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Itôs HERE!!! The Stafford Train Show is on Aug 14 ï hope all of you are ready.  Thanks to Steve 

and Robert ï looks like everything is set.  Hope all of you are ready. 

While perusing the many emails I get from so many resources, I thought I would share a couple of 

interesting things I have not seen before.  First from a company in the UK that I am really starting 

to like a lot ï DCC Concepts.  They have small DCC servo turnout controls, really small decoders 

with brown out protection onboard and newly posted just this month ï Tillig Elite track.  It is code 

83 and looks to be very nicely detailed ï also have curved turnouts, and dual gauge components.  

One other that caught my eye ï Model Tech Studios ï talk about your small details.   Then Yahoo 

news linked me to SpruceCrafts.com website.  Over 40 articles on model railroading ï from a 

general introduction to building a helix.  Then I found an awesome website for 3d printed items, 

which I cannot find againé frustrating ï lost in the etherical wasteland of the internet.    But then, 

searching through Facebook history, I found it... CatzPaws.com.  All sorts of animals, birds, people 

and the like.  Mostly S scale, but many items in other scales.  Many things to seeé so little time to 

see them.  

SO there you have ité surfing the internet instead of focusing on my scratch built stock car model.   

(Kelly, Focus!... get back to work!!)   

Activity is starting around the November Layout Tours, Craig reports several people have 

contacted him to be open, he said that now is a good time to start training a new person to assist ï 

he has done a great job now for 12 years now, just sayingé     

Reminders:  

LSR Convention October 6-10 in Tulsa ï see flyer for more info 

San Jac Elections ï see Robert Ashcraft (or he will see you)  

The media team - have not had anyone contact us (hybrid meetings are in Jeopardy) 

SO stay safe,  stay focused, stay involved, and keep modeling.  Iôll see you online or at Bayland.  
  

Kelly  

 

 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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Greater Houston Train Show 
 

  

We are just a couple of weeks out for the Greater Houston Train Show. 
All of the information has been sent to Stafford, so we are ready for the 
BIG DAY, a real train show.  
 
With the COVID restrictions, we decided not to have clinics or the 
contest this year. That means we need fewer people to staff those events. 
Instead we have opened up the suites where all of that took place into 
one large room which will have 4 layouts: the Houston S Scalers, 
Southeast Texas Model Railroad Club (Beaumont), Northwest Crossing 
HO, and Houston Tinplate Operators Society. 
  
The ballroom will host 4 aisles of vendors (we had 5 last year, reduced 
for social distancing), the Houston Area G Gaugers, a Z scale layout, 
Division 8, and Leslie Eaton Modeling with the Master.  In the hallways 
will be representatives from the Rosenberg, Tomball, Hearne, and Eagle 
Lake railroad museums, Operation Lifesaver, HALS, All Points North, 
NôCrowd, T-Trak, National Railway Historical Society, SP 982, and the 
club sales stables. 
  
For those of you wishing to sell things at the club table, remember that 
every item needs to be marked with the price and a unique code 
identifying you as the seller. Tom Bailey will need a log of all of your 
items so each item can be marked off when sold. 
  
Volunteers are needed to assist with the club table, primarily from 9:30-
11:00. We need set up folks from 6:00-7:30 a.m. and to help folks move 
out from 5:00-6:00 p.m. Sign-up sheets were distributed at the July 
meeting and will be passed around again at the August 3 meeting. 
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This is Just a Test 

I am not a big fan of electronics. Most of my layout is run manually. My turnouts have hand throws. My 

animated water tank and ball signals have mechanical cranks. You get the point. But there are some 

electronics that are unavoidable, especially with a DCC system. 

CƛƎ м - ! /ƻƴǊŀƛƭ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǇǳƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ bƻǊŦƻƭƪ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŎŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 5ƻƻǊ м ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ                      
¢ƘŜ b {ŎŀƭŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ǊŜǇǊƻƎǊŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜǧŜǊ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻ ϧ [ǳŎŀǎǾƛƭƭŜ wwΦ 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5// ŘŜŎƻŘŜǊ ǇǊŜ-ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΦ 

In my N scale days, most of my locomotives had to be converted to DCC by installing decoders. And weôre 

not talking about the plug-and-play systems. Adding DCC involved milling the metal casting with a Dremel 

to make room for a decoder and its wiring. Uggh! I hate wiring! 

There was nothing more frustrating than spending hours soldering the wires and cramming a tiny decoder into 

a locomotive, then cranking the throttle and é nothing. This would be followed by some swearing and 

second guessing about my conversion to DCC. Then I would get down to problem solving. Did I install it 

wrong or was something wrong with the decoder?  I figured it may be a good idea to check the decoder 

BEFORE installing it. 

I built a mini decoder test stand using a motor with a flywheel from a locomotive that was no longer needed. I 

attached it to a scrap piece of wood with double sided tape. Next, I mounted a terminal block and labeled the 

7 positions for the standard DCC colors. I recently tested an old single function decoder I needed for a 

passenger car. It was about 20 years old! Not only did it work, but I was able to program some of the basic 

functions before the installation into the car. Since building this test stand, most of my decoders have sound. I 

use a small speaker leftover from another project to attach to the two purple wires from the sound decoder. I 

may go back and add two connections to the test stand. 
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CƛƎ н - ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ-ōǳƛƭǘ ǘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀ 5// ŘŜŎƻŘŜǊ .9Chw9 ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ ǿƛǊŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ ŎƭƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 5// ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƻŘŜǊ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ мп-Ǿƻƭǘ ōǳƭō ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴΦ 

Programing a DCC decoder installed in a locomotive requires some type of programing track. I designated a 

section of track on the layout behind my entry door as the programing track.  The section was isolated by 

cutting the rails to prevent accidently reprograming the other locos on the layout. I mounted a double pole/

double throw toggle into a hole drilled in a blank electric switch plate that allows me to turn off the power to 

the rest of the layout when programing. The plate was mounted onto an electrical box under the layout near 

my workbench. 

CƛƎ о - ¢ƘŜ ǘƻƎƎƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ 5// ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƛƴƎΦ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ wǳƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ            
!ƴ ƛƴŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ōƭŀƴƪ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƎƎƭŜΦ 
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As I was installing the toggle for the programing track, I thought it would be more convenient for me to do 

the programming AT the workbench. I used some leftover materials to make a portable test track. It was wide 

enough to attach a length of N Scale and HO scale flextrack. I can use this to test and program N , HOn30, 

HO, and On30 Scale locomotives. I changed the wiring to eliminate the old programing track on the layout. 

CƛƎ п - ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǳǎŜΣ L ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪōŜƴŎƘΦ L ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŀǘ с-ƛƴŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜǎ ŀǎ L ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /±ǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛtƘƻƴŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǘǊƛǇƻŘ        
L ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǝƳƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŜŘǎΦ IŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǊŜǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ŀƴ b {ŎŀƭŜ atмр ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎϥ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ 

Initially, I powered the test track using alligator clips attached directly to the end of the rails. That started to 

be too cumbersome and was putting stress on the rails, pulling them out of the tie strip. An easy upgrade was 

to solder feeder wires to the rails and route them to a pair of nuts and bolts that serve as terminals. Now I can 

attach the clips to the terminals on the back of the test track and keep the wiring neat and out of the way. 

CƛƎ р ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ ǿƛǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ƴǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōƻƭǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎΦ   
bƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ ŎƭƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŀ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǎƘ Ǉƛƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ                     
¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜΗ 
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I recently purchased an HOn30 locomotive kit I intend to use in a future kitbash. But I wanted to check the 

performance of the mechanism before I got too far into the project. But the mechanism is DC and I am not 

planning on installing a decoder. I dug through my stash of equipment and found an old TECH II DC throttle. 

It needed power so I attached a cheap power pack to it, also from my stash. I mounted both to a scrap board 

and wired it with alligator clips. Now itôs easy to hook up the DC pack to the test track and try out non-DCC 

equipment. 

CƛƎ с ς ¢Ƙƛǎ 5/ ǘƘǊƻǧƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƊƻǾŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭƛƎŀǘƻǊ ŎƭƛǇǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǘǊŀŎƪ 
ǎǘŀƴŘΦ IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƻŘ ǎǝŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƘƻǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 

 

The above test stands were assembled using left over wood and equipment. It only took a few hours to put it 

all together. It is now easy and convenient to test and program a decoder all from the comfort of my chair at 

the workbench. And now, I think Iôll go Back to the Bench and reprogram more of those N Scale locomotives 

for my grandsons. 
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I love Campbell kits. They are well made, straightforward to build, and appropriate for many eras in 

railroading.  Over the years I have built a dozen or so. I usually modify the kits rather than building them 

exactly per the instructions. By the way, the instructions are also first-rate. I almost always add interiors and 

extra detailing to the structures. The ñBretôs Breweryò kit, #385 is no exception. It forms the basis for the 

Mystic Brewing Company, the subject of this article. 

The Mystic Brewing Company is on the East side of Bowie Street all the way to the end, next door to the 

Mystic Water Works. It is rail-served from a siding off of the Main Street Lead. Figure 1 shows a street-level 

view of the finished structure. The detail parts seen here are from many manufacturers. They are discussed in 

more detail in subsequent sections. 

Figure 1 - Street-level view of the finished Mystic Brewing Company 
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Figures 2, 3, and 4 show different detailed views 

of the completed structure.  

Figure 2 shows the end of the main building and 

the boiler room annex. Notice the brewing vessels 

in the upstairs of the main building, the boiler in 

the boiler room annex, and the barrels and trash 

can on the ñback porchò. The boiler and brewing 

vessels are made from 35mm film canisters, 

painted a steel color using Testors Flat Steel. The 

barrels and trash can castings are from various 

different manufacturers. The porch roof joint 

waterproofing is made from card stock painted a 

galvanized metal color. 

Figure 3 shows the back of the main building and 

the rail siding. The gondola, full of cullet (broken 

beer bottles) is being pulled from the siding by the 

Mystic Turn. The wheel stops are from Tomar. 

There is an ñauger unloading systemò for grain 

unloading in the siding. The glass cullet in the 

gondola is made from a mixture of rose colored 

and black coarse stone granules from Ashland.  

Figure 4 shows the office end of the complex. 

Apparently, the manager is having a conversation 

with one of the vendors on the porch. In this view, 

notice the bathroom vent and the ñfront Lawnò. 

The freight car on the siding is an RBL that is 

being loaded with bottled beer. 

 

Construction 
I built the brewery according to the kit 

instructions with several exceptions. The main 

building and office use Campbellôs wooden 

shingles for the roof. This is an excellent choice 

and easy to accomplish. The main building and 

office annex were painted a neutral beige color. (I 

believe it was Floquil, but I am not sure of the 

exact shade). The window frames were painted medium brown. (Again, I am not sure of the manufacturer, but 

I believe it was Testors enamel). I chose not to add the provided chimney to the main building roof. Since the 

upper floor is dedicated to the brewing vessels, the chimney would not be appropriate. I did add a roof to the 

water tank. It looked incomplete without one. The water tank roof was made from card stock that was painted 

a galvanized metal color using Testors Flat Aluminum. I made an access hatch on the new roof with a bit of 

styrene, also painted the same galvanized metal color. I had some metal ladder stock from some unknown 

manufacturer (I had had this for many years). So I created a ladder that went from the main deck to the water 

Figure 2 - Boiler Room End  View 

Figure 3 - Rear View of Main Building and Railroad Siding 

Figure 4 - End View of Main Building and Railroad Siding 


