural run from Memphis to Los Angeles with United Parcel 

Service trailers. 
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As the decade of the 1970s rolled into the 1980s, major changes in SP operations would take place, drastically 

affecting the Blue Streak trains.  One notable event was that of bringing the BSM schedule in line with reality.  

The new running time from East St. Louis to Los Angeles would now be 56.5 hours, a schedule that could 

hopefully be met with the consistency that customers wanted.   

With the deregulation of the railroads in 1980, it became obvious that the railroad with the most direct route 

and lowest operating costs would be the winner in the new railroad economic environment.  After years of 

unsuccessful negotiations with the Missouri Pacific for a route for SSW-SP west coast trains over the old T&P 

route from Ft. Worth through Big Spring, TX to Sierra Blanca, TX and then back on to the SP Sunset Route to 

the west coast, the SP finally gave up on this idea and purchased the Rock Island St. Louis-Tucumcari line, 

which was formally approved in June, 1980. 

The first official Blue Streak train did not run over the new route until January of 1983, when the BSMFF with 

59 cars ran on a new 51-hour schedule from East St. Louis to Los Angeles, basically third morning delivery 

for west coast customers.  Unfortunately, this schedule did not last long and the trains were soon back to an 

actual 60-hour schedule, primarily due to delays in getting the trains from East St. Louis to Kansas City   In 

addition, traffic actually decreased over time, as eastern railroads determined that East St. Louis was no longer 

a viable gateway for their traffic.                

In 1981, the SP had envisioned four trains each way on the new East St. Louis-Kansas City corridor, but never 

reached this goal.  Instead, the Blue Streak Merchandise Freight Forwarder (BSMFF) and the Auto Part West 

(now the APLAA) ran westbound and the Los Angeles-East St. Louis Trailers (LAEST and formerly the 

Merchandise Special East) and the Bay Area Alton & Southern Manifest (BAASY) ran eastbound.  The 

APLAA was gone by 1985 as General Motors business deteriorated.   

By mid-1986, the BSMFF reached a point where it now handled the traffic that once moved on the APLAA 

and was a significant train when it actually ran.  Unfortunately, when the GM Plant at Van Nuys, CA was 

down, the train did not even run.  In September of 1985, the train only ran eight times and was then inferior to 

a Burlington Northern run-through train that was allowed a 70-mph speed, while the BSMFF could only run 

65 mph.   

Other “Streak” trains were also being downgraded as the 1980s reached the end of the decade.  Both “The 

Dallas Streak” and “The Texas Streak” operated on longer schedules and no longer carried the “Blue Streak” 

name.  The “Advanced Blue Streak Merchandise” was also discontinued at an earlier time. 

By the late 1980s “The Memphis Blue Streak Merchandise Forwarder” became the “hot train” on the railroad, 

primarily due to intermodal traffic moving over the Memphis Gateway.  There was little or no competition via 

Memphis and this train with heavy UPS trailer traffic soon became the highest profit train on the railroad.  The 

BSMFF remained a close second with GM traffic and trailers.  Memphis to Los Angeles and traffic via New 

Orleans and west over the Sunset Route became the primary corridors for SP by the late 1980s. 

Another significant development during the 1980s was the SP involvement with the movement of containers, 

both single and double stack.  The SP pioneered the movement of single stack containers on conventional 

flatcars which moved on SP trains from Los Angeles to Houston, New Orleans and Memphis.  Working with 

ACF, the SP developed the single well-car, which eventually led to three and five unit articulated well car sets.  

In 1985, the SP had a contract with NYK Lines to run double stack trains via the Golden State Route from Los 

Angeles to Kansas City.  By mid-1986, the SP had contracts with eight steamship companies to operate double 

stack trains once or twice a week to eastern destinations.   
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The movement of containers back to the west coast ultimately had a negative impact on “Blue Streak” trains 

as shippers began developing domestic business at attractive back-haul rates.  This traffic cut into the 

movement of trailers on flatcars that had typically moved on the BSMFF and the MBSMF and led to the new 

business model for the SP, which featured heavy double-stack intermodal traffic. 

By early 1987, the “Blue Streak” ceased operation west of Kansas City.  An additional factor in the demise of 

these trains was the approaching merger of the SP and the Santa Fe.  The Santa Fe would utilize its 

transcontinental route and have no need for the SP Tucumcari line over which the “Streaks” operated.  It 

appeared that these trains had finally outlived their purpose and would soon disappear from the rail industry. 

While this story could have ended here, along came General Motors with a request for bids on auto parts 

traffic for the Van Nuys, CA plant.  By building a new piggyback ramp adjacent to the auto plant, the SSW-SP 

secured the contract for both boxcar and trailer auto parts traffic and, with a minor change in the schedule, the 

BSMFF was back in business.   

As the 1980s came to an end, the SP continued to survive even after the failed merger with the Santa Fe and 

the acquisition of the SP by the Rio Grande, which finally led to the long-sought goal of the SSW-SP for 

access to Chicago.  Through a series of actions leading to several new routes, the “Blue Steak” would now 

offer service all the way from Chicago to the west coast and into another decade would remain one of the 

country’s premier freight trains. 

The “do whatever it takes” attitude of SSW-SP operating personnel with schedule adjustments, new blocking 

assignments, and other criteria changed on an almost weekly basis as the 1990s began.  Into 1991, the “Blue 

Streak” trains rolled on solidifying their claim as the fastest and longest running American freight train.   

If you are interested in digging deeper into the “Blue Streak” story, I would recommend the book “Blue Streak 
Merchandise” by Fred W. Frailey.   

MBSMF at Mescal, AZ on October 3, 1990.  Photo by Steve Jessup. 
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As discussed in Part 1 of this series, there are many railroad owned structures along the Mystic Branch. Part 1 

discussed the stations and support structures in Mystic. In Part 2, here, the combination station and support 

structures in Val Verde are discussed. In Part 3, the engine service facility and other support structures will be 

discussed. 

B a c k g r o u n d  
As mentioned in part 1, not all small towns in Texas have or had separate freight stations. For example, on the 

Mystic Branch, Val Verde has a combination passenger/freight station. Mystic, however, being a larger town, 

has separate independent passenger and freight stations. During the time frame that I model, the Val Verde 

combination station primarily served as a passenger station. It did, however also receive some LCL shipments. 

Primarily, the team track alongside the station was used by local customers and the SP Railroad for full 

carload shipments rather than LCL movements.  

V a l  V e r d e  C o m b i n ati o n  S t ati o n  
As mentioned above, the Val Verde combination station primarily served as a passenger station. It also 

received some LCL shipments on the team track on the parking lot side of the station. However, the team track 

alongside the station was mostly used by local customers and the SP Railroad for full carload shipments rather 

than LCL movements. Figure 1 shows an “aerial” view of the station. The “main” is toward the top of the 

photograph and the team track toward the bottom. 

Figure 1 - "Aerial" View of the Val Verde Combination Station 

The station was built from a Fine Scale Miniatures kit, # 70 – Flagstop Station. Fine Scale Miniatures kits are 

beautifully designed and gratifying to build. I did modify the station platform area somewhat to fit in the area 

between the main and the team track. I removed a rounded portion of the platform to fit the incoming curved 

main track. On the team track side, a “curb” was built between the track and the paved parking lot to contain 

the ballast. The foundation was supported by a series of timbers. As shown in this view the freight platform 

was placed alongside the team track side of the platform.  

The Kit had the roof over the passenger waiting area supported by single posts. I modified this approach by 

using four columns supporting the canopy roof; two in the middle and two at the end. Figure 2 is an oblique 

view from the passenger waiting area end that shows this modification. It also shows the platform foundation 

support timbers. 
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Figure 2 - View of the Val Verde Combination Station showing the roof support modifications 

 

Aside from these modifications, I constructed the remainder of the kit pretty much according to the plans and 

instructions. Figures 3 and 4 show more detailed views of the station and the freight platform. 

 Figure 3 - Val Verde Station Freight Platform        Figure 4 - Val Verde Station Details 

As with the Mystic stations, I stayed with the green and yellow color scheme. Fortunately, when I built this 

station I could still get some Floquil paints, so I was able to use the same Depot Olive and Reefer Yellow 

scheme used for the other stations. The chimney was painted a dark red color, again, likely with Floquil Box 

Car Red. As with the other brick structures, the mortar was simulated by brushing on a whitish grey color and 

then quickly wiping it off from the faces of the bricks. I did add an interior to the office area, adding some 

modicum of furniture…a desk, a clock, and filing cabinets. Likewise, the freight room door was modeled 

partially open so merchandize in the freight room could be seen. I added some small details such as nut/bolt/

washer castings to the platform support structure and some “nail” impressions on the siding. As with the 
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Mystic Passenger Station, I generated the Val Verde sign using my computer and mounted it using my standard technique. The 

station platform was stained with Testors CREATEFX Driftwood. I had built the freight platform earlier and 

stained it with a much diluted India ink solution. Most of the details such as the scales, trash cans, the mail 

box, bulletin board, passenger platform benches, etc. are part of the kit. Most of the freight articles are pieces 

of strip wood with paper labels from the kit. I believe that the baggage carts are from the Atlas Passenger 

Station kit. 

V a l  V e r d e  S p e e d e r  S h e d  
The Val Verde Speeder Shed was built from a Campbell Kit, # 403. The shed is situated on the lead track to 

the Valley Aggregates sidings. As with all of the Campbell kits that I have constructed over the years, the kit 

is excellent and generates a beautiful model. Since I don’t have a model speeder, I modelled the shed with the 

door closed. The track going into the shed is a small section of Atlas Code 83 flex track. Figure 5 shows an 

oblique view of the shed. 

Figure 5 - Val Verde Speeder Shed 

The shed was constructed according to the plans. The walls are constructed with simulated 6” tongue & 

groove siding. The corner trim simulates 1” x 6” lumber. The rafter tails were made from scale 2” x 6” strip 

wood. The door frame is also made from scale 2” x 6” strip wood. The roof of the shed and the small annex as 

well as the door are cardstock covered with Campbell’s superb corrugated metal. I cut the roofing into scale 

24” widths and layered overlapping sections of roofing material to cover the roofs of the shed and the annex. 

Again, I was able to paint the shed structure with Floquil Reefer Yellow. The roofs were stained with Testors 

CreateFX enamel rust stain. I did add some “nail” impressions on the siding. The shed is actually mounted on 

a section of roadbed cork covered with ballast. The figure in the foreground is likely from Walthers. 

Well, that’s it for this month. Part 3, featuring the Kerrville structures will be in the Derail next month.  
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    Derail Archives May 2003     Submitted by Richard Louvet 

 

The Caboose Ride 
 

by Bob Dannenbrink 
 

How did you celebrate your birthday? My son, Steve, thought he would make my July birthday 

celebration something special and how better to do that than a ride in a caboose? 

Naturally the thought turns to the Cumbres & Toltec since their cabooses have been available and the ride 

is spectacular. Steve contacted the CATS a year ago but was told that their 2002 schedule was not ready. 

Although they promised to call when it was, no word came. Subsequent calls went unanswered or with 

vague replies about the railroad. The Friends of the CATS had taken over the operations but were evidently 

poorly organized. 

In March, Steve contacted the Santa Fe Southern Railway about the caboose on their Scenic Day Train. He 

found their people very accommodating and prompt in making the arrangements. Once the date was set, we 

studied a bit of the history of this line. The Santa Fe Railroad reached its name- sake town on February 9, 

1880, to be properly welcomed by flowing speeches and a parade.1  Since impossible mountain ranges 

precluded the location of Santa Fe on the main line, it was relegated to branch line status, departing from the 

main line at Lamy. The Santa Fe operated the branch until March 13, 1992, when they sold it to the Santa 

Fe Southern Railway. On July 8, Joyce and I met Steve and family, our daughter Laura and her family in 

Santa Fe in anticipation of the big event. The next day our group of nine made it early to the station, a 

typical Santa Fe mission style with tile roof. In addition to excursion tickets, they sell souvenir items and 

have a fair supply of model railroad stuff. 

We checked the train, an odd combination of equipment. The engine, Santa Fe Southern 93, looked like a 

GP 7, but with the designation "GP 16" on the frame. The bearded engineer told us that it had started life in 

1952 as a Seaboard jeep, but had been rebuilt, where or when not certain. The engine is not turned and 

always heads towards Santa Fe, so it was running long hood first. SFS is a working railroad and to prove 

it the first car was center beam flat. Next car was a Central of New Jersey commuter coach, then SFS 99, 

a flat with side rails for standees, followed by a dome-lounge corrugated stainless steel with no name and 

then our caboose! 

All nine family members climbed aboard and the conductor, a young lady in jeans, came around with 

instructions. She dropped grates over the step wells and fastened chains over the ends so that each end 

could be used as an observation platform She handed me a two way radio to keep in touch with her and 

the engineer. Although the caboose was lettered on the outside as "SFS 562" there were several stenciled 

"ATSF 999562" on the inside. It was indeed a standard Athearn Santa Fe caboose. 

As birthday children, Frances and I had first turn in the cupola. Soon the radio sounded "caboose 

ready?" and we replied "caboose ready". We crossed several busy streets and waved to the waiting cars as 

caboose people ought to do. The Santa Fe area has great scenery, and the cupola is a fine place to view it. 

We made sure that all aboard got a chance to enjoy the ride from that view point. The track was in good 

condition, with many curves and a grade drop of 500 feet from Santa Fe to Lamy and they make the run 

in about 90 minutes. There is a large shaded picnic ground next to the Lamy station and we enjoyed lunch 

while the train crew was busy. They switched out the center beam flat and picked up BNSR 760541, a 60 

ft. box car. Lamy has a small yard which we explored, and Steve took a picture of me leaning against a 

sign that read "derail”. We had hoped to see the Southwest Limited or at least a freight, but no luck. Most 

traffic takes the Belen cut off though the Texas Panhandle because of the easier grade. 
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 The caboose with Bob, Frances, Joyce, and Cynthia 

 
Several long blasts of the horn persuaded us to get back on the caboose, chasing out the infidels who 

thought the caboose was open for them. The engine now pointed short hood first and the caboose was 

immediately behind. The trip back was good, and everyone got cupola time. It was almost as much fun 

riding the caboose platform and watching the engine rock and roll. The SFS yard in Santa Fe has an 

assortment of coaches, cabooses and freight cars in various stages of restoration and another GP 7.We 

stopped in the station for a few souvenirs and the manager presented me with several pins as a birthday 

present! We left for dinner, a happy bunch of railroaders for a day. 

We were glad that we had not obtained reservations on the CATS since they had been prohibited from 

operations because of fire danger. 

On our way home we went south to route 60 then east to Clovis. This parallels the Santa Fe and is a 

grandstand to a parade of trains! 

The Santa Fe Southern operates daily, year around. In addition to the regular trains, they operate many 

special runs. We would certainly recommend a ride on the Santa Fe Southern anytime you are in the Santa 

Fe area. We even recommend that you go there on purpose to do that! 

 

 

Editor’s note: Skyrailway can be reached at https://skyrailway.com/adventures. They have switched to 

themed rides and events. The Santa Fe Southern colors are gone.  

1. New Mexico's Railroads by David F. Myrick, page 7 

https://skyrailway.com/adventures
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy February       

Birthdays! 

Don Formanek  
At Friendship Force gathering (pre-COVID) 

NOTE: To share your birthday, anniversary, wedding, retirement or any milestones with your San Jac family, please email to 

d.gatohogno@gmail.com before the 14th of the month to be included in the next Celebration Corner edition of Derail . 

Pete Leach MMR 
with award-winning layout 

Andrew Nairn 

Bob Sandhaas 
with wife, Anne 

JayC Williams  
with Shane and their nieces 
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   Greater Houston Train Show  By Steve Sandifer MMR 
 

Greater Houston Train Show 
February 12, 2022 

Pasadena Convention Center, 7902 Fairmont Parkway, Pasadena 
10:00 – 4:30 

  
We are less than a month away from the Greater Houston Train Show. Everything is new this year, so we had 
better not take anything for granted. First our location – we are at the Pasadena Convention Center for the 
first time. As with the last two venues, it is outside of Beltway 8. Take Beltway 8 East to Fairmont Parkway 
and travel east to 7902. It is just across the street from San Jacinto College. Red Bluff Road is on the west.   
 
Our date this year is the 2nd Saturday of February, the 12th.  We prefer the third weekend, but it was not 
available in 2022. We are confirmed for February 18, 2023 and February 17, 2024.  
 
Pasadena will present new opportunities for us. There are two ticket windows on the outside of the building, 
so our guests will purchase their tickets before entering the facility. Our registration folks will need to meet 
our guests at the door to make sure they have tickets. The spacious foyer will have room for eight tables: San 
Jac, Div 8, Operation LifeSaver, National Railway Historical Society, Railway and Locomotive Historical 
Society, Great Northern Historical Society, All Points North and the Rosenberg Railroad Museum. The 
concessionaire will also have a large serving window for a wider food selection than in Stafford. Accessible 
from the foyer are three rooms, two for clinics and one for the contests. 
 
The main hall is a multi-purpose room that will hold all of the vendors, display layouts, and other local club 
tables. 159 vendor tables have been sold – we are sold out. 
 
Our chairmen for this year are: Gene Mangum: Advertising and Clinics; Mike Brignac and Chris Tolley: Club 
Sales Table; Contest: Kelly Russell; Layouts: Bob Barnett; Registration: Dick Louvet; Vendors: Robert 
Ashcraft. At this time no decision has been made about the switching layout. 
 
Sign up lists will be available at the February meeting, so come prepared to volunteer. 
Join us to make this a great Greater Houston Train Show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the info for the 2022 Layout Design and Operations Weekend.  

https://www.ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/  

 

   Tulsa, Oklahoma 2022 LDOP   By Steve Sandifer MMR 

https://www.ldopsigmeet.tulsanmra.org/
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     January Minutes    Submitted by Richard Louvet  
 

Gene Mangum called the hybrid meeting to order. 
There were no visitors. 
 
Clinic 
Pete Leach presented a clinic on painting and 
positioning model figures on his O scale layout. 

JayC Williams has clinicians through March but needs 
clinics beyond that. Volunteers are needed for cookies 
and punch. 

Treasurer’s Report 
The December 31 bank balance was $17,589,67. The 
income in November and December was $1420 from 
table receipts for next year’s show, and a $198 in 
donations from the Christmas party. Expenditures 
included $1719 for venue rental for the upcoming Train 
Show, $1050 catering expenses for the Christmas party, 
and $349 for layout tour printing. 
 
Lone Star Region/Division 8 
Phil Stewart announced that the Division 8 clinics have 
moved to the Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 
Westcenter Dr, Houston, TX 77042. Do not forget the 
2022 LSR convention in Temple in May, including the 
LSR board meeting. www.lsr2022.org  Please check the 
LSR website for the latest info on clinics.  
https://www.lonestarregion.com/ 

Membership Committee 
Divina Gato-Hogno mentioned that the Facebook page 
gets requests for helping to dispose of used model 
equipment. Since the club cannot easily accept these 
donations, the consensus was to refer the requestor to 
Papa Ben’s or G & G for appraisal or consignment. In 
general, model railroads are a poor investment. 
 
Our Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.com/San-
Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/ 
Our Twitter is: https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 
Our Groups.io is: SJMRRC@Groups.io 
 
Train Show 
Steve Sandifer said we have reserved the Pasadena 
Convention Center for February 17, 2024. 
 

A sign-up sheet was passed around with 
underwhelming results. Please email Steve if you can 
volunteer. Waiting until the February meeting is only 
11 days before the show – not enough time for the 
various chairs to plan. 
 
We have sold 170 vendor tables, up from 140 last year. 
 
Mike Brignac will run the club table this year. Contact 
him for forms and requirements. 

We still have club business cards for any member that 
needs them. 

The club thanked Bob Sabol and Divina Hogno for their 
work on the Christmas Party. Chuck Lind moved, and 
Phil Stewart seconded a motion to reimburse them for 
any expenses. 

Old Business 
There was a discussion to reinstate the “Show and Tell” 
Zoom sessions which were well received. There was a 
request to vary the day of the week they are scheduled. 
 
New Business 
Gene expressed concern over the low in-person 
attendance at the monthly meetings. We may lose use 
the Bayland auditorium if less than 40 people 
consistently show up. In addition, much is lost over 
Zoom in terms of fellowship and inclusion. Gene 
suggested the club consider limiting Zoom invites to 
those members with health, distance or short term 
conflicts. 

Pete Leach moved and Craig Brantley seconded a 
motion to spend up to $1500 to purchase a computer 
and associated peripherals capable of supporting our 
Zoom needs and a club Zoom license. David Paul and 
Dick Louvet will coordinate on the purchase. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Respectively submitted, 
Dick Louvet 
Secretary  

David Paul’s Layout Featured on YouTube      Submitted by Steve Sandifer 
 

The current NMRA Turntable features  
David Paul’s layout. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kobIO8G7J0 

http://www.lsr2020.org/
https://www.lonestarregion.com/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kobIO8G7J0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kobIO8G7J0
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Now In-Person and ONLINE  
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Sabol-Brogoitti 

terri74@gmail.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

 

Thermite Welding 

  

The Derail — February 2022 

President:  Gene Mangum  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: JayC Williams 

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  David Paul  

dbpaul32@yahoo.com 

Past President: Kelly Russell  MMR 

krussl@yahoo.com 

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1         

AT 7PM 

HYBRID MEETING: ONLINE AND IN-PERSON 

“WHAT DO YOU SEE”  

BY KELLY RUSSELL  

 

 

 

Refreshments:  

Jim Hinds 

(drinks and cookies) 
 

MEMBERS: CHECK YOUR UPCOMING EMAIL FOR 

DETAILS AND THE LINK FOR THE ONLINE OPTION.  

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  

Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkzXYiLg2WI
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:dbpaul32@yahoo.com
mailto:krussl@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkzXYiLg2WI

