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I think your President needs a new calendar...for the past couple of months he has missed The 
Derail deadline, and so he did to the Feb message as well.  I guess we could give him a little 
slack with the COVID thing affecting our ability to keep track of days...weeksémonthséone 
thing that he is pretty sure of is that it is 2021.  And now we search for a vaccine shot...  With 
more people receiving this ray of sunshine, it wonôt be long now before we get back to normal, 
hopefully. So, for February we will have another hybrid meeting.  
 
I was fortunate to be able to attend the Plano train show this past weekend (another in the series 
of excuses to be late with my article). They reported to me that on normal weekends they see 
over 8000 in attendance, this year was just over 1800. There were 6-8 modular layouts in N, 
HO, and O scale all from the North Texas area, with some very fine modeling on display there. 
They also had lots of vendor tables, some who sold a good portion of their inventory, while 
others packed it up for the next show. Highlights from the tables include 3D printing that is 
making a  really big change to detail making. One fellow (scalerrmodels.com) has digitized 
several building fronts and has kits (HO and N scale) that resemble DPM kits, including the 
City Caf® in Hearne. Another find was a company called Palace Car Co (palacecarco.com) who 
produces precision HO-scale interiors for passenger cars... wow... even the kitchen in the lunch 
counter car... details that will please the most demanding model railroaders. 
 
I was approached by Marc LaChey, co-chairman of the combined LSR and Mid-Continent 
Region, 2021  TULSA  UNION  CONVENTION, he indicated that there has only been 50 
people register so far. The convention management is approaching an early March decision 
deadline as to whether to make the financial commitment to have the convention. They need as 
many as possible to early register so they will have confidence in pursuing this great event. All 
pre-registration funds will be refunded in the event of cancellation ï so this is no-risk to youé 
please register this week.   
 
So with that, I think I should let you get on to the rest of The Derail. 
 
See you online or at Bayland on Feb 2nd (Groundhog Day). 

 

Kelly  

 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 

The Derail ð February 2021 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

Modeling the Age ï Part 2 

In last monthôs article, I covered some of the basic weathering techniques to make our models look older. But 

faded paint, dirt, and rust spots are just one way to show signs of age on our models. 

There are some additional methods to model age that need to be started during construction. This month, Iôll 

cover some of these techniques Iôve used to give my models a sense of age. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м - ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘŀǊŦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛƭƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǝƳŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƻƻŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴ-ōƭŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŜũŜŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǎ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΦ 

Rusting metal is more than just discoloration of the surface. Over time, oxidation causes the material to 

dissolve, leaving holes and irregular edges. To model this effect, cut away areas of the material showing the 

surface below. The best time to do this is during the building process.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ н - ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǊƻƻŦ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƭŘ ƅŀƴƎŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǘƻ Ǌǳǎǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ Ŧƻƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ Ŏǳǘ ƻũ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ !ŎǊȅƭƛŎ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ tŀƴ tŀǎǘŜƭǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƅŀƴƎŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǎƴƻǿ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ aŀƛƴŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΦ 
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Wood rots away when left out in the elements. When wood gets wet and remains damp, fungi attack the tissue 

resulting in rot. This will happen faster in areas where the wood is near or touching the ground. Painting can 

prevent rot, but it tends to flake or peel off due to changes in temperature and humidity. To model the paint 

failure on real wood, start with pre-staining the wood. Then dry brush the finish color to allow the wood to 

show through. This technique can be varied to give as much or as little finished paint on the model as desired. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ CƭŀƴƎŜǊ нлм ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǧŜŘ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƎŜǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǳƴǝƭ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΗ 

The lettering and car numbers painted on wood also fail over time. It tends to fade and fail at a different rate 

than the surface it covers. There are a couple of ways Iôve used to create the effect. One method is to apply 

the graphic in the form of a decal or dry transfer to the model. Then use 600-grit sandpaper to carefully 

remove as much of the graphics as needed. Make sure the decal is totally dry. Another method is to cut a 

simple stencil. In this case, Iôve used a photocopy of the car with the car number in place. Position the stencil 

on the model and use the appropriate color of Pan Pastels to dab a light ñghostò layer of lettering. These can 

show the changes in the model over time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CƛƎǳǊŜ п - ! ŘŜŎŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ слл-ƎǊƛǘ ǎŀƴŘǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀŘŜŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎΦ       
¢ƘŜ омн ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘǊȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘŜƴŎƛƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀƴ tŀǎǘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ         

ŀ ϦƎƘƻǎǘϦ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘΦ  
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There are two ways I model the long-term effects of age on unpainted wood. One is to distress and stain the 

wood prior to assembly. Breaking pieces of the wood help simulate rotted and broken boards. Leaving a few 

boards out increases the illusion of age. The model pictured below represents a shack that has been 

abandoned for many years. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ р - tǊŜ-ǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛǇ ǿƻƻŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ b {ŎŀƭŜ ǎƘŀŎƪ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
ōƻŀǊŘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊŜǇŀƛǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻǾŜǊ ол ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǿƻƻŘ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜǎΦ 

Another way to show aging is to include areas that have been repaired with new wood. Mixing in some fresh 

wood with old gives the model a sense of age. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘǿƻ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻƭŘ ǿƻƻŘΦ !ōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎŎƛŀ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ Ƙŀǎ ǊƻǧŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǊŀƊŜǊǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƘƛƴƎƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǝǳƭƭ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘǎ 

ŘǊȅ-ōǊǳǎƘŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ 
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There is no one ñrightò way to model age. Itôs best to combine several methods to help tell a story. The photo 

below shows the result of a wreck of a wooden dairy car. Although the wreck occurred 12 years before the 

year I model, it helps add to the sense that the railroad has been around many years. Wood strips were broken 

and stained dark gray to represent the rotting wooden car frame. Parts of the car siding were made using pre-

stained wood strips that were dry-brushed boxcar red. Old rusting milk cans were made using defects from 

my casting efforts that were painted with a dark rust color. Including this mini scene adds to the story on my 

layout. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ т - aǳƭǝǇƭŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ мн-ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǿǊŜŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘŜƭƭ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƭŀȅƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ǎƛƎƴŀƭΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƪ /ŀǊ ²ǊŜŎƪ ƻŦ мфмоΦ 

Our models help tell a story. Including the effects of time help reinforce this story. Modeling age is 
something all of us can do with these and other methods. For me, itôs Back to the Bench to find more stories 

to tell. 

Car Height 

While most cars are built reasonably close to scale dimensions, overall Car Height can sometimes 
be an issue.  Some car king pins or truck bolsters are the wrong height or a mismatch for the 
application.  This can leave the car too high or with too much clearance between the top of the 
wheels and bottom of the car.  Passenger cars are often too high. 

One thing to check when you first get a new piece of rolling stock is whether the car is equipped 
with the right diameter wheels for the weight reported on the car side.  Cars with reporting marks of 
140,000 lbs and over should probably use 36ò wheels.  Most shake-the-box kits come with plastic 
33ò wheels.  If the car is 70 tons or more, it should most likely have 36ò diameter wheels.  You can 
check historical references if you are not sure, as there are some hoppers that had 33ò wheels for a 
70 ton capacity.  I have found that if you need to shim the car more than 0.015ò to get the coupler 
height correct, it almost always needs larger wheels.  The difference between 33ò and 36ò wheels is 
0.017ò in HO.  Next Month: Wheels! 

      Markôs Minute           By Mark Couvillion 

 7 Celebrities Who Collect Model Trains   Submitted by Chris Tolley  

Check out this article from T & K Hobby about model train loving celebrities that Chris 
Tolley found.   https://tandkhobby.com/blog/7-celebrities-who-collect-model-trains/ 

https://tandkhobby.com/blog/7-celebrities-who-collect-model-trains/
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The Val Verde Fuel Terminal is a multi-function rail-served industry located in Val Verde, Texas along the 

Mystic Branch and serves most of the Hill Country between Boerne and Kerrville. The fuel terminal is a joint 

venture between the Texaco Oil Company and the RedigasTM Corporation. The location in Val Verde is due to 

oil being discovered along the Guadalupe River near Val Verde. (OK, this is a myth but I needed to be able to 

ship some crude oil since I had scratch-built some crude oil storage tanks.) 

The Fuel Terminal receives crude oil via pipeline from local oil wells, stores it in crude oil tanks, and ships 

the product via rail to refineries across Texas. The facility receives liquefied natural gas and propane products 

via rail from suppliers across the region, stores the gases in storage tanks, and distributes them via truck. Also, 

the facility receives refined petroleum products via rail from the Texaco refinery in Port Arthur, TX, stores the 

refined fuels on-site, and distributes the products via truck to regional customers.  

Figure 1 shows an aerial view of the complex. The facility is oriented from Southeast to Northwest along the 

railroad in Val Verde. The crude oil storage tanks are located in the Southeast corner of the facility along with 

a small pipeline pumping shed. The LNG and propane tanks along with the gas loading building are located 

along the Southwest edge of the complex along the access road. The oil loading/unloading platform is located 

along the Northeast edge of the facility along with a rail siding that serves the various tank cars. The refined 

petroleum products storage and delivery facility is located in the Northwest segment of the complex along 

with the facility office. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ м- !ŜǊƛŀƭ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀƭ ±ŜǊŘŜ CǳŜƭ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ 

The foundation for the facility is Crescent Board. As the various features were added, the complex was 

covered with N-scale ballast secured with diluted white glue to simulate the crushed gravel used in these type 

of facilities. The rail car loading/unloading siding is code 83 Atlas rail that is set on N-scale cork to lower the 

grade from the main line. The ballast is the normal crushed limestone used on the rest of the Mystic Branch. 

Crude Oil Storage and Shipment 
As mentioned above, crude oil is received via pipeline from local oil wells and pumped into the two storage 

tanks. The reason for this maneuver is that since the field is not of great size and is not close to existing 

pipelines, Texaco decided that it was cheaper to build a local storage facility and transship the crude oil via 

rail. Also, since a fuel terminal was needed in the vicinity in any case for refined product delivery, the deal 

with RedigasTM was struck, and the complex was created. Figure 2 shows a view of the two storage tanks, the 

surrounding berm and the pump shed.  
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CƛƎǳǊŜ н - /ǊǳŘŜ hƛƭ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 

The two storage tanks were scratch built from duct tape cores covered by Bristol board. The Bristol board 

tank sides were scribed to represent the weld seams and glued to the cores with white glue. The tops were 

carefully cutout and also glued to the cores with white glue. The tanks were painted a steel color using Testors 

enamel paint. Since I built these tanks in the 1970s, I canôt remember the actual paint color. The large 

TEXACO sign on the right tank was generated on my computer, printed out, and attached with double-sided 

tape. The various warning signs are from Walthers. The connecting pipes and valves are also from Walthers 

as well as the small bridge over the spill containment berms. The containment berms were created using 5/16ò 

strip wood, painted an aged concrete color using Model Master Acrylic paint. The pump shed is scratch-built 

using a card stock core covered with Campbellôs corrugated siding on top of a card stock floor. The roof is 

also card stock covered with corrugated siding. The door is scribed wood siding and the window is a 

Campbell product. The shed is weathered using various acrylic washes. 

The crude oil is shipped using crude oil carrying tank cars. The oil loading platform is a Walthers kit painted a 

flat black color. The footings are painted the same aged concrete color as the berms. Figure 3 shows a crude 

oil carrying tank car being loaded at the loading dock. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ о - /ǊǳŘŜ hƛƭ ¢ŀƴƪ /ŀǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻŀŘŜŘ 
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LNG and Propane Receipt, Storage and Distribution 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and Propane are received at the Fuel Terminal in pressurized tank cars. The 

tank cars are unloaded via hose and pipeline connections into the two pressurized storage tanks. Figure 4 

shows the connection device next to the loading dock. From the two storage tanks, LNG and propane are 

pumped into the delivery trucks for delivery to customers in the Hill Country around Val Verde. The two 

pressurized tanks are built from a Walthers kit as are all of the piping and gas unloading features. The footings 

were painted a concrete color using Model Master acrylic paint. The decals for RedigasTM as well as the 

danger signs were decals added as the tanks were completed. The pump house was scratch built using a card 

stock core covered with simulated brick sheet. The roof is also card stock covered with strips of tissue paper 

simulating rolled roofing. There are no windows and the door is scribed wood siding. Figure 5 shows an 

overview of the propane /LNG tanks and delivery truck loading facility and Figure 6 shows a pressurized tank 

car being unloaded. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ п - tǊŜǎǎǳǊƛȊŜŘ Dŀǎ [ƻŀŘƛƴƎ 5ŜǾƛŎŜ     CƛƎǳǊŜ р - hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƴŜκ[bD ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ с - tǊŜǎǎǳǊƛȊŜŘ ǘŀƴƪ ŎŀǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ 
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Refined Petroleum Products Receipt, Storage and Distribution 
Refined petroleum products, namely gasoline in various grades, are received via tank cars from the Texaco 

refinery in Port Arthur, TX. The tank cars are unloaded via hose and pipeline connections into the two storage 

tanks In the Texaco distribution center. Figure 7 shows a tank car being unloaded at the loading/unloading 

rack. An overview of the Texaco distribution center is shown in Figure 8. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ т - ¢ŀƴƪ ŎŀǊ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǊŜŬƴŜŘ ƎŀǎƻƭƛƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ у - ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀŎƻ CǳŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

Fuel is distributed to local Hill Country Texaco gas stations via truck. Some of the independent gas stations 

also receive gasoline from the Texaco Fuel Distribution Center at the Fuel Terminal. Figure 9 shows more of 

a front view of the Fuel Distribution Center. The center was created from a kit that I purchased many years 

ago, likely the early 1970s. I am not sure of the manufacturerépossibly Kibri. It is really a nicely detailed 

model. The foundation was painted an aged concrete color using Model Master acrylic paint. The tanks and 



 10 The Derail ð February 2021 

    Val Verde Fuel Terminal    By Gene Mangum 

piping were painted a steel color using Testors enamel painténot sure of the actual shade. The valves and 

stations were painted in red and blue colorséagain with Testors enamel. The light fixtures were painted a flat 

white with Model Master acrylic paint. The gravel is white N-scale ballast. The large TEXACO emblem is 

from JL Innovative Designs and the warning signs are from Walthers.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ ф - CǊƻƴǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄŀŎƻ CǳŜƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

The yard office shown in Figure 10 is a Campbell kit. It is on ñskidsò so that it can be moved if necessary. It is 

painted a neutral color and has been weathered using acrylic washes. The window unit air conditioner is from 

Blair Lines. The figures and vehicles in and around the Val Verde Fuel Terminal are from various 

manufacturers.  

CƛƎǳǊŜ мл - ̧ŀǊŘ hŶŎŜ 

Well, thatôs it for this month. See you next month with a new topic. 


