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Greetings – the LSR Convention in conjunction with the Greater Houston Train show is 

upon us – the last-minute rush is upon us.  Thanks to all who have spent much time in 

preparation – there are only a few more days… It will be interesting to see the reaction from 

the LSR members to the new format.  Registration is up to over 150 people registered.    

Bob has several areas where volunteers are still needed – please make sure to sign up at the 

meeting.  Please check the LSR website for updates.  Phil Stewart is hosting a guided tour 

of Houston with a twist towards railroading in Houston…only a few seats remain – a not-to-

miss event  ! 

The presentation at last month’s meeting on Gene’s Alternate History was quite amusing.  It 

was an interesting take on what the Gulf Northwestern Railroad could have been. 

Congratulations again to Pete Leach for his MMR achievement… How many others do we 

have that are on the same path to MMR?  Let’s stay focused and get those last few 

certificates and we too, can join the elite Masters.   

Keep an eye to the future… the 2023 NMRA National Convention will be held in the Dallas 

area – start making plans now. 

Will see you all at the February meeting.  Keep the wheels turning.  

Kelly 

Due to primary voting in March at Bayland,                              

the San Jac meeting will be moved to                                

Tuesday, March 10, 2020  

The February meeting date remains February 4, 2020. 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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Plan Ahead: MARCH Meeting Change! 
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Don’t forget that this year the                                                                

2020 Lone Star Region NMRA Convention                                        

will be held to coincide with the Greater Houston Train Show! Further 

information on the convention can be found on the convention website!  

2020 Greater Houston Train Show 

http://www.turbotrains.com/sunset2020/
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May 10, 1925 – Wiscasset, Maine 

Residents of the town were awakened on Tuesday morning by the sounds of a steam powered pile driver down 

by the old wharves. The crew was busy sinking new pilings into the harbor bottom. Foreman Ed Glynn told 

this newspaper reporter that the narrow gauge was rebuilding the wharf to provide a secure mooring for the 

coastal vessels bringing people and cargo in and out of the Sheepscot Valley. 

Pete Leach, Cub Reporter, Lincoln County News 

Figure 1 - The crew has completed installing nearly 100 wood pilings for the Railroad Wharf. Additional pilings will be installed around the wharf 

after the deck is in place. The harbor bottom is plywood painted black. That isn’t snow on the ground behind the wharf, it is unfinished scenery! 

One of the last major projects on my Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington layout was constructing the 

Railroad Wharf. While my version is selectively compressed from the prototype, it is still a large structure, 

about 20” X 20”. Several visitors have asked how I achieved the worn, weathered look on my pilings. Here is 

the method I used to mass produce them. 

The materials used were already in my arsenal of railroad stuff. The photo below shows what I used for the 

project. 

Figure 2 - Materials used included Driftwood and Brown stain from Hunterline®, Super Leaf from Scenic Express, Mars Black, Titanium White, and 

Primary Yellow acrylic artist paints, Grimy Black from Model Masters, two well used paint brushes and an old hacksaw blade. 

   The Home Stretch — Piling It On           By Pete Leach MMR 
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Wood dowels 3/16” in diameter were used since they didn’t look too bulky. This works out to 9 inches in O 

scale. To add texture, I scraped the dowels with a hacksaw blade before cutting to length. After scraping, 

Driftwood stain from Hunterline® was applied to give the dowel the look of weathered wood. 

Next came cutting the dowels to length using a razor saw. I determined the length needed during the design 

process. In this case, 2 inches. 

The coast of Maine experiences some drastic changes in water level due to the tides. The tide rises and falls 

twice daily by more than 10 feet! I wanted to model my scene at about 2 feet, or ½” in O Scale, below high 

tide. The water leaves dark stains or high-water mark, on the pilings. I painted the bottom half inch of the 

pilings with Grimy Black to show that mark. See Fig 4 below follow along. 

There tends to be a lot of plants and animals living on pilings between the high and low tide levels. Mars 

Black and Titanium White artist acrylics were dabbed on the Grimy black portion to give the look of 

barnacles. There are more than barnacles growing on these pilings! I had to find a way to model the other 

things that grow on and around the pilings in this tidal zone. 

After combing through the modeling materials and supplies on hand, I happened upon a container of Super 

Leaf material in Moss Green from Scenic Express. I have used it in some of the model trees to provide texture 

and details. I coated the lower area of the piling with white glue, then dipped it into the Super Leaf container. 

After shaking of the loose or excess, I set aside to dry. This gave the look of “sea weed” plant life that finds a 

home on these pilings. 

Figure 3 - White glue was brushed on the Grimy Black, then dipped into the Super Leaf material 

Once dry, a diluted Brown stain (approximately 50:50 mix) was brushed on to tone down the bright Yellow-

Green color. This also provided some variation in the color and is very important with modeling nature. 

The pilings were glued on the black painted plywood surface as shown in Fig 1. The wharf was later 

completed with horizontal joists and the decking.  Then, other pilings would be cut to fit specific areas around 

the wharf. These include posts to prevent damage to the wharf caused by a wayward vessel. Where the tops 

were exposed, diluted Brown stain was applied followed by layers of Mars Black and Titanium White to 

simulate a buildup of gull droppings. 

   The Home Stretch — Piling It On           By Pete Leach MMR 
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A summary of the steps to construct these pilings (See Fig 4 below): 

1. Scrape the dowel to add texture, then stain with Driftwood. 

2. Paint the high-water mark with grimy black. 

3. Add “barnacles” using dabs of white and black artist paint. 

4. Add sea growth using Super Leaf - Moss Green.  

5. Tone down the strong yellow color of the Super Leaf with diluted Brown stain. 

6. Stain the tops of the cut pilings with the diluted Brown stain, followed by dry brushing white and black 

artist paint to simulate gull droppings.  

Figure 4 - Samples of Pilings from start to finish:  

To continue the look of the “sea weed” growing out from the pilings underwater, a loose mix of Mars Black 

and Primary Yellow was dabbed on the black plywood. Because Mars Black contains a lot of blue pigment, it 

creates green when mixed with Yellow. A loose mix results when both colors are picked up on the brush but 

not mixed to a homogeneous color. The result is Green, Black, and Yellow streaks. The clear water 

(Woodland Scenics Realistic water in this case) is applied to give depth to the scene. 

Figure 5 - Close up of the "sea weed" created with 2 artist colors applied before the clear "water" is added. 

   The Home Stretch — Piling It On           By Pete Leach MMR 
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Figure 6 - The pilings are in place, waiting for the water and the ships to arrive! Those tall pilings serve as buffers for the ships that dock. 

Making the many pilings needed to construct the Railroad Wharf was not difficult. Having a system made the 

work go by quickly. The results were better than I hoped. Completing the wharf has been a giant step on my 

journey down the Home Stretch! 

The following members have attended and used their nametags at every meeting in 2019.  
(May was excluded because of flooding.)  

Tom Bailey 

David Currey 

Jeffery Fowler 

Ben Harris 

Liz Harris 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

Geoffrey Hogno 

Gene Mangum 

Scott Parker 

Jeff Williams 

   The Home Stretch — Piling It On           By Pete Leach MMR 

     Name Tag Honor Roll       By Richard Louvet 
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I have a confession to make:  I recently pulled the best practical joke I have ever pulled.  It happened at an 
operating session.  This article discusses that joke in detail:  the germination of the idea, planning it, and 
executing it.  Take notes, all you practical-joker-wannabes. 

I’m not much of a practical joker, and when I pull one, it is usually just a spur of the moment thing.  For 
instance, where I used to work, I noticed that the employee’s door directly across the hall from mine had a 
mechanical flap on the bottom that didn’t close all the way when the door closed.  One day the guy in there 
was involved in some serious thinking about a programming problem, so I took a quarter out of my pocket, 
and slid it under the door as hard as I could.  It slid silently across the carpet about ten feet and slammed 
against the wall under the guy’s desk.  The loud racket it made nearly bolted him out of his chair.  I quickly 
ducked down the hall to the break room so he wouldn’t know what had happened or who did it.  Later, he 
found out it was me, when on a second attempt, the quarter bounced off the carpet, hit his door, and he looked 
up.  I promised him I wouldn’t do the joke again, but he said I could continue doing it as long as I kept using 
quarters and not nickels, as he would keep them. 

Now we will get down to the details of the practical joke I pulled recently on some model railroaders. 

Years ago, shortly after I joined the train club, Ken Caulking became the first member of the club to invite me 
over to operate, and I had a lot of fun operating on his layout over the next years.  Some of you may remember 
the fun and interesting things about his layout:  the seven lift bridges for people to walk through to get to the 
various aisles, “Potty Wye” just past Newtown, the hidden wye back in the corner under the upper storage 
yard, the loop at the town of “Sloop”, his impressive hand-laid double-slip and curved switches leading into 
storage, and of course “AC Switch” that would sometimes start buzzing if too many electrical track switches 
were left open.  (Save-a-Buck Ken had used components from an arcade pinball machine to power switch 
throws, and when a switch was thrown from its normal position, it was held open by electromagnets.  If too 
many switches were left open, AC Switch would start humming.  I don’t know why other switches didn’t 
hum.) 

Several years later, after that first Ken invitation, on a visit to an area train shop, probably the Bellaire 
Roundhouse or TSTX or maybe even G&G or Larry’s, I found on consignment a two-box set of unassembled 
Athearn “Blue Box” kits.  One was a flat car and the other was a boxcar.  I assembled the flat car, and then did 
a heavy weathering job on it, where I used a technique of painting individual boards different and sometimes 
shocking colors, and then weathering with dry-brush and adhesive chalks.  It became a most realistic 
representation of a heavily used flatcar.  I put Kadee couplers on it and presented it to Ken sort of as a thank-
you for all the invites to operate on his layout.  I didn’t know what to do with the boxcar, but I assembled it, 
left it in the box, and forgot about it. 

In early December 2019, I was rummaging through some boxes of model railroad stuff, and came across the 
car.  It still had the horrible “horn hook” couplers that used to be the HO standard long ago, so once again I 
wondered what to do with it.  Then my innocent scheming mind concocted a trick to play with it.  Robert 
Ashcraft had just invited me to operate on his layout in a few days, so I mentally began formulating a plan on 
how to carry out this practical joke on his layout. 

The main problem would be getting the HO scale boxcar into Robert’s layout room without anybody seeing it.  
If seen, the jig would be up.  An HO scale 40-foot boxcar doesn’t hide in a pocket too well, but fortunately it 
was a fairly cold day, so a light windbreaker was reasonable to wear into Robert’s home.   

Thinking beforehand about Robert’s Raton and Western railroad, I decided the best place to carry out this 
devious deviltry would be in the town of Wootton, for several reasons.  It was a large town with lots of 
switching opportunities and many railcar spots, so somebody casually looking at the town or even switching 
there might not notice my “planted” boxcar.  Also, it had two industries where freight cars went into or under 
a building, thus if I utilized one of those, this boxcar would be even less likely to be noticed. 

 

    The Throw-Down Boxcar          By David N. Currey  
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The other problem would be implementing the positioning of the boxcar in the town of Wootton without 
getting caught.  I planned on not trying for one of the yard jobs, so I could plant the boxcar when I eventually 
ran a freight that switched Wootton.  I figured by that time, the other operators would be so focused on their 
own jobs, that nobody would notice me planting this untoward time bomb in the town. 

So, the day of operating finally came, and I went to Robert’s house wearing my windbreaker, with the Athearn 
boxcar tucked deep into one of the pockets.  When it was time to operate, I was the last up the stairs, but the 
jig was almost thwarted when Robert’s wife suggested I leave my jacket downstairs on the couch with the 
other guys’ jackets.  Fumbling for words, I said something like, “Okay, uh, I’ll bring it back down in a minute, 
but I have something I need to talk to Robert about first.” 

So now I was successfully up the stairs with the boxcar in my coat pocket.  There were enough volunteers for 
the yard jobs, so fortunately I would be working road jobs.  My first one was running a doodle bug, so I didn’t 
have time to plant the box in Wootton.  Fortunately, my next train was a freight that needed to do some 
switching there. 

I believe that train started in Morley or Starkville, and soon I was heading down the helix, through Wootton 
Ranch, and into Wootton.  After being granted track and time by Robert, I was ready to implement the 
dastardly plan, when Robert said, “Why don’t you take your jacket off and put it on the back of that chair over 
there?”  What was this?  A conspiracy by the Ashcrafts to denude me of the jacket and derail my practical 
joke.  I answered with, “Okay.  Let me get my switching done in Wootton first, and then I’ll put it over there.”  
Fortunately, Robert was good with that, and soon I was surveying Wootton for the best place to stick the 
boxcar.  My original location, which is Robert’s Printing, still seemed like the best place.   

The rail spur at Robert’s Printing went completely inside the building and out the rear, and it was big enough 
to completely hide the boxcar.  Also, and advantageously, there was already a car located in the building, so 
glancing around to make sure nobody was looking, I began my skulduggery.  I quickly retrieved the boxcar 
from my pocket and placed it on the spur track.  Rats!  In my quickness, I was having trouble getting the 
wheels on the rails, but I finally did get it on the track.  Pushing it into the building, I shoved it so it was about 
two inches inside the building’s rail door, and therefore sort of in shadow.  Perfect!  The car barely protruded 
out the rear of the building, but the other car effectively hid the horn hook coupler on that end.  Excellent!  
Glancing around, I saw nobody was paying attention to me, so I innocently began switching the town doing 
my set-outs and pick-ups, and when finished, walked over and put my jacket on the back of the chair as 
Robert had suggested. 

Perhaps thirty minutes later, I was switching Starkville with another train.  In the back of my mind I had been 
thinking, “What if nobody has to go into the Robert’s Printing industrial spur tonight?  My wretched trickery 
would be all for naught if that happens.”  I continued working Starkville, while Walter Pasciak was switching 
Morley.  After a few more minutes, I heard a bit of a mild ruckus start up in the main layout room.  You know 
the kind of ruckus, where modelers are participating in some humorous chitchat, throwing accusatory barbs at 
one another, while countering the ones thrown at them.  I wish I had a better memory for what exact words 
were spoken, but at first it seemed that several people were talking at once, and I couldn’t understand what 
exactly was being said. 

Soon, though, I heard Al Stokes say something like, “What’s going on here?  What are you trying to pull?”  I 
think that was directed at Robert, and Robert quickly queried Al about what he was referring to, and walked 
over to see what the problem was. 

“This boxcar has NMRA couplers on it.  What’s the big idea?” said Al.  The other guys continued making 
comments directed at Al, for which you can probably imagine them better than if I tried to recreate them here.  
I believe Randall Wilson said some things, and I’m sure Dick Louvet put in his two pence worth, along with 
Walter Pasciak.  Not sure if Jeff Williams said anything.  Him being a newbie and all, he might not have 
wanted to step on any toes, so may have tread lightly verbally. 

    The Throw-Down Boxcar          By David N. Currey  
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Finally, Robert stated, as if he was being unjustly accused, “That’s not my boxcar.  That’s a throw-down 
boxcar.” 

I couldn’t help laughing internally at that statement, but I kept silent.  Finally, I said something like, “What’s 
going on in there?” and walked over to the doorway into the main room.   

If I could have picked the perfect person for this practical joke to be played upon, it would have been Al.  He 
has a good, rather dry, sense of humor, and he’s fun to poke at with verbal gibes here and there.  I forget his 
exact words, but he explained what was going on.  He had now taken the car off the track and placed it on the 
ground.  He already had another troublesome car on the ground that he had had a problem with.  Poor Al!  He 
vigorously maintained that he had nothing to do with the wayward boxcar. 

I went back to Starkville.  Eventually, I was switching a town in the main room again.  Another person, I 
believe it was Tom Bailey, said something like, “Al.  That’s an SP boxcar.  Since you model the SP, you’re 
the most likely culprit for putting that car there.” 

Al was quick to respond, “That’s a ‘DF’ boxcar.  That’s from after the era I model.” 

I decided to join in, and said, “Well, that’s probably why you stuck it on Robert’s layout:  You can’t use it on 
your own railroad.” 

The subject of the throw-down boxcar arose several more times during the night.  I thought that was a pretty 
neat term that Robert had coined, though I saw in Jeffs’ Derail article last month where he used the term 
“throw-down” in relation to something else, so he may have been surreptitiously referring to the incident I’m 
writing about here, or maybe the term had also been used earlier in the operating session.  An hour or so later, 
when I was passing Al in Wootton, I asked him how many times he bumped his locomotive inside the door at 
Robert’s Printing trying to couple onto the throw-down boxcar.  He said he did it about twelve times.  I 
thought that was hilarious, and couldn’t help laughing at that. 

Towards the end of the evening, the general consensus among the group seemed to be that Al had planted the 
boxcar, but at one point somebody pointed the blame at me, because I had once pulled some tomfoolery 
several years before in the town of Jansen, where I had cows from the stock pens riding around on the tops of 
the cattle cars I was switching.  I had stated back then that I was doing that to test the trackwork, but in reality, 
I was just funning around.  (No cows fell off, by the way, for Robert is known for his good trackwork.) 

By the end of the Raton and Western operating session, nobody still had admitted to pulling the joke, and I 
certainly didn’t.  I left the boxcar on the layout, and I hope Robert will now think of it as a thank-you for all 
the invites I have had to operate on his layout.  I believe I am seventh on the seniority roster, based on a 
person’s number of visits operating on the R&W.  Robert can put Kadee couplers on the car if he chooses, or 
use it in the future as a throw-down boxcar to pull a similar joke on a newbie or seasoned pro.  Surely, though, 
I imagine Robert gave some more thought to who the culprit might have been, and if he thinks back about the 
circumstances surrounding my windbreaker, that might make me the most likely perpetrator of the “Throw-
Down Boxcar Incident at Wootton”. 

Epilogue:  At the January meeting, I casually conversed with some of the guys there that night, and asked 
them if they had figured out who had planted the throw-down boxcar.  The general consensus seemed to be 
that I had done it, though Al Stokes was still a suspect.  “Why, I model in N scale.  What would I be doing 
with an HO scale boxcar?” I said.  They seemed to think I would have the nerve to try something like that.  I 
walked up to Robert Ashcraft and asked him if he had figured out who had done it.  He immediately said, “It 
was you,” and correctly pointed out about my jacket which I utilized to conceal the boxcar.  I admitted to 
nothing, because I wanted to publish this confession first. 

 

 

    The Throw-Down Boxcar          By David N. Currey  
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Left to right in the police line-up:  Walter Pasciak, David Currey, Robert Ashcraft, Al Partlow, Tom 
Bailey, and Jeff Williams.  Will the guilty party please step forward?  Dick Louvet had already fled 

the scene of the crime.  Guilt by desertion?  Photo taken by (not guilty?) Randall Wilson.  

The Derail — February  2020 

 

Well, all things considered, I guess the jig is up.  The water’s too hot around here, so I’ll have to leave the 
country.  If I stay here, I will be accused of all kinds of future tomfoolery, even though my name isn’t Tom.  
I’ll escape to Argentina, where under an assumed name, I can carry out practical jokes on unsuspecting 
Argentinian model railroaders. 

Time to tie this article up. 

 

 

    The Throw-Down Boxcar          By David N. Currey  

The Southern Pacific DF Hydra-Cushion Underframe throw-down boxcar, with NMRA horn-hook couplers. 
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   Derail Archives  August 1997       Submitted by Richard Louvet 

TRAINS, TRAINS, AND MORE TRAINS! 
By Virginia Freitag 

 

As we headed west on our vacation, we began following the UP mainline through Wyoming. We 

picked it up at Tie Siding then on through Laramie and into Medicine Bow. 

While stopped for gas, across the highway from the double mainline, two trains passed so Gilbert 

asked the station attendant if there was a campground in the area. Without hesitation, he said "If 

you're planning to stay the night, you should stay next door in The Virginian". 

He went on to explain that it was a restored hotel and that it was where "The Virginian" had been 

filmed. 

Although there was no sign out, he assured us that it did indeed have rooms to rent and that it was 

worth looking into. 

Meantime, two more trains passed so Gilbert agreed to let me check it out while he went across the 

street, with camera in hand. After all, a hotel across the highway from such an active track couldn't be 

too bad an idea. 

The hotel appeared very plain on the outside, but when I stepped inside it was like walking into a 

movie set. There was a beautiful dining room off to the far left and a less elaborate dining room just 

inside the entrance and a typical saloon on the right. A young college age boy greeted me and 

introduced me to a lady who took care of renting the rooms. She explained there were restored rooms 

and suites upstairs on the second and third floors and modem rooms in the back. 

I proceeded to ask if any of the restored rooms were on the front, she smiled and said I was welcome 

to go up and choose any room I wanted from the ones which weren't already taken. Seeing was 

believing. It was obvious this was truly worthy of filming movies in. I anxiously went back 

downstairs and out to tell Gilbert of my find. 

He agreed and we spent the night in a suite right in the front on the top floor. 

There was a window in the bedroom which, when sleeping at the foot of the bed, we could simply 

listen for the road crossing warning bell and then open our eyes and see the trains. There were even 

two windows in the bathroom where, when bathing or doing other duties, we could look out and see 

the trains. However, we didn't really know that trains would run two at a time (one in each direction) 

at least every 20 minutes ALL NIGHT. We both happened to be awake at one point during the night 

and, after two trains had passed, Gilbert said, "well, we won't be disturbed for 20 or 30 minutes". 

BUT not over 10 minutes passed when we heard ding! ding! ding! We just laughed. Needless to say, 

we agreed we didn't get more than a total of 3 hours of sleep, but it was a railfan 's dream room. 

If you're looking for a hot spot to railfan, go to Medicine Bow, Wyoming. 

 

Editor’s Note: The Virginian Hotel is still in operation, complete with double track UP mainline. See 

https://historicvirginianhotel.vpweb.com/ for more info. 

https://historicvirginianhotel.vpweb.com/
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      Tim’s Fences       By Gene Mangum 

Background 
Over the years I have built many structures…most kit-built, but, several scratch-built. Of these structures, 

those that were businesses were generally named for old friends of mine. Walker Transfer & Storage is named 

for one of my mentors, Larry Walker. Adamek’s Saddle Shop is named after a real saddle shop that was in 

Kerrville for many years. I went to school with Charley Adamek’s Daughter, Mary Elaine. As I was designing 

and building my Mystic Branch Railroad, I knew that I would include as many of these already built structures 

as I could. I named some of the new businesses and industries after friends and family as well: Packard’s Farm 

and Ranch Supply is named after a high school pal of mine, Duan “Clipper” Packard. Likewise, Blount 

Energy is named for another high school pal, Dale Blount. I also named some of the businesses for places in 

my hometown of Kerrville, TX; for example, the Charles Schreiner Bank is a real bank in Kerrville. 

My Dad was a Bus Driver for the Kerrville Bus Company, so I have a small bus terminal in Mystic. Likewise, 

my wife Rita’s Dad worked for Texaco for many years, so, I had to include a Texaco Station.  As I was 

finishing the design for the Branch, our Son, Tim said “Hey, you need a fence business”. I said, “Sure”. Tim 

went with me to a railroad show and purchased some fence kits, a truck, a fork lift, some stacked lumber, etc. 

So, then I was committed. By the way, our Son, Tim, actually owns a Fence Business…he has been in 

business for over 20 years and is very successful. (Small commercial, here). 

Construction 
Figures 1 and 2 show the plot plan for Tim’s Fences. The Lot is on Bowie Street in Mystic and is 60’ wide at 

the curb, is 88’ deep along the left side by the Texaco Service Station, and 80’ deep on the Water Works Side. 

The lot is paved with concrete (0.060” Styrene with expansion joints scribed and painted concrete color 

(Model Master Concrete Acrylic paint)). The entire complex is surrounded by fences. The side toward the gas 

station and the rear of the property is standard “3-rail” wood fencing. The front and water works sides are 

decorative metal fencing (a very popular option).  There are two structures, the warehouse and office. There is 

also a 20’ container and a 20’ dumpster. Various fence building supplies, ready for loading, are scattered 

around the property along with several workers. 

 
The Structures  
I couldn’t’ find a kit that I liked for the warehouse, so I decided to scratch-build it. To fit the lot, the 

warehouse needed to be no wider than about 40’ and no deeper than about 25’. I had some old “Board & 

Figure 1 – Plan View of Tim's Fences  Figure 2 – Overhead View of Tim's Fences 
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Batten” scale wood siding on hand that I determined could simulate raised seam metal siding. This material 

was used for the sides and ends. 40’ in width worked well with the siding and 24’ in depth did as well. The 

interior was braced with 1/4” strip wood. The siding was treated with sanding sealer and sanded very smooth. 

Several coats of sanding sealer were applied with ever finer sanding. The large rollup doors are Pikestuff 

Engine House doors that measure 12’ wide by 15’ tall. This dimension set the height of the sides at 16’. On 

the ends, the peak of the roof was set at 24’. Pikestuff 42” personnel doors were used on the front and rear, 

with Pikestuff 48” X 60” machine shop windows used on the ends and rear of the building. The roof was made 

from Campbell corrugated roofing on .040” styrene. The large “TIM’S FENCES” sign was created using two 

cut-down business cards laminated together, edged with .010” styrene. The mounting braces were fabricated 

from .010” piano wire. After assembly but before adding the window glazing, the structure was primed and 

painted with semi-gloss gray paint (Floquil CSX Gray GLS).  

The office building was made from a Walthers Yard Office Kit (# 933-3517). It measures ~27’ x 36’. The 

foundation was painted a concrete color using the same paint as used on the parking lot. The building was left 

unpainted, but it was gently weathered, and interior partitions around the office and bathroom were built 

using .040 styrene. A sewer vent was added to the roof over the bathroom and a Blair Line AC unit was 

added. 

The container is a 20’ shipping container of unknown origin. (I believe that I bought it back in the 1970’s.) I 

weathered it gently as well. The container is used to store fence building hardware, etc. (Tim actually has one 

on his lot…so I figured that this late 1970’s version needed one as well).  

 

The dumpster is a Walthers Kit as well. I have many of these spread among the industries and businesses on 

the Branch. As I was creating other models, I put the scrap wood shavings, cardstock, styrene, metal, etc. into 

the dumpsters. So, they really are filled with scrap materials. See Figure 3 for an overall view of Tim’s Fences 

from Bowie Street. Figures 4, 5 and 6 show other views of the complex. 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – View from Bowie Street  Figure 4 – View from the Texaco Station   
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The Detai ls  
With any model business or industry, the details make the difference. In the yard there are stacks of lumber, 

spare fence parts, scrap material, and drums of smaller parts. One of the trucks is being loaded before heading 

out to a job. Tim is standing by the office door talking with a prospective customer.  Figures 7 and 8 show the 

details in the fence company yard. 

 

 

 

Well. That is it for this month. See you next month with a new topic. 

 

Figure 5 – View from Main Street Figure 6 – View from the water works   

Figure 7 – Yard Details  Figure 8 – More Yard Details  
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Francis A. Ackermann 

1927-2020 

Francis Alvin Ackermann, 93, of Houston, Texas, passed away peacefully on January 11, 2020. 

Son of the late Frank Anthony Ackermann and Mariá Sharp, Francis is survived by his loving wife of 67 

years, Ellen Tabary Ackermann. He is also survived by his five children: Pattie (Leda) Ackermann, Lori 

Ackermann Powell, Judy (Troy) Fischer, Bradley (Roseanne) Ackermann and Barbara Ackermann. 

Additionally, Francis is survived by his younger brother Marvin (June) Ackermann and many devoted 

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and his godchild. He was preceded in death by his 

younger brother, Mack (Lorraine) Ackermann. 

Francis was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. Texaco moved his family to Houston and he retired from 

Texaco in 1986. He was an avid model train lover and a member of the San Jacinto Model Train 

Association. 

A special thank you the staff of Legend Oaks Healthcare for their loving care and support. 

Funeral Services will be held at Saint Catherine of Siena Catholic Church on Friday morning at 

10:00.  In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Saint Catherine of Siena Catholic Church.  

    RIP FRANCIS ACKERMANN       Submitted by Steve Sandifer 

     Mark’s Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

Last month we checked our power supplies for electrical phase.  To make sure that the polarity 
along the rails is maintained at the boundaries of the power districts (DC and DCC), use an 
LED tester across the gap. 
  
With power on to the track, temporarily connect an LED to the bus wires or the rails across the 
boundary.  Don’t forget to add a dropping resistor to the LED (800 – 1000 Ohms in series).  
  
The power from one rail should indicate the proper polarity when the LED lights when 
connected to the opposite rail across the boundary.  (You may have to flip the LED leads 
around when using DC power.)  If the LED lights when connected across the gap of the same 
side rail, the polarity is reversed.  These simple indicators can be a huge help if trains balk at 
running across block limits. 
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   Happy February  Birthdays! 

 

 

 Don Formanek  
(Don pictured with wife Sidney during her birthday 

celebration in November.)   
 
 

 

 

 

 JayC. Williams  
(JayC. during his Clinic presentation at the  
San Jacinto Model Railroad Club meeting.)   

 

 
 
 
 

 Pete Leach MMR  
(Pete with his train layout.)   

 
And congratulations,  
Pete Leach MMR 649  

 
 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday to Bob Sandhaas!  

(No photo)   

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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Congratulations on the engagement of Blake Bogs  
to his high school sweetheart, Megan Rackley! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Divina Gato-Hogno (pictured with husband 

Geoff), who was admitted to the University of Texas in Arlington to 
pursue her Doctor in Nursing Practice studies! She was selected to 

receive the Graduate Gerontology Scholarship.  
 

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 
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     JANUARY MINTUES     By Richard Louvet 

President Kelly Russell called the meeting to 

order at 7:03. 

There was one visitor. 

Kelly thanked Virginia Freitag for hosting the 

annual Christmas Party. 

Chuck Lind presented Pete Leach with three 

NMRA achievement awards: 

 Model Railroad Engineering: Electrical 

 Model Railroad Engineering: Civil 

 Scenery 

Pete has completed the requirements to become 

a Master Model Railroader. 

Kelly thanked Virginia and the Hognos for 

punch and cookies. 

Clinic 

Gene introduced himself for a clinic on the 

“The Gulf Northwestern Railroad – The 

Railroad That Should Have Been”. What 

followed was a detailed history of the GNR, 

complete with details of routes including 

grades, curves, trackside facilities and major 

bridges (and one tunnel). The clinic included 

maps of the GNR from its inception until the 

present day. Gene covered the relationships 

with other roads in Texas and the spate of 

consolation and agreements, including the ICC. 

Considering the Gulf Northwestern was purely 

in Gene’s imagination, the clinic was 

remarkable as well as entertaining. 

Treasurer’s Report 

There were no December minutes. 

The January bank balance was $15,179.85. 

Expenses for the last two months was $118 for 

rentals, $76 for software and $15 in vendor 

table refunds. There were $915 in Train Show 

vendor table sales. 

The meeting calendar for 2020 will change to 

the second Tuesday for the months of March 

and November. Reminders will be published in 

the Derail. 

Clinics 

Gene Mangum needs clinicians – let him know 

if you can present. He will entertain shorter (20 

minute) presentations. If a date is open, we will 

hear the GNR presentation again. Kelly will 

also have members recount their latest projects. 

Train Show 

Steve Sandifer handed out the sign-up sheets 

for the GHTS. 

Lone Star Region 

Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ for 

clinic information. Jim Kelly listed possible 

future clinics as: 

 Scenery 

 Into to PanelPro 

 Track Laying & Turnout Wiring 

 LED Lighting 

 Keep Alives 

 Passenger Car Detailing 

 Block Detection 

 Soldering 

 Locomotive Maintenance 

 Another “Make and Take” 

Membership Committee 

Our Facebook is at https://www.facebook.com/

San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-

112449312120157/ 

Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 

Our Groups.io is at SJMRRC@Groups.io 

Divina Gato-Hogno said that JayC. Williams 

will share moderator duties for Facebook. 

http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
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     JANUARY MINTUES     By Richard Louvet 

The “Buddy” callboard is still active. Please 

check the posted list before each meeting. 

Old Business 

Chuck Lind said that initial experience with the 

San Jac shirt vendor has been positive. The 

shirts look good and turnaround is short. If 

sales are high enough the club will get a kick-

back on each sale.  

LSR Sunset Limited Convention 

Bob Barnett had a list of chairmen: 

 Contest: Ray Byer. All formal judging will 

be handled through LSR. See the website 

for information. San Jac will conduct only 

the Dannenbrink “Open Loads” contest, but 

not as NMRA entries. 

 GHTS Chairman: Steve Sandifer 

 Vendor Tables: Robert Ashcraft 

 Registrar: Tom Marsh 

 Tours: Randall and Diane Wilson. Phil 

Stewart will be conducting a Houston 

Historical Tour for both rails and non-rails. 

See www.discoverhoustontours.com for 

details. 

 Caterer: Otto’s BBQ 

 Layout Tour: Craig Brantley 

 In House Non-Rails: Divina Gato-Hogno 

 Handout: Dick Louvet 

 Door Prizes/Raffle: Steve Sandifer 

 Clinics: David Currey 

 Op Sessions: Robert Ashcraft. We need 

more operators and all San Jac member are 

encouraged to sign up to fill out the call 

boards. 

JayC. Williams discussed his work with model 

railroading in HISD. Anyone who visited the 

school during the Saturday clinics was 

impressed with his students. He is planning on 

having the kids build 6-8 modules this year. In 

JayC’s words: “As for club needs, here are the 

big ones at the moment: 

 code 100 NS flex track 

 turnouts 

 rail joiners 

 medium green blended turf 

 gray blend ballast 

 ground cover stuff 

 foliage for trees 

Should anyone wonder why the specifics of the 

list, our school has to stick with an approved 

vendor list, and purchases made with any 

school funds (whether they be donations, raised 

funds, or budget outlays) must come from this 

approved vendor list. Lumber, foam, and 

screws are the kinds of things we can buy with 

donated funds from Lowe's, as they are an 

approved vendor. The items listed above are 

the sorts of specialized things we need from 

non-approved vendors.” 

Steve Sandifer proposed, and Pete Leach 

seconded to budget $500 for the club to 

purchase supplies from “non-approved” 

vendors and donate the material to JayC. as 

needed. Motion passed on a voice vote. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer  

http://www.discoverhoustontours.com
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

Jeff Williams (mellowmiata@hotmail.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

Union Pacific Big Boy 4014 
Over Sherman Hill      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_YNFN_MIXg 

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — February  2020 

President:  Kelly Russell  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: Gene Mangum  

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  Tom Bailey  

tfbailey@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: Robert (Bob) Barnett MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY  4 

 

“East Texas Logging and Timber 

Operations of the Southern Pine 

Lumber Company” 

by  

Chuck Lind MMR 

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Chuck and Laurie Lind (cookies) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
mailto:mellowmiata@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_YNFN_MIXg
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:tfbailey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rbarnett@ljaengineering.com

