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Greetings - the LSR Convention in conjunction with the Greater Houston Train show was GREAT.  Bob 

Barnett and his entire team did an outstanding job.   The over 150 registrants had nothing but 

congratulations for the convention.   There were about 40 clinics that were very well attended over the 3 

days, a contest room with many entries – did you see the Pool Hall? WOW!  You should have seen all the 

happy faces of the people returning from Phil’s tour.  All this was topped off with an awards dinner with 

Otto’s BBQ.   Thanks to everyone!   We also heard an announcement that the 2021 convention will be a 

joint effort between the LSR and the Mid Continent region to be held in Tulsa – be sure to watch for the 

details on this consolidated event – a real chance to meet a whole new group of modelers.  

Steve Sandifer and his team did a flawless job with the Greater Houston Train show!   Thanks to all who 

spent their time on Saturday from dawn assisting the vendors and layouts, to the early opening for the 

convention attendees, to the  over 1500 paid admissions, through the afternoon to closing and the lights 

were off before 6pm. The vendors were very happy reporting higher than average sales.   Watch for some 

exciting changes to next year’s show in the upcoming months.  

The presentation at last month’s meeting by Chuck on the Logging Operations was quite interesting and 

repeated during the convention to an almost full room.     

With the convention and train show in the rear-view mirror, take a few days to spend with the families, and 

then it is back to your models and railroad building.    

Thanks again for everyone’s involvement over the convention weekend – these 2 events could not happen 

without everyone’s commitment.   You are appreciated. 

Make note that due to the Super Tuesday primary election, the meeting date has been adjusted… delay one 

week.    Make sure to vote !  

Will see you all at the meeting.   Keep the wheels turning.  

 

Kelly 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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MARCH Meeting Date Change! 

Due to primary voting in March at Bayland,                              

the San Jac meeting will be moved to                                

Tuesday, March 10, 2020  
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A big THANK YOU to all who were a part of the Greater Houston Train Show. It was wonderful to see so many 
people there, and our vendors sold a lot of merchandise. We continue to receive excellent reviews, and it is all 
because of you. Special mention is needed for David Currey who arranged the clinics, Dick Louvet who made 
sure registration went smoothly, Gene Mangum for advertising, Robert Ashcraft for selling more tables than 
ever, Ray Byer for overseeing the contest, and Tom Bailey for corralling the club table. Many folks just pitched 
in and did whatever was needed. All of this was in addition to the LSR manpower requirements. We had over 
1500 paid entrants plus 160 LSR registrants plus the vendors, modular clubs, display representatives, and our 
own workers – probably 1800 in total. Thank you for an excellent show. 

We learn something new every year, and this year we learned that anyone wanted to rent the Stafford Centre for 
a two-day show or longer can lock in the date 18 months in advance. One-day shows like ours can only get a 
contract 12 months out. In the past we have had to beg them for a contract. But they have informed us that the 3 rd 
Saturday in February 2021 had already been reserved by another group. Our only option at the Stafford Centre in 
the spring of 2021 is April 10. Of course, we can’t reserve that date until April 11, 2020, so someone wanting a 
larger event could claim it ahead of us.  

In a discussion held by the club officers on February 27, the options of a one-day show versus a two-day show 
were reviewed at length. It was unanimously agreed that we want to continue with a one-day show as long as 
possible. The officers resolved that we would wait until April 11, 2020, the earliest day Stafford will allow us to 
lock in the date, and we would then see if April 10, 2021 is available and if so, lock it in. If April 10 is not open 
we will not have a show in 2021.  

The Pasadena Civic Center is our best option for the future. We have reserved it for February 12, 2022 (a good 
date is not available in 2021). It is located on Fairmont Parkway, about a mile east of Beltway 8. Humble, 
Stafford, and now Pasadena have all been just outside of the Beltway. There are many differences in the rental.  

1. Rental of the facility is for 24-hour periods, midnight to midnight. We can move in and out whenever we 
want.  

2. As a nonprofit, we receive a 50% discount on all rental items. There is no discount for labor costs. 

3. They have a charge for everything. The building rent is for the building. Each table has a charge. Setting up 
the table has a charge. Chairs have a charge. Setting the chairs up has a charge. Sound system has a charge. 
Electric outlets have a charge. However, based on our initial spreadsheet, a one day show with everything we 
need would cost about $3300, $1,500 less than Stafford. If we were not a nonprofit, the cost would be 
comparable. 

4. The size is comparable to Stafford. 

a.  Main meeting hall is 20,840 ft2 (Stafford is 20,000 ft2). 

b.  Three break-out rooms: 25’x30’, 18’x42’, 18’x30’. 

c.  Entry registration and display area 31’x26’. 

d.  Three sets of toilets. (22 total stalls for women!) 

5. A concession stand in the lobby used exclusively by the official  
concessionaire, a barbecue restaurant.  

6. Free Wi-Fi. 

7. Free parking. 

8. RV spots available for $25 per spot per night. 

9. Reservations can be made 24 months in advance. They have no      
spring Saturdays available in 2021. We have reserved February 
12, 2022.  

10. They will submit our show information to the Pasadena police 
who will determine the amount of police presence we need, and 
payment to them will be made directly.  

That’s the news from Lake Wobegon. We start a new chapter in the 
Greater Houston Train Show. Thanks for all of your support.  

 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Wrap Up By Steve Sandifer MMR 

Chairman Steve Sandifer "relaxes" on a 
table as the last vendors depart the Stafford 
Centre.  Steve oversaw another successful 
San Jacinto Model Railroad Club show.  

Submitted by Randall Wilson 
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Non-rail clinic (costume jewelry making)                              
presented by Sidney Formanek. 
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 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Pictures     By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Registration Desk at the Greater Houston Train Show.  

Part of the Houston Tour 
arranged by Randall Wilson and 
narrated by Phil Stewart. Taken 
at the Statue of George HW Bush 

at Downtown Houston.  

At the Contest room. 
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 2020 Greater Houston Train Show Pictures   By Steve Sandifer MMR 
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The 2020 Freitag Service Award was presented to Bob Sabol (Left) and Greg Johnson 
(Right).  San Jacinto Model Railroader president Kelly Russell presented the awards at the 2020 
Lone Star Region Convention.  Also pictured is the award’s namesake, Gil Freitag MMR.  

Man, what an AWESOME place.  Incredible models.  Model making technology and 
techniques sure have advanced.  Check out the tree making at 17 minutes. ~ Craig Brantley 
  
This Chinese Factory Makes $100,000 Architectural Models! 
 

Great 4K video of the Durango & Silverton RR including K-28 cab ride, hanging out of the 
cab and behind the scenes operation.  Awesome on a 4K TV! ~ Craig Brantley 
  
Behind The Scenes on a Steam Locomotive [4K] 
 

Interesting video  ~  Steve Sandifer  
A Day At The Car Shops 1951  
  

   2020 Freitag Service Award       Submitted by Randall Wilson 

Check Out These Videos Submitted by Members! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvwwYeDVAqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gby0PywaDIw
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/FcqTL0OYMCGU6WlccUApyUL3twz4dm9V/media/456833
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As most of you have heard, I completed my AP requirements in December and have been informed that I am 

now a Master Model Railroader. I am still trying to comprehend what this means. I am sure it will not get me 

preferred seating at the best restaurants. It doesn’t get me into any of the model railroad conventions for free. 

So, what did I get with this reward? 

I’ve been a model railroader for over 40 years but am new to the social part of the hobby. I was a lone wolf 

modeler for more the 30 years! I built various layouts that were only seen by family and a few close non-

model railroader friends.  

That changed with my relocation to Houston in 2012. Within a year, I met Barry and Blake Bogs during one 

of the fall layout tours. They invited me to a monthly get together with a group called Petticoat for BBQ, 

clinics and conversations about trains. During that same fall layout tour, I met Craig Brantley. When I told 

him I modeled in On30, he invited me to join a loosely formed group he called the Narrow-Gauge Cartel. 

Wow, after years in the shadows, I was meeting a lot of model railroaders! 

During one of the Petticoat meetings in late spring of 2015, Chuck Lind, Craig, and Barry asked about my 

layout. They were planning to host the National Narrow Gauge Convention in early September. They were 

looking for layouts to include on the NNGC tour and wanted to see mine. What, I thought? I am a lone wolf. 

People don’t want to see my lair, I mean layout!  

Fig 1 - Early view of Albion – The only scenery on the layout 

 

    Achieving MMR® 649            By Pete Leach MMR 
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I reluctantly agreed to have them over after one of the meetings. Now keep in mind, I was less than 2 years 

into what I thought would be a lifetime project of building my layout. All the track was basically down but 

only a small area had structures and scenery. I remember Craig looking at one 8-foot long area and saying, 

“Just put some scenery in here and you’re good to go!” With a little more arm twisting, I agreed to 

participate. 

Fig 2 – “Just add some scenery”, so I did 

Well, being part of the NNGC tour and activities was the most rewarding experiences in my hobby life. I met 

some of my hobby idols (Bob Hayden and Bob Brown) and other great people. Bob Brown, the publisher and 

editor of the Narrow Gauge and Shortline Gazette, asked me to write an article for his magazine. What? I 

thought I was a lone wolf! Now I was being asked to share my layout with a whole bunch of the folks. 

One other group I met during the NNGC in Houston was the Great Lakes HOn30 Modular Group. This Ohio-

Michigan based group brought modules depicting Maine 2-foot railroads, but in HO. I was modeling in O. 

That didn’t seem to matter to them and they included me in their email group sharing ideas and progress on 

model building. 

Shortly after the convention, Brian Jansky asked me to help write an article for the Behind the Benchwork 

series in the San Jac club newsletter. Ok, I thought. But I am not a member of San Jac, so I better join. I 

quickly found out that I needed to join the NMRA to be eligible for San Jac. What? Another organization? I 

became a member of both San Jac and the NMRA in April 2016. 

    Achieving MMR® 649            By Pete Leach MMR 
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Well, here I was, former lone wolf modeler part of nearly a half dozen groups or organizations in less than 4 

years after my move to Houston. 

What has all this got to do with achieving my MMR®? Chuck and Barry encouraged (or should I say arm 

twisted) me into going after the MMR® Certs. I was building models anyway, so I agreed! I received AP 

certs in Prototype, Author, Rolling Stock, Structures, Scenery, Civil, and Electrical.  

Fig 3 – View of the recently completed wharf that allowed me to qualify for the last 3 AP certs 

It wouldn’t have happened if I hadn’t met and been encouraged by the great folks along this journey! Making 
the many new friends has been my REAL reward! Thanks to all of you! 

    Achieving MMR® 649            By Pete Leach MMR 

     Mark’s Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

Although the railroad does not need to be wired with isolated sections for performance purposes, it 
should be divided into electrical blocks just as was preferred with older direct current systems.  These 
“blocks” are needed for signal systems, occupancy detection for train location, dividing the power 
used on the layout across multiple power supplies, or for power division and electrical protection 
through circuit breakers.  Insulated rail joiners, along with isolated sections of the power bus, make it 
easy to add these features later – if they are planned for and installed when the track is initially 
installed.  It is easy to jumper across all, or most all, of the isolations, especially those intended for 
signaling or occupancy detection, without adversely affecting performance.  The additional features 
can be added in the future – or not at all.  But, all wiring changes are easily made underneath the 
layout without having to modify the trackwork or feeder wiring. 
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The Mobile City Council voted 6–1 earlier this year in February to provide funding for the proposed 

Amtrak trains between Mobile and New Orleans.  The states of Louisiana and Mississippi had already 

ponied up the money for their share.  The only thing holding up the implementation of the trains now is a 

study to determine if the four short passenger trains will interfere with operations at the Port of Mobile.  

It’s hard to imagine such being the case, so I think this will probably happen.  If interference is 

determined to exist, the problem will probably be ironed out by adding a track in the area or something. 

Initial frequencies are expected to be 2 round trips a day.  I imagine at least 1 round trip would connect 

with the City of New Orleans from Chicago.  A good connection with the Sunset Limited would 

probably not be implemented, as it would entail wee hours of the morning times in Mobile.  Historically, 

based on schedules in a 1950 Official Guide of the Railways, the run times between Mobile and New 

Orleans ranged from 2:58 to 3:50 on the limited stop trains (equivalent to what this new Amtrak service 

would be doing), so I would guess about 3:20 to 3:30 today, though I wouldn’t be surprised at a run time 

of 4:00.   

The addition of these Amtrak trains would give New Orleans 4.5 Amtrak departures a day.  The stops 

between New Orleans and Mobile would be Bay St. Louis, Gulfport, Biloxi, and Pascagoula—all in 

Mississippi.  Other stops might be possible, such as Ocean Springs 4 miles across the bay from Biloxi, 

which is known for its festivals.  There can be no additional stops in Louisiana, for Google Maps shows 

the area the track passes through to be swamps and marshes, with hardly any road access, and nothing 

that could be called a “town”. 

Possible schedules I’ve come up with utilizing 2 sets of equipment (plus 1 or 2 coaches backup) on a 3 

hour 30 minute run would be: 

 Depart Mobile 8:30 am – Arrive New Orleans 12:00 noon (connecting with City of New 

Orleans departing New Orleans 1:45 pm) 

 Depart Mobile 6:00 pm – Arrive New Orleans 9:30 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

 Depart New Orleans 8:30 am – Arrive Mobile 12:00 noon (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

 Depart New Orleans 6:00 pm – Arrive Mobile 9:30 pm (connecting with City of New Orleans 

arriving New Orleans 3:47 pm) 

The above times provide good departure times after the business day has concluded, and good 

connections with the City of New Orleans.  The 12:00 noon arrival provides a full afternoon of activity 

in the destination city.  The 9:30 pm arrival allows plenty of time to check in to a motel and get a good 

night's sleep. 

The above schedules might require 4 crews that do not turn, because the schedule utilizing 2 sets of 

equipment provides times that would put turning crews past the hours-of-service law.  However, it used 

to be, and may still be, that a crew that is given at least 4 consecutive hours of rest (in bed in a motel) 

between portions of a run, can run that many hours past 12 hours.  They are still paid during that sleep 

time, though. 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  
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If it was desired to make do with 1 set of equipment plus 1 or 2 backup coaches, the schedules could be: 

 Depart Mobile 7:30 am – Arrive New Orleans 11:00 am (connecting with City of New Orleans 

departing New Orleans 1:45 pm) 

 Depart New Orleans 11:30 am – Arrive Mobile 3:00 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

 Depart Mobile 3:30 pm – Arrive New Orleans 7:00 pm (overnight connection with Sunset 

Limited) 

 Depart New Orleans 7:30 pm – Arrive Mobile 11:00 pm (connecting with City of New Orleans 

arriving New Orleans 3:47 pm) 

As can be seen, the single set of equipment has times and connecting layovers that aren't that good.  Plus, 

if a train is delayed, it will impact other later trains, and there is no time for cleaning trains between runs 

other than a quick pass-through to sweep up trash, restock toilet tissue, etc.  The first run from Mobile 

and the last arrival in New Orleans will interfere with a good night's sleep.  The schedules utilizing a 

single total set of equipment provide for decreased crew expenses, as one crew can make a "turn" (round 

trip) each day, thus only 2 crews are needed.  It won’t be half the cost, since in both cases crews are still 

being paid between runs plus overtime, but the 1-set-of-equipment option has much less time between 

the two parts of the turn.  When figuring out crew costs, it must be remembered that the crew does not go 

on duty at the departure time, but probably 30 minutes or more before, so that orders can be studied, 

locomotives checked out, and passengers boarded.  They also do not go off duty immediately on arrival, 

as passengers have to disembark, and the equipment possibly moved and/or turned. 

Amtrak has stated that they will base a set of equipment in both endpoint cities, which will make a round 

trip to the other city every day, thus it seems the two-consists option will be instigated.  The trains would 

probably run with Horizon, Amfleet, or similar single-level equipment, such as that being utilized in 

Illinois on it’s state supported trains.  I imagine a backup coach would be kept in each city for when a 

coach is in the shop for maintenance or when one is bad-ordered. 

I would guess a possible consist would be 1 locomotive, 2 or 3 coaches, and a lounge-coach (drinks and 

snacks).  Push-pull service might be used, in which case, one coach would have a cab in one end.  It's 

possible new equipment might be purchased, with the scheduled start-up in 2023 giving time to have it 

built. 

Amtrak owns the New Orleans Union Passenger Terminal trackage.  Over a year ago, Amtrak 

surprisingly rebuilt the tracks in the station.  I noticed this in Google Earth, and there was absolutely no 

mention of this in the railroad press.  Concrete ties were installed in all 7 (yes, seven) remaining platform 

tracks served by 4 platforms.  A 5th platform remains, but its 2 tracks are disconnected, and were not 

included in the upgrade.  The tracks have dwarf signals and power switches, which were probably 

already there before.  New Orleans currently has 2.5 departures a day, plus the corresponding arrivals:  

the daily City of New Orleans and Southern Crescent, and the triweekly Sunset Limited.  Having 7 tracks 

for 3 total trains seems excessive.  The Google Earth photo below shows the newly ballasted track with 

concrete ties.  Also quite discernible is the terrible condition of the roofs of the platforms.  The shed at 

the far right is not in use. 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  
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Looking on Google Maps Satellite View recently, I noticed work going on in the coach yard where the 

trains are cleaned and serviced.  It’s hard to tell what is going on from a single overhead photo, but it 

appears that the servicing tracks are being moved closer to the associated buildings (or rather, the old 

removed ones are being restored), and will be double-ended, whereas before most of the tracks were 

single ended.  It appears that there will be four servicing tracks, which are split in half with a service 

crossing for carts and vehicles to access the servicing platforms.  Thus, 8 consists could be serviced at 

the same time—a consist on each track on each side of the service crossing.  Once again, this seems like 

excessive capacity, since there are seldom more than 2 consists in the service tracks at the current time.  

In case you are wondering, when the coach yard was built about 1954, it had 10 or 12 servicing tracks 

bisected by the service crossing.  In the Google Earth photo below, you can see 2 new tracks at the 

bottom, the servicing building at the upper right, the car washer at center, the engine facility at the lower 

left, and what appears to be a car shop at the far upper right. 

 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  
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NOUPT is also undergoing improvements to its station beginning in 2020 using $3.7 million from a 

government grant, local matching funds, and $943,000 from Amtrak.  Among the improvements will be 

raising several platforms so as to be in compliance with the Disabilities Act, plus some train shed work.  

Second floor business suites will be improved and leased out to help cover operating expenses of the 

terminal building.  Some surplus furnishings from the improvements currently going on at the airport 

will be reinstalled in the train station. 

Regardless, the only conclusion about all this work and planning is that Amtrak expects to be running 

more trains out of NOUPT, and not just a couple more such as the service to Mobile.  What these trains 

will be is open to guessing.  Cities across north Florida are still trying to get Amtrak service restored, so 

that could be another possible train.  There has been talk about running passenger trains between New 

Orleans and Baton Rouge, but that has seemed to be mostly talk.  However, the Louisiana city of 

LaPlace is going ahead with plans for downtown improvements that include a train station for the 

proposed New Orleans–Baton Rouge passenger service.  This run would be about 2 hours in length and 

have several intermediate stops.  Talk has been going on for years, especially since Hurricane Katrina, 

but such a service is probably at least 5 to 10 years in the future.  If the New Orleans–Mobile Amtrak 

service is successful, expect the planning for the proposed service to Baton Rouge to pick up speed.  

Meanwhile, here in Houston, a passenger train wasteland, we suffer along with the status quo: a 

triweekly Sunset Limited. 

 

Rail Passengers Association Newsletter #1,153 from 2-7-20 

New Orleans Newspaper Article On Upgrades to New Orleans Union Passenger Terminal 

Baton Rouge Newspaper Article on New Orleans–Mobile Rail Passenger Service 

Baton Rouge Newspaper Article on New Orleans–Baton Rouge Rail Passenger Service 

 Mobile City Council Votes to Provide Amtrak Funding         By David N. Currey  

 Realistic Operations On Your Model Railroad 36         By Al Partlow 

In this installment of our series, we will be taking a more detailed look at the movement of perishable traffic 

on your layout.  For some background information on this, please refer to Part 25 of this series in an earlier 

Derail. 

Remember that when we speak of “perishable shipments”, we are not only talking about fresh fruits and 

vegetables, but also meat, milk, fish and poultry and even flowers that must be kept fresh while moving from 

point of origin to market.  While this usually means keeping a commodity cool, it can also mean preventing 

damage to the product through ventilation or use of heaters to prevent freezing during movement in cold 

outside temperatures.  Potato and onion shipments are excellent examples of cars requiring open hatches to 

maintain freshness for the product.  It should be noted that reefer hatches were not left open to dry an empty 

car, as this is simply one of those railroading myths. 

While those of you that model earlier eras can still have perishable operations on your layout, this discussion 

will focus primarily on post World War II perishable movement by rail and include both ice bunker and 

mechanical refrigerator cars.  For those of us that model the transition era of the late 1940s through the mid-

1950s, our freight car roster should include anywhere from 10-20% ice bunker refrigerator cars (AAR Class 

RS) of both the wood sided and steel sided variety.   

https://www.railpassengers.org/happening-now/news/hotline/hotline-1-153/
https://www.nola.com/news/business/article_62bf9a2c-cf25-11e9-b287-07e8c48273ba.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/business/article_8c4aaece-ca9b-11e9-93c2-6b57573c9745.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/article_f177d336-282d-11ea-9722-634103339a55.html
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The largest refrigerator car fleets belonged to Pacific Fruit Express (SP/UP) and Santa Fe Refrigerator 

Dispatch (Santa Fe) by a wide margin, although American Refrigerator Transit (MP), Fruit Growers Express, 

and Burlington Refrigerator Express (CB&Q) also had significant refrigerator car fleets. 

At origins where PFE provided cars via either the SP or UP, the makeup of car ownership was typically around 

76% at peak harvest times.  The remaining cars were provided by the other refrigerator car fleet owners.  It is 

interesting to note that neither PFE nor SFRD provided cars to one another due to the fiercely competitive 

nature of the perishable business.  

For those who model the origins of perishable traffic, the possibilities are basically unlimited for facilities such 

as packing houses, ice manufacturing plants, icing decks (ice docks) car maintenance and cleaning facilities, 

and the actual citrus groves and vegetable farms that grow the products being shipped.  Rail movements would 

include not only regular local and manifest freight trains, but also extras with entire trains of both loaded and 

empty reefers during peak harvest times.  Perishable traffic moves either in blocks on manifest trains or on 

solid trains of reefers such as the Santa Fe Green Fruit Express (GFX) or the Southern Pacific Colton 

Perishable Block (CPB). 

Over the route of perishable movements, there are icing decks for adding ice to the cars while in transit.  

Examples here in Texas would have been PFE icing decks in Houston and Hearne.  SFRD had large icing 

decks at locations such as Temple and Fort Worth.  Repair facilities are also needed for cars that are “bad 

ordered” in transit.  

One interesting aspect of perishable movements is that of what are known as “rollers”, which are cars that are 

intended for diversion from the outset of the movement.  PFE allowed up to three diversions while a car was in 

transit and this made for some interesting changes in the routing, customer and final destination.     

On the other hand, if you model the receiving end of perishable movements, you can have all types of facilities 

on your layout.  Fresh fruit and vegetable shipments would be handled by produce houses, wholesale grocery 

warehouses, major grocery chain warehouses and public team tracks.  Here in Houston, the Texas & New 

Orleans had their produce terminal at the Houston Freight House and utilized several team tracks to unload 

refrigerator cars.  Produce Row on the Houston Belt & Terminal included numerous produce houses.  This type 

facility would provide a modeler with an interesting switching area and could keep an operator busy for some 

time. 

For perishable shipments that have a short shelf life, express refrigerator cars (AAR Class BR) were used to 

basically move these commodities in passenger train service to reduce transit time and avoid spoilage.  Fish, 

strawberries, and flowers are examples of products moved in this type of service.  Adding an express reefer or 

two can add interest to your passenger operations.  The Railway Express Agency was the major operator of this 

service and into the 1950s had some 1,800 cars. 

While the development of mechanical refrigerator cars eventually replaced the ice bunker type cars, the 

modern era modeler may find that these cars can add a whole new dimension to an operations-oriented layout.  

While there is obviously no longer a need for icing facilities, there are still lots of other facilities needed to 

create an interesting environment for perishable movements via mechanically cooled cars. There are still 

packing houses or sheds at origin and produce houses, grocery supply warehouses and grocery chain 

warehouses on the receiving end.  Rail facilities should include some type of yard where cars can be stored and 

the refrigeration equipment serviced as required.    

Include some perishable traffic on your layout and you will find these movements will add a new dimension to 

your operating scheme. 

 Realistic Operations On Your Model Railroad 36         By Al Partlow 



 14 

David N. Currey 

The Derail — March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conversely, Dave’s Southern Pacific boxcar, with incompatible hook and horn couplers, appeared 

mysteriously on the layout and was placed strategically in the town of Wootton, CO to cause the most havoc 

possible.  No wonder this newbie had so much trouble getting my train together in that town!  During that 

December 11th operating session there was a lot of finger pointing back and forth as to who might be 

responsible for this operation’s “crime”, with nobody taking accountability for it. 

Figure 1 – Prosecution Exhibit A:  The crime is committed!  Just how is the Engineer of train locomotive #2683 (Al Paltrow) going to get that SP 

boxcar out of the way in order to gain access to Robert’s Printing in the town of Wootton? 

Wanted:  For Behavior Unbefitting of a Train Operator         (Yet another satirical article by Jeff Williams)

In last month’s Derail, Dave Currey admitted his culpability in 

placing a “throw down” car on Robert Ashcraft’s Raton and 

Western Railroad layout during the December 11th Operations 

Session.  I guess we should be thankful that someone FINALLY 

owned up to their crime! 

In review, during that infamous operating session not one, but two 

“throw down” box cars appeared on Robert’s layout during the 

operations session.  One of those cars was one that I, the newbie, 

brought – the bobbing reindeer car – albeit it was a gest in the 

spirit of the season.  Also, this was fully coordinated with 

Dispatch, Robert Ashcraft, in the days leading up to the ops 

session and it was Robert who actually placed the reindeer box 

car on his layout.  Also, after everyone “had their fun” with the 

reindeer car it was simply removed from the layout early on so as 

to not interfere with the complex operations dance that played out 

over the next 4 hours. 
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Now to be fair, as I stated earlier, Mr. Currey has taken full responsibility for his revolting criminal act via 

his Derail article “self-confession”.  He even suggested what his punishment ought to be:  To be banished to 

Argentina, South America!  At first blush this sentence seems rather severe, however after you think about it, 

all Dave is doing is allowing himself a chance to transfer to and freely operate in a world totally unfamiliar 

with his devious antics.  No doubt he would commit this hideous crime again and again on the poor 

unsuspecting model railroad train operators in the Southern Hemisphere!  No, I think you all will agree with 

me that this criminal act deserves a more fitting punishment! 

I have been racking my brain trying to come up with a more suitable punishment option.  Some of my ideas 

are: 

 Groundhog Day at Wootton – Once Dave has finally figured out the Wootton conundrum and built up 

his train and called Dispatch for permission to get back on the Main Line to travel to the next town, his 

train would suddenly reconfigure to as it was before he entered the city.  And this would happen over 

and over and over again, causing him to hold up all the far less experienced train operators. 

 Forced to deal with the Hatfields and McCoys – Dave has to sit in a corner and listen to Tom Bailey 

and Al Paltrow toss verbal barbs at each other for a minimum of 30 minutes. 

 Panic at the Raton Yard – As Yardmaster, Dave’s now infamous throw down boxcar with the hook and 

horn couplers is parked right in the middle of a key staging track, with wheel chucks on all the wheels 

such that Dave will have to work around this immovable obstacle while building up all of his trains. 

 Stuck with the Newbie – I am assigned to “assist” Dave to operate the complex Trinidad Yard.  No 

doubt the Yard will soon become total chaos with massive delays causing all the other operators to 

break out the pitchforks. 

Perhaps we ought to leave it up to “Dispatch” to serve as judge, jury, and executioner of this insidious 

outlaw?  After all, the crime did occur on his layout.  However, given the seriousness of this felony offense, 

maybe “all the above” punishments would be most fitting!  What do you think?  

Only after that wicked desperado, David Currey, is finally apprehended, tried and convicted, and received his 

just punishment can the Raton and Western Railroad return to its peaceful and tranquil ways.  To the wanted 

outlaw:  Yes, paybacks can be Hell! 

Wanted:  For Behavior Unbefitting of a Train Operator         (Yet another satirical article by Jeff Williams)

Figure 2 - The Newbie (Jeff Williams) "assisting", and learning from, the 

criminal (Dave Currey).  The Trinidad Yard will never be the same again! 

Figure 3 - The Honorable "Dispatch" (Robert Ash-
craft) - Look at that wise grin!  Me thinks that Currey 
dude is in big time trouble! 
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   Derail Archives October 2013         Submitted by Richard Louvet 

Using a Digitrax Aux Decoder to Control Hidden Staging       

By Richard Louvet 

My layout has a four track hidden staging yard. I used a Digtrax DS64 auxiliary decoder allow a pushbutton 

selection of a staging track and LED indication of the track selected. 

The wiring is represented as shown in the diagram. The power to the decoder is directly from track power (I 

use an second bus for my switch machines). The DS64 is programmed for four inputs and four paired outputs 

set to run a tortoise stall motor. Each of the three tortoises is wired in series with a bi-polar bi-color LED (Red 

with current in one direction, green with current in the opposite direction). The DS64 manual covers how to 

program the decoder. It's  not difficult, just a little tedious. I use EasyDCC. The diagram shows the Digitrax/

EasyDCC nomenclature to make programming easier. 

With four tracks and three switch machines, the LEDs wired to the machines can represent only three tracks. 

If track four is selected, all the LEDs show red. The diagram shows a fourth "dummy" circuit wired with the 

LED and limiting resistor. When track four is selected this LED shows green. 

The pushbuttons and track selection LEDs are mounted on a panel along with LEDs to show which tracks are 

occupied. 
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 Modeling the “Big Rock Cut” on the Mystic Branch   By Gene Mangum 

 

The “Big Rock Cut” is an important feature of the Mystic Branch. The Cut masks the switches behind the 

Mystic module and adds extra character to the railroad. The plan of the Mystic area shown in Figure 1 shows 

the details of the area. 

 

 

As can be seen in the plan view, the area of the cut is bounded by the houses and park along River Road to 

the North, the Kerrville Yard on the West, Campbell Supply on the East, and the backdrop to the South. The 

cut represents typical Texas Hill Country practice. Nearly all of the bedrock in this area is limestone that is 

general horizontally bedded. Deep cuts like this one are generally “benched” to help alleviate rock falls. 

Generally, rock benches are generated every 30 vertical feet, or so. The benches are generally 5 to 10 feet 

wide to catch any falling rocks. Figure 2 shows a view of the finished product. 

 

 

As mentioned above the primary purpose of this feature is to disguise the two turnouts behind Mystic and to 

add more relief texture to the railroad. These two turnouts are remotely controlled using twin-coil switch 

machines controlled by push buttons on both the Kerrville and Val Verde fascia. 

Figure 1 - "Big Rock Cut" Plan View 

Figure 2 - "Big Rock Cut" Finished Product 
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Figure 3 - Stacked blue foam forms the "Big Rock Cut" 
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 Modeling the “Big Rock Cut” on the Mystic Branch   By Gene Mangum 

 

Building Terrain Using Stacked Blue Foam 

As mentioned in the Verde Creek episode, all terrain on the Mystic Branch beyond the Guadalupe River bed 

is made using the stacked foam technique. The foam is ordinary ½ inch blue insulation foam and the layers 

are secured with a foam-safe adhesive. The contours of the terrain are cut out using a razor knife or a bread 

knife. A piece of translucent craft paper is used as a template. Figure 3, below shows an overview of the “Big 

Rock Cut” area. The foam layers in the area to the right where the park and houses will be have been secured 

with the foam-safe adhesive. The “benched” area to the left has not been glued yet. Since the Mystic Branch 

is modular the stacked foam is cut at the module seams so that when/if the modules are taken apart, the 

terrain separates with each module.  

 

 

The next two photos show several different views of the cut area. Figure 4 shows the details of the park area 

and the two homes along River Road. Figure 5 shows an overview of the entire area. In this photo, all of the 

foam has been secured. Notice that the mountain extends all the way across the Mystic module and part of 

the Val Verde module. Also notice that the area of the Guadalupe River in the foreground has been textured. 

And the river above Mystic Dam has been painted. 

Figure 4 - Park and Home Area Figure 5 - Overview of the terrain behind Mystic 
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 Modeling the “Big Rock Cut” on the Mystic Branch   By Gene Mangum 

 

Finishing the Terrain and Adding Texture 

 

The next task in the process is to smooth out the edges of some of the foam layers. For this, I used very 

course sand paper and a “Sure Form” plane. It isn’t necessary to have a completely smooth surface as the 

next step will fill in and smooth out any irregularities. The area in the actual cut is not “smoothed out”. The 

joints between foam layers simulates the limestone bedding pretty well. For the next step in the terrain 

building process I used Sculptamold. Instead of plain water I mixed diluted earth-colored latex paint with the 

Sculptamold. This way, any scratches or scars later on will not be apparent.  

As the Sculptamold was added, several rock 

castings were pressed into the Sculptamold 

before it had set especially along the mountain 

side. None were placed in the cut. The rock 

castings were made from Hydrocal plaster using 

Woodland Scenics molds. They were initially 

stained using a diluted India ink mixture 

(approximately 50/50 with 70% isopropyl 

alcohol.) See Figure 6. The actual cut was 

textured as the Sculptamold was curing by 

rubbing the surface horizontally with a wetted 

cloth actually exposing some of the layering. This 

simulated the horizontal structure of the 

limestone layers.  

Next, Woodland Scenics ground foam in various colors was sprinkled on the mountainsides and secured with 

diluted white glue. Then, foam clusters in various shades were placed on the terrain and secured with diluted 

white glue. Along the bottom of the cut and along the bench, various sizes of crushed stone were added as 

well as driftwood, etc., again secured by the diluted glue mixture. All of the rock outcroppings along the 

mountain sides and the sides of the cut were dry-brushed with white acrylic paint to bring out the texture of 

the rocks and limestone layers. The area of the cut 

was further detailed by more dry-brushing with 

diluted India ink. Several algae spills were created 

along the sides of the cut to simulate runoff areas. 

See Figure 7. 

 

As can be seen in Figure 7, the primary forest look 

was achieved using “Puff Ball” trees. Puff Ball 

trees are made from rolled up “pillow stuffing” 

material available from Woodland Scenics and 

Micro-Mark. Each ball is dipped in diluted white 

glue and then rolled in various shades of ground 

foam. With the addition of several “hero” trees, the 

results are quite amazing and realistic appearing, 

especially on steep slopes. Figures 8 and 9 show 

more of the finished product. 

Figure 6 - Sculptamold and Rock Castings Added 

Figure 7 - Rock Cut Details 
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 Modeling the “Big Rock Cut” on the Mystic Branch   By Gene Mangum 

 

 

                

 

Well that’s it for this month. See you next month with a new topic! 

Figure 8 – Overall View of the “CUT” and mountain behind Mystic 

Figure 9 - View into the “CUT” along River Road 
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   Happy March Birthdays! 

Greg Slutz, also celebrating his and wife Margaret’s wedding anniversary in March.    

Photo of Greg and Margaret taken at their recent cruise excursion in Antarctica. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Wayburn petting the Museum dog at the Tomball Train Depot Museum. 

 

Also, Happy Belated February Birthday to Andrew Nairn! 

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 



 22 The Derail — March 2020 

     FEBRUARY MINUTES    By Richard Louvet 

President Kelly Russell called the meeting to 
order at 7:00. 
 
There were two visitors. 
 
Kelly thanked Virginia and the Linds for 
punch and cookies. 
 
Steve Sandifer recirculated the Train Show 
sign-up sheets. 
 
Clinic 
Gene Magnum introduced Chuck Lind  for a 
clinic on the east Texas lumber industry. 
Specifically, he covered the history of the 
Southern Pine Lumber Company and the 
Texas Southeastern Railroad Company. The 
pictures and narrative were an informative 
look at a typical company town logging 
operation as it grew into the present day. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The January minutes were approved as 
published. 
 
The January bank balance was $14,278.31. 
Expenses for the last months were $800 for 
Stafford Centre rental, $235 for equipment for 
the Hogg Middle School, $43 for GHTS ID 
bracelets and $53 for accounting software 
upgrade. There were $230 in Train Show 
vendor table sales. 
 
The meeting calendar for 2020 will change to 
the second Tuesday for the months of March 
and November. Reminders will be published 
in the Derail. 
 
Clinics 
We are scheduled until November. 
 
Lone Star Region 
Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ for 
clinic information. The next board meeting 
will be in late February. 

 
Membership Committee 

Our Facebook is at https://

www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-

Railroad-Club-112449312120157/ 

Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 

Our Groups.io is at SJMRRC@Groups.io 

 

Divina Gato-Hogno said that with JayC. 

Williams, we will start a weekly question for 

Facebook readers to answer. The idea is to 

increase participation. 

 

Old Business 

JayC. thanked the club for the support of his 

Hogg Middle School Students.  

 

LSR Sunset Limited Convention 
Dave Shafer said registrations were up to 147 
(now 148 plus guests). Walk-ins will be 
welcome. 
This year we have 27 operating slots in 16 
sessions. There are 15 layouts on the self-

guided layout tour. There is a total of 42 
clinic slots over the three days of the 
convention. 
 

GHTS 
Tom H. Bailey covered the rules for the San 
Jac table member sales. NO JUNK! 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45. 
 

Respectively submitted, 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer  

 

 

http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

Jeff Williams (mellowmiata@hotmail.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

 

Union Pacific 3985 & 
“Full Throttle” Steve Lee, 

UP Engineer 

        

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — March 2020 

President:  Kelly Russell  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: Gene Mangum  

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  Tom Bailey  

tfbailey@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: Robert (Bob) Barnett MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

 

“Transition Era Freight Cars —  

1940s – 1950s” 

by  

Tom Palmer 

 

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Denny McGonigle (cookies) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
mailto:mellowmiata@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:tfbailey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rbarnett@ljaengineering.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVcOPIaekOU

