
   

 

 

 

 

  

The Official Monthly Publication of the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club, Inc. 

Volume 52, Issue 11 November 2021 

 

First, I hope that the joint LSR/Mid Continent Convention was a success. At the time 

of this writing, the conference is ongoing. Likewise, we really need to support 

Division 8, especially the clinics. I would also like to encourage our members to 

attend the annual Division 8 business meeting to be held at Bayland on Saturday, 

November 13th at 10:00 AM.  

Speaking of clinics, as I mentioned last month, we are covered through the rest of 

2021; but, we really need clinics beginning in January 2022. Be sure to check with 

JayC if you can participate. Speaking of JayC, he gave a very interesting three-part 

presentation at our October meeting. As he demonstrated, the clinics/presentations do 

not have to be 45 minutes to an hour. We can clearly accommodate two to three 20 to 

30 minute clinics/presentations per session. So, don’t be shy! Likewise, we will be 

needing snacks/drinks providers beginning in January. Again, be sure to let JayC 

know if you can assist. 

During the October Meeting, Bob Sabol made a comment concerning possibly having 

our annual Christmas Celebration at the Bayland Center, rather than burdening the 

Freitags during these uncertain times. JayC moved, and it was seconded, that we 

discuss this alternative at the November Meeting. This sounds like a pretty good plan. 

Gilbert Freitag agrees as well. More on this possibility to follow via emails.  

Our San Jacinto Model Railroad club really supports our railroading hobby by 

opening up our homes during November for public viewing. I want to thank all who 

participate in this endeavor. Craig Brantley has done his normal excellent job getting 

this organized. The looks on the children’s faces (and the older adult children as well) 

is truly gratifying. 

So, that’s it for this month! I want to wish all of my SanJac club colleagues…HAPPY 
RAILROADING!  

Gene 

     Thoughts From the President   By Gene Mangum  

The Derail — November 2021 



 2 The Derail — November 2021 

     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

Hickory or Bust! 

The COVID pandemic has resulted in a lot of changes in how we enjoy our hobby. We now go to a LOT of 

Zoom meetings! One thing I’ve missed the most has been attending the National Narrow Gauge Convention 

held around Labor Day each year. I’ve attended several over the years and last year’s event in St. Louis was 

canceled. So, I really looked forward to attending the one planned for September 2021. 

These conventions have a variety of clinics in the morning and evening. There is a vendor hall, modular 

layouts, and a contest room open at the same time as the clinics. They close the hall so folks can go to layout 

tours in the middle of the day. There is the opportunity to meet up with old friends and hopefully meet some 

new friends along the way. This year’s event was scheduled to take place in Hickory, NC. My wife and I 

decided to make a road trip of it and include some non-railroad activities. 

The day before we left, Hurricane Ida struck the Gulf Coast. We had planned to take I-10 to Mobile, 

Alabama. We diverted to a more northern route to avoid any possible damage to the I-10 corridor. We wound 

up a day or so behind Ida all the way to Tuscaloosa. After a brief overnight there, we headed out the next 

morning for Hickory! 

We arrived on Wednesday afternoon, September 1 in time to check into our hotel, pick up our registration 

packet, and walk through the main hall set up with vendors from near and far. It’s fun to do a little shopping 

and talking with the vendors. 

Figure 1 - The main hall of the convention site is filled with vendor tables.                                                                                                                        
Local COVID protocols required social distancing, so the tables were spread out. 

The clinics are a fun part of the convention. I was able to attend several, including one by Brian Bond of 

Virginia. He presented progress on his Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railroad in O Scale. I’ve 

followed his progress on his blog and it was great hearing how he approached building his modest layout. 

Brian is modeling the same two towns as yours truly, but from a different point of view. I also met fellow 

On30 Maine 2-Foot modeler Tom Sullivan at Brian’s clinic. Tom and Brian have been “internet” buddies of 

mine for quite some time but meeting them in person was a huge bonus for me!  
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Speaking of clinics, our own Chuck Lind presented one on the TLL Temple Timber Dynasty. I was unable to 

attend Chuck’s clinic, but I heard it was enjoyed by many.  

I conducted two sessions of my make-and-take backdrop painting clinic on Friday morning. Each session was 

set up to have 8 folks painting. There were also about 25 observers at the first session and about 20 at the 

second. My better half assisted me by keeping each painter’s paper pallet filled. I was impressed by 

enthusiasm and the overall results of the painters. I think everyone had a good time! 

 Figure 2 - Yours truly hard a work with the make-and-take backdrop clinic. Sam Swanson photos. 

Another part of the fun of these conventions are the home layout tours. The layouts were scattered around the 

state of North Carolina and included a few in neighboring states. I was able to visit 5 between Hickory and 

Charlotte in the 2 days I allotted for that activity. It was interesting to see what folks in North Carolina are 

modeling. Two of the best are shown below: Seth Gartner’s NYC and Steve Mersch’s B&O, both in HO and 

in oversized 2nd story rooms. I wanted to visit Lou Sassi’s On30 Sandy River layout, but it didn’t work out. It 

was only open on the day before and the day after the convention, and it was 3 hours in the wrong direction! I 

believe Chuck Lind and Don Formanek made it over to see it!   

Figure 3 - Here are two of the best layouts I visited during the convention. Seth Gartner's NYC on the left and Steve Mersch's B&O on the right.        
I have been a fan of the NYC and B&O railroads for many years! 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

There was a contest room set up for those who wanted to submit models and/or photography. I didn’t bring 

anything for the contest room this year, but I did get a chance to walk through for a look. There were a lot of 

great models and photographs on display. The contest is run differently than the NMRA. The models are 

judged by popular vote of the attendees. Our own Chuck Lind took home 2 first place plaques during the 

closing ceremonies, one for a photo and the other for his model of a Westside Lumber Company Caboose. 

Figure 4 - Our own Chuck Lind heard his name called twice including for this fine model of West Side Lumber Co. Caboose.                                       
His 2nd award was for a photo. 

I promised to include some non-rail activities the keep my wife from getting too bored looking at trains for 4 

days. We took one day to drive over to Ashville to visit the Biltmore mansion. The fact it was built by George 

Vanderbilt, the grandson of Cornelius Vanderbilt of NYC fame, did NOT make this a railroad activity. But I 

did spy some G scale trains running on elevated track in the Conservatory. The bridges are all built from plant 

material. I did enjoy the tour of the historic landmark. 

Figure 5 - A short passenger train crosses over an aisle on a truss bridge (left) while a saddle tank engine pulls a freight across a trestle.             
There are trains running on multiple levels throughout the Conservatory. 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

We left the convention in Hickory on Sunday morning headed for the Dollywood amusement park in Pigeon 

Forge, TN. This was something on my wife’s list of places to visit and I admit that I was curious. We stopped 

for a picnic lunch on our drive through the Great Smokey Mountains National Park. That evening, we 

checked into our Dollywood hotel and headed to the park the next morning. As we strolled through the 

grounds, I picked up the distinctive smell of a coal fire of a steam locomotive. I know, this was a non-rail 

activity but really! How could I resist! 

Dollywood owns and operates 3 narrow-gauge steam locomotives that pull excursion cars on a 2.5-mile loop 

for the park’s guests. We got to ride behind engine No. 70, the Cinderella on our twenty-minute trip around 

the park. The engine is one of three 3-foot gauge 110-ton Baldwin Mikado’s built in 1938 for the White Pass 

& Yukon in Alaska. The Park has restored them to working order. They are dedicated to keep these 

locomotives operational so future generations can experience the look, and smell of a real coal fired 

locomotive. Thanks, Dolly! And thanks to my wife for letting me sneak this Railroad activity between shows 

and rides! 

Figure 6 - Dollywood No 70 pulls a full train across a trestle under full steam. 

After two nights in Pigeon Forge, TN, we headed west across Tennessee to Memphis. We visited Elvis 

Presley’s Graceland, another item on my wife’s bucket list. We had a chance to enjoy some local BBQ and 

Blues music before heading back to Houston. 

What a fun trip! We covered 2500 miles, through nine states in nine days. I got to talk to old friends, meet 
new friends, see some great model railroads, and go to places I’d never been. I even enjoyed Dollywood and 
Graceland! (Don’t tell my wife!) I came back recharged and motivated to get Back to the Bench to model 
something! 
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Over the years I have built many structures…most kit-built, but, many scratch-built. Of these structures, 

those that were businesses were generally named for old friends or acquaintances of mine. For example, 

Adamek’s Saddle Shop is named after a real saddle shop that was in Kerrville for many years. Packard’s 

Farm and Ranch Supply is named after a high school pal of mine, Duan “Clipper” Packard. So, it follows 

that Walker Transfer & Storage would be named for one of my mentors, Larry Walker. I scratch-built the 

transfer and storage warehouse and Adamek’s Saddle Shop, back in the late 1980s early 1990s. The main 

building for the Farm and Ranch supply, some other scratch-built, and many kit-built structures date from the 

1970s. As I was designing and building my Mystic Branch Railroad, I knew that to save time, I would 

include as many of these already built structures as I could. 

Background  
Walker Transfer and Storage is loosely based on an actual structure in Kerrville…the “Wool & Mohair 

Warehouse”. Unfortunately any similarities are based on my less-than-perfect memory as the real warehouse 

burned in the 1950s. Figure 1 shows an “aerial” view of the warehouse.  

Figure 1 - "Aerial" View of Walker Transfer & Storage Warehouse 

As shown in this view, Walker Transfer & Storage is “L-Shaped”, 92’ on the rail side and 62’ on the street 

side. The maximum depth is 62’on the office end and 32’ on the warehouse end. The office is part of the 

“ell”. There are 4 rollup truck doors on the street side and 2 rollup rail car doors on the track side. I 

concluded that the Walker Transfer and Storage warehouse was designed and built in the 1930s or 1940s 

when the standard boxcar length was 40’; so, the spacing of the rail side doors fits two coupled 40’ cars. This 

makes for some interesting issues since only one 50’ car can be spotted at a time. Figures 2  

and 3 show oblique views of the structure from the trackside. Figure 4 shows a StreetSide view of the 

warehouse. Three of the truck loading/unloading doors are occupied. The office is on the right side of the 

structure, behind the trees. The only portion of the structure that is air-conditioned is the office area. The 

warehouse portion of the structure is ventilated using cyclone vents and much of the lighting is provided by 

the skylights. 
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Const ruction  
The warehouse is made of Crescent® board, an extremely stable card stock product, reinforced with various 

thicknesses of strip wood. The walls are really two courses of Crescent® board laminated together to 

simulate the support columns, top beam, and curtain walls. The seam that would show on the exterior corners 

was hidden using Squadron Tools “Green Putty” and then sanded smooth. The only interior details are 

around the open truck side door and the office area. The two figures below show detailed views of the 

interior showing the various types of interior bracing. Figure 5 on the left shows the interior view toward the 

office area, while Figure 6 shows the interior view toward the warehouse loading/unloading area. As 

mentioned above, the interior bracing is made from strip wood and the gusset braces from Crescent® board. 

Figure 2 - Trackside View from the Southwest Figure 3 - Trackside View from the Southeast 

Figure 4 - Streetside View of the warehouse 
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    Walker Transfer and Storage  By Gene Mangum 

 

 

The top brace supports the roof, which is also made from Crescent® board. The personnel door on the end of 

the warehouse and the bathroom window near the office end are both Campbell products. Both the truck-side 

and rail-side doors are made from Campbell corrugated roofing material painted a steel color on the outside. 

They are framed with styrene strips along the top and sides, also painted a steel color. The truck-side doors 

have timber bump guards under the openings.  

The front “porch” in front of the office and the steps up to the personnel door on the warehouse end were 

created by laminating 0.060 styrene strips. The railings were made from brass wire soldered together. The 

awning over the “front porch” was created using strip styrene and styrene sheet. The light fixture over the 

personnel door is also a Campbell product. The office door and windows are clear acetate, trimmed with 

0.010” styrene, painted silver. The air conditioner on the roof over the office area is a Campbell product as 

are the skylights. The air conditioner coolant connections are simulated with fine brass wire.  See Figure 7. 

 

Figure 5 - Interior view toward office area  Figure 6 - Interior view toward loading/unloading area 

Figure 7 - "Front Porch" Details 
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The Cyclone vents are cast white metal from some unknown manufacturer, since these were likely purchased 

in the 1970s. The bathroom vent is a piece of styrene rod painted white. The entire structure was painted a 

buff color, probably using Floquil paints. The roof was painted black to simulate a rolled roofing material, 

also likely using Floquil Paints. The porch and steps were painted a concrete color, also with Floquil paint. 

The weathering was also likely done using Floquil products. The reason for the uncertainty is that this model 

was built nearly 30 years ago.  The “Walker Transfer & Storage” sign was created using MS-Word and 

printed on cardstock. The cardstock was then mounted to the front wall using double-sided tape. The door 

numbers and letters are decals mounted directly to the wall units before the structure was weathered. 

The lot proper is made from laminated courses of 0.040” styrene and 1/16” Plexiglas that represent the curb 

and gutter areas and the recessed parking lot. The parking lot is one course of the 0.040” styrene and the 

sidewalks and foundation are created by laminating the two materials. The parking lot is painted with flat 

black acrylic paint representing hot-mix and the sidewalks and foundation are painted with Aged Concrete 

Flat paint from Model Master. Curbs and sidewalk seams were scribed into the top course prior to painting. 

The manhole cover is from Blair Lines. The grass, trees, and other vegetation are from Woodland Scenics. 

Electrical power is provided from the Travis Street Circuit via a power pole shared with Adamek’s Saddle 

Shop. Each business has its own transformer. The dumpster is from Walthers and the semi-trailers, truck and 

figures are from various manufacturers. Figure 8 shows an oblique StreetSide view of the finished 

warehouse, showing more of the StreetSide details. 

Well, that’s it for this month. See you next month with a new subject. 

Figure 8 - StreetSide Oblique View of the Warehouse  
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 How To Locate Abandoned Rail Lines 
BY DAVID N. CURREY 

 

One of the good things about model railroading is that it can be combined with other hobbies 

to increase the enjoyment of both. Other hobbies that go well with model railroading are photography

(researching and documenting the prototype), painting (scenery backdrops), electronics (wiring the 

layout for operation and lighting), woodworking (benchwork and control panels), and railroading 

(enjoying the prototype). 

Railfanning goes particularly well with model railroading. It certainly aids in researching the 

prototype. If you can make your model railroad duplicate specific prototype situations, or at least 

follow its principles, it can make your model railroad much more realistic, and thereby increase your 

enjoyment of the hobby. 

One particular aspect of railfanning I enjoy is investigating abandoned railroads. This also 

evidently satisfies a personal need to explore. I in effect become an abandoned railroad detective. 

Now, I could obtain maps where people have done a lot of the work for me, but I prefer to 

work from road atlases, other maps, and old Official Guides. This may take longer, but is more 

rewarding, and helps hone the instincts needed for this kind of ”work". 

The Official Guides provide maps and schedules (which list station stops). The index in the 

back will indicate which towns were served by your railroad, and even if two or more railroads used 

the same passenger facilities. You may also be able to find clues about trackage rights. Railroads 

usually do not like to admit they use another railroad's lines, but a "P" for "passenger service only" is 

a good indication it is not their railroad. Also, if a railroad seems to go through a valley populated by 

towns it does not seem to serve, that is also a good indication that the railroad is using somebody 

else's rail line. The road atlases or maps will show the actual placement of the cities relative to each 

other. (Railroads like to pretend their own route is the most direct one between two major points, 

when in reality it may wander all over the map making U-turns through valleys and around 

mountains, etc.) You will also find that some stations on the Guide maps and schedules do not exist 

in the road atlas. 

You may be able to infer where they exist from the names and locations of mountains, rivers, 

and creeks. Chances are good that a "Newton Junction" is close to the town of "Newton.” So, you’re 

armed with maps and schedules, a compass, a camera, a tape measure, and a notebook. Now you 

need to know how to spot abandoned rail lines. There is more to it than you might think. Here is 

some of the things I have learned. 

If you are lucky, you will find rails or ties still left embedded in the old roadbed. If there were 

several railroads in the area, though, more detective work will be necessary. Humps inroads or streets 

are a good indication where a grade crossing was. Streets and roads are also some of the last places 

where rails are eventually removed. The slight elevation of the old roadbed is a good clue, but some 

branch lines may be more or less at ground level, and really old lines may have sunk to ground level. 
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Cuts where the tracks once went through, and even tunnels, are also definite clues to 

look for. 

Highway overpasses which go over nothing or are too high for the road they do go over, 

are another excellent indication of where a rail line once went. Sometimes highways are built 

right on an abandoned rail line. These are characterized by long stretches of steady grades, big 

gentle curves, and may or may not take the most direct route across a valley. In mountainous 

areas, the road may follow the rail line through tunnels, cuts, and such, but where it once 

crossed a ravine, the road may bend sharply and instead follow along the sides of the ravine to 

the next railroad cut or tunnel. 

Stream beds may still contain old trestle pilings, or foundations for frame trestle bents. 

Wood pilings can last a long time, even in water. I have seen wood pilings sticking up out of 

the water underneath a metal truss bridge built in the first decade of this century! In 

mountainous territory, tall fills may be found. These are not always readily apparent, because 

they may now look like tall hills and be overgrown with trees. However, they will still be level 

across the top, a characteristic seldom found in nature. Also, culverts and road tunnels may be 

found going underneath them. 

A small country road is not likely to tunnel through a small mountain, but for a road 

which already exists, it is relatively easy for the railroad builders to pour a concrete "tunnel” 

and pour the fill over and around it. 

Sometimes non-railroad related structures may indicate the positions of abandoned rail 

lines. In Kerrville, Texas, there is an old concrete lined drainage ditch that for no apparent 

reason makes a long gentle curve, until one realizes it was built next to where the Southern 

Pacific branch once left town. Fence lines may also do the same thing. Fences can also aid in 

another way in identifying old rail lines: If a farmer has a long 40-foot widefield at the front of 

his property, it is a good bet he has recently fenced in an abandoned rail line. Town maps from 

the local bank can also be informative. Look for streets that go at odd angles to the rest of the 

streets. Boerne, Texas has a street leading to the tracks named "Aransas Pass". That is a 

definite reference to the original name of the railroad that built through there to Kerrville: The 

San Antonio and Aransas Pass. 

Structures of obvious railroad heritage are another valuable tool to locate ex-rail lines, 

such as stations, water towers, and interlocking towers. Do not be fooled by moved stations! 

For example, at the edge of downtown Freeport, a portion of a lumber company building has 

what are obviously railroad depot freight or baggage doors. Closer inspection reveals the lines 

of the old station. Concrete or stone foundations may also remain. 

Often it is not clear what these might have been fore, perhaps signal foundations, or 

maybe a section house or something. 
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Sometimes the area is completely overgrown, and the roadbed has sunk to ground level. 

In this case, notice the vegetation. 

It may grow in patterns that mimic the old layout of the tracks, turntable, etc. 

Lastly, ask the locals. In Kerrville this past summer, while on the way to the Long Star 

Region convention, I was at the old railway station, and just happened to ask a guy walking 

along the street if he knew anything. He told me where the yard and the turntable once were, 

where the rails still existed in some of the streets, and about an old wool house and creamery 

that once shipped by rail! Up in northern New Jersey this summer, while searching for the 

Paulin’s Kill Viaduct, I asked a lady getting into her car if that was an old, abandoned rail line 

under a road bridge near there, and she said yes, in fact, they were considering rebuilding it 

into a tourist railroad! Ask the locals. 

An hour later, in Hinesburg, New Jersey, at the edge of town, I found two tunnels under 

the old fill. I misinterpreted this major clue. A highway went through one, and a city park road 

went through the other. How nice of the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western to build a tunnel 

for the city park! I thought. But the gods of abandoned rail lines were even more benevolent: 

They placed a street sign in town reading, "Station Road". Aha! I thought. This must lead to 

the old Lackawanna depot, which is probably near the viaduct. No station, but I did find the 

viaduct. 

How clever I was? NO-how stupid! I came home from vacation and discovered in my 

Official Guides that Lackawanna's Cutoff through Hainesburg ever had a station. So, what 

was Station Road for? I looked up Hinesburg in the index. Holy train smoke! Two other 

railroads went through Haines burg!! The Lehigh and New England, and the New York, 

Susquehanna, and Western. 

That is what that second tunnel in the city park has been for: a railroad. Further 

investigation in the Guides indicated that the L&NE had trackage rights over the NYS&W 

from the north of town, but the two lines separated south of town. Furthermore, while 

reviewing a photo in Model Railroad Bridges & Trestles of the viaduct, one I have looked at a 

hundred times, I suddenly notices something in the lower left foreground I had missed every 

time before: tracks under the viaduct! You can bet that next time I am up that away I am going 

to ferret out those other two abandoned railroads. 

While hiking along several sections of the abandoned Lackawanna Cutoff this summer I 

noticed this for future modeling purposes: A rail line that has not been abandoned for too long 

actually seems to have most of the reclaiming vegetation growing out of the ties, not the 

ballast. I saw trees 8 to 10feet tall growing out of ties. Also, some of the ties looked like a 

track gang had hiked along there the day before and replaced a few: Some ties were still shiny 

and black. 
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Yes, exploring abandoned rail lines can be fun and educational. 

It is pleasant to imagine what it must have been like when it was a functioning railroad 

and trains thundered along it. But you cannot help but be a little saddened when you realize 

that there was a monstrous undertaking, that people labored mightily to build it, some spent 

their entire careers working on it and maintaining it, but now it is only sections of 

deteriorating roadbed, unneeded by a society that once depended upon it to survive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Mark’s Minute           By Mark Couvillion 

 

Era and Reporting Marks - Are the cars you are running similar in era or do you care?  
Most rolling stock and definitely all of the nicer, finished rolling stock, comes with the 
reporting marks of the railroad.  There is a Build Date, and possibly a Rebuilt Date, on the 
side of the car.  If you are modeling a certain era, cars built prior to your railroad’s operating 
date will / can / should look realistic together.  Cars later than your era will look strangely out 
of place, unless you don’t care.  Most manufacturers are reasonable on the build date, with 
the more precise models having the most accuracy. 

Is your rolling stock built properly for your era?  Stock from the late 1800s through early 
1900s was small, had truss rods and ribbed wheels, and high hand brake wheels by roof 
walks.  Rolling stock from the 1920s through the 1950s showed more uniformity, was larger, 
and began to show more metal construction versus wood construction.  Cars from the 1960s 
to the present showed all kinds of variability and specialization, no external frames for tank 
cars, loss of roof-walks, increased capacity, and the ribbed wheels of old are long gone.  
Rolling stock from the 1890s would have been 20 – 40 feet in length of wood construction.  
Rolling stock from the 1990s is all steel construction of nominally 50 – 60 foot lengths.  They 
won’t look good on the same layout, and probably won’t work well together if they are. 

    Congratulations, Kelly Russell MMR 
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2021 NMRA Tulsa Union Convention- October 6-9, 2021 

San Jacinto Model Railroad Club members recognized during the Awards Event 

Kelly Russell, MMR 

· MMR designation 
· 1st Place-Freight Cars 
· 1st Place-Passenger Cars 
 

 Chuck Lind, MMR   

· 1st Place Dioramas 
· Best of Show Award 
· Tree Award 
· 2nd Place Cabooses 
 

Geoff Hogno 

· 2nd Place Color Model Photo 
· 3rd Place B & W Model Photo 
 

Divina Gato-Hogno 
 

· 1st Place Arts & Crafts Theme 
· 1st Place Arts & Crafts Railroadiana 
· Arts & Crafts Best of Show 
· Most Popular Arts & Crafts 

 

NMRA Achievement Awards-  2021 

Kelly Russell, MMR: Master Builder- Cars 

Pete Leach, MMR: Association Volunteer 

Robert Ashcraft:  Model Railroad Engineer- Electrical 

                             Model Railroad Engineer- Civil 

Randall Wilson:   Model Railroad- Author 

                             Model Railroad Engineer- Electrical 

 

 

  2021 Tulsa Union Convention Winners      By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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  2021 Tulsa Union Convention Winners      By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Chuck Lind MMR 

 Caboose, Winning Diorama – ‘Turpentine Still’, Chuck receiving one of his awards 

Pete Leach’s NMRA Certificate of Achievement,  

Randall Wilson with NMRA Certificates of Achievement,  

Robert Ashcraft with NMRA Certificates of Achievement 
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  2021 Tulsa Union Convention Winners      By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

Divina receiving her awards, 1st Place Arts & Crafts Rairoadiana, 1st Place Arts & Crafts  Theme 

Geoff Hogno 

3rd Place B&W Model Photo, Geoff  receiving one of his  awards, 2nd Place Color Model Photo 
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  2021 Tulsa Union Convention Winners      By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Kelly Russell MMR 

Freight Car, Certificate of Achievement, Kelly receiving his award, MMR designation, Passenger Car 
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    2021 Tulsa Union Convention      By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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    2021 Tulsa Union Convention      By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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    2021 Tulsa Union Convention      By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy November       

Birthdays! 

Liz Harris (Ben’s wife) Dick Louvet 

Diane Robinson Rex Ritz Rita Mangum 
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy November       

Birthdays! 

Denny 

McGonigle 

Sidney 

Formanek 

Abraham 

Tolbert 

Bob 

Werre 

Bob and Anne Sandhaas 

Sidney and Don Formanek    

at a cave exploration 

Happy Anniversary! 
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

NOTE: Please submit your November birthdays, anniversaries, and celebrations to d.gatohogno@gmail.com to 
share these milestones with your San Jac family. Deadline is the 14th to be included in the next Derail edition. 

Happy Belated Anniversary! 

Denny and Candy McGonigle 

celebrated 55 years of bliss    

in October. 

Happy Belated October Birthdays! 

Bettye Bozman Robert McLeroy 

mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
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    San Jac October 2021 Minutes   By Richard Louvet 

 

 

Gene Mangum called the hybrid 
meeting to order. There were no 
visitors. 

 

Clinic 

JayC Williams presented a series of 
three “mini” clinics based on his lesson 
plans from school. 

Divina and Geoff Hogno supplied 
cookies and water. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The September 30 bank balance was 
$18,439.27.  

 

The income in October was $70 in 
donations from the club sales table, 
$100 from the club table bank, and 
$1935 from table receipts for next 
year’s show.  

 

Expenditures were $325 for the Derail 
gift certificate, $135 for train show 
advertising and $90 in vendor table 
refunds. 

 

Lone Star Region/Division 8 

Please check that LSR website for the 
latest info on clinics  

(https://www.lonestarregion.com/). 

 

Membership Committee 

Divina still needs info for the 
Celebration Corner in the Derail. 

 
 

 

Our Facebook page is:  

https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto
-Model-Railroad-Club-
112449312120157/ 

Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/
SJMRRC 

Our Groups.io is at 

 SJMRRC@Groups.io 

 

Layout Tour 
JayC mentioned that Hogg middle 
school will be on the layout tour. 
Visitors can judge the kids’ efforts and 
provide suggestions. 
 
New Business 
The club received a nice thankyou from 
Terri for the Amazon gift certificate. 
 
There was a discussion of holding the 
Christmas party catered at Bayland. 
There would still be a gift exchange. 
 
The motion was tabled until the 
November meeting to get more 
information. 
 
Old Business 
Russel Wilson is working on business 
cards for the club. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:46. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer 

https://www.lonestarregion.com/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Now In-Person and ONLINE  
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

 

How to Fire Up                   
a Steam Locomotive  

  

The Derail — November 2021 

President:  Gene Mangum  

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: JayC Williams 

jaycello@yahoo.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  David Paul  

dbpaul32@yahoo.com 

Past President: Kelly Russell  MMR 

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5         

AT 7PM 

HYBRID MEETING: ONLINE AND IN-PERSON 

“STACKED STAGING”  

BY RICHARD LOUVET  

 

 

 

Refreshments:  

Don Formanek  

(drinks and cookies) 
 

MEMBERS: CHECK YOUR UPCOMING EMAIL FOR 

DETAILS AND THE LINK FOR THE ONLINE OPTION.  

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  

Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:jaycello@yahoo.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:dbpaul32@yahoo.com
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PmoM6ak35_8

