
Thoughts from the President          by Gene Mangum 
 

As I am sure most of you are aware, in April and May of this year the Model Railroading Community lost 
one of our Outstanding Couples, the Freitags. In late April Virginia passed and in then during mid- May, 
Gil passed away. So, a joint issue of the Derail (June and July 2022) dedicated to their memory will be 
published. What a wonderful and talented couple; they will be missed by all. Now, back to more 
mundane subjects. 

At the May Meeting Bob Holzweiss gave a marvelous presentation regarding the George Bush Museum 
on the Texas A&M campus in College Station. Very well done and entertaining. As usual, I encourage 
everyone to consider providing a clinic or presentation. Just get in touch with JayC and he can put you 
on the schedule. I believe that he has clinics well into 2023, but still consider preparing one and 
presenting it to the club. 

The May Club Meeting was well attended at Bayland Park as well as on-line via ZOOM – 41 at Bayland 
and 22 on ZOOM. Unfortunately, the ZOOM component failed early in the Meeting. The Board is 
currently working on a solution to this unfortunate condition. We will repair the “Hybrid Meeting” 
concept so that people that cannot attend in-person can still participate. As usual, however, I will keep 
on reiterating that we need to keep our “in-person” presence as high as we can to ensure that we get to 
keep the “Big Room”.   

As I mention every month, we really need to continue to support the Lone Star Region and, for sure, 
Division 8, especially the clinics. The next one is scheduled for some time in July. The 2022 LSR 
Convention held in Temple on May 6th through May 7th was well attended and worth the trip. Very 
entertaining clinics covering many subjects.  
 
So, that’s it for this month! I want to wish all of my SanJac club colleagues…HAPPY RAILROADING! See 
you at the June Meeting! 
 
Gene 

  



Jim Lofland Remembered:                                                                                               
Submitted by Bob Barnett  

Several of us received emails recently informing us of the passing of Jim Lofland of Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. Many newer members may not know Jim, but he had a long involvement with the San Jacinto 
Model Railroad Club. He was an active member in the 1970’s and displayed his layout on the Layout tour 
in those days. He lived on Latma Street in Houston which is South of Papa Ben’s across Bray’s Bayou 
before you reach the South Loop. 

Jim was employed  in the design and construction of energy facilities and later relocated to the Baton 
Rouge area. In the 1990’s he spent much of his work week in Houston and attended the San Jac 
Meetings on a regular basis. So regular that he was elected the President in 1997 and Norman Beveridge 
Vice President.  Unfortunately, a new work assignment took him away from the Houston area, so Vice 
President Norman Beveridge finished out his term conducting the meetings. 

Jim’s Tall Timber and Santa Fe Railroad was a joy to visit and  lot of fun to operate. In later years he 
organized operations weekends featuring his layout, the Mid-South Model Railroad Club based in Baton 
Rouge, the Crescent Model Railroad Club in New Orleans, and Art Houston’s railroad in Homma, 
Louisiana. A rule of thumb today is that an operations-based railroad must be DCC or other carrier 
control system. Jim’s layout was controlled by  DC, and he was so skilled in design and careful in 
construction that his layout could support 4 to 6 operators. Quite a few Houston area operators have 
operated on the Tall Timber & Santa Fe.  

 

 

Operating Session on the TT&SF. Jim Lofland  the layout owner with Randall Wilson and Bob Barnett 
working on the railroad. Photo by Steve Sandifer 
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