Thoudhtosm t he Pr esyl dee ny
The holiday season is over iawepdsaantewt||Dec
attention to the SunsetFebiilmblt3iend Q@R j0DunStR
Greater Houston Train show. Bob has ||se\
great event. |l f you want to hel pi,colndjmactd
Bob. Registration is going well witlh
there are a dozen railroads avail abl e f
contest room for photos, Arts and Craf|ts
contest (cash prizes)yaihotamactovimeinéeés oapdo
Saturday evening. | f you have not si g|hec
The menods gi ft exchange at the Freitdggs
eventful with many i tems making the |JQou
movi ng. A great big thanks to Virginlia
fed This Iis a decade ol d tradition ||t he
Gene is stildl to |l ooking for additiongl
i dea fporresneinitlabBB Doms nutes | ong eacheée |l vy
present a short di siccuosnstiaocnt oGe nae .par t i qjul @
Will see you all at the January meeti nlg c
Kelly
Congratul ati ons!
| SI NJ eS | SFNJeS | $I
| I @S @2dz KSI NRK
t SGS [ St OK
Aa alaluSNJ) azRSt wl|]jt
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The Day | Lost My (Ompenarti

DecembB&rhdai1Day of infamy. Oh wasnagt tihta?

When | visitedRa&todbreranthsWaesgtadd orsi ng t he C
tours in November, he asked me if I had

honest truth, ANope, never have.o I  am g
then said, AWould you I|like to?0 Yes, I

operating sessi onsdotwmnr nbirnagwlisn twoh eme asro nmken ong
a box car in front of the wrong business
town or forgot to reset the turnouts on f
think quick to answer Robert and | threw
know NOTHI NG about operating sessions or
pri mer on how to operate a DCC throttl e! g
by my obvious reluctance Robert continue(
about having an operating session on his
coul d | say, ANOO? This guy had just op
and invited a complete ignoramus the oppo

Now, i n my mind | was thinking that t his
more c¢club operator with Robert casting a

FOR THE RATON AND WESTERN OPERATI

to report to the Raton and Western Rail-1
somewhat horrified, as experienced D@&lvuld o
( A Mr . Everythingo when it comes to railrtr
managing MY YARD! ), Tom Bailey and Al Pa
Dick Louvet (the ever studious and qui et
going to be far more Iintense than what I
I had a good and valid Athrow downo r eas
wanted to chicken out at the | ast mi nut
operations call emai | came out and was su
of operations. However, knowing most of

could be a fun group and besi des
committed.

Wi sel vy, Robert Ashcraft was watching ove
turnout throws and suggesting the best !
efficiency of my operations. To be fair
especially in the town of Wootten, wher e
spent a day in Wootten one houro (moving
|l ong enough to allow the right number of
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My

( Ome narts

Figuwwrking Wootton-chwictke mgopngr dtiisansand |t hr
Il n the spirit of the Holiday season | had b
his | ayout before the operations session| be
reindeer car should be placed on a train. )
| ocomotive when containing |live animals [so
their final destination (among other reason:
should go in fromobtofbeclhe@skoRootdlifvevoul d| be
because reindeer poop-khkpkeknwoswmmeld & Kphe wpeal
a pleasant smel | for the train engineer (|not
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Lost My (Ompenarti
Fi guatTehe2 bobbing reindeer car (that reall
From the banter going on in the background i
Robert di d an excell ent ] ob I n generating
chall enged and fullhoengagedat hngugkest offhe
me was that I |l earned a | ot about railroljad
were performed as close towrehl cahbhl srbadflope
from the Yard Masters. |l was certainly c¢hal
my train operations finished soiltohtast odt hernse
mo st I |l earn best by doing, making mistakes
on this operating session | know | wi | | be
much assistance in getting my fAtrain acto toc
Fi gu-sTehe3 "newbie” assistaddiyi tghea seasoned
| ayer of confusion to an already perr¢
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Lost

My

Fi guirMos4t of the Raton and Weandalnl cWielws o nf,r oW
Pasci ak, David Currey, Rober-huwmshgy af TohDBaip
(Ph D in Reindeer Microbiology), and Jef f | Wil

of the crime before this picture| co
As with any activity itodos the peopl e h alft 1
|l i ke playing with trains? |l tds hard to | ma
wi t h! So, i f you have been reluctant t g si
another fun aspect of| th
take that | mipaonrd aitgr|iup

operating session. Not
but you wi || gain an é

lmodel er s wh o have acce
chall enge and di fficul t)
| ayout designed speci|fic

t hRat on and WeWet lelr ndone

Ashcraft!

A speci al note of thanks

who not only put up wj|th

guys invading her |1dVely

but she even fed us | unc
FiguWal3er brings the f|lina

thereby ending the operjat.

5
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Model -FRandmPigcni c Tabl es atytkrely

have been doing some scenery work int
il road and came across @apgdbunéebdi bgsl @&
uld make a neat pl acewadbch HOh&caper at:
ntacted Collinds Toys and Hobbies Gal ¢
adly provided their sponsorship. Fi
w about some picnic tabl es. Af ter ca
t of glue, soon ther eplaace ,6 at albd reds c
me fl ower s, grass and a driveway. L
stalling a | ight. We should | ook for
| ore for theisdf assppoBte sfurmod®l st aipl by
d watch trains ; ./ THE CHOPPER

ma k e t he t
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4 glued wunder i
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o long for the
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plicator Bandd |
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REALI STI C OPERATI ONS ON YOUR MGDREAI P

I n this edition of our series, we wil/| be tak|ing
Southern Pacific Galveston Subdivision back |in

actually a Aturno that operated dail vy, e xcepjlt S
where the SP served bofTaxGGbdweaal Rubber and |Pet
This train |l ends itself to various modeling |pos
available in most scal es, handled a variety aqof ¢
interest to any freight trai® orThea-11Ad caoamdiBieyv eSP
Nose Paint Scheme (red/ gray). The cars in the t
and an ol der class bay window caboose which was

The crew consisted of an engineer, fireman, C 0N (
job as both of the plants served required oper at
i ssues. The engineer, fireman and conductor| we
brakemen were fAextra boardo empl oyees.

The South Local was wuswually called for around 7:
Shops at 7: 00 AM to pick up their motive power &
the caboose was assigned to this train, it usual
in the air and make the brief trip to Engl ewpod
t he Al ocal yardo or, if a Il onger train, it was &
the facility.

Departing Engl ewood, -hhedtcarme madeog$eWdllgi|s veif
towards I nterstate 10 and the Buffalo Bayou Brid
Sinco, the head brakeman | ined the switch ingto

siding until the rear end cleared the west switec
to the main and the Goodyear Lead switch for | thit
into the small storage yard adjacent to the Good
The first switching work of the day involved |pul
Track and spotting that track with empty box |car
moved over to the other side of the plant to |[pul
of cars off the inbound train or from the st|or a
ended tracks with multiple car spots along each
making the | ong shoves to spot inbounds. Swi|t ch
After a Il ong morning of heavy switching at Gaqody
Cafeteri a, which was a welcome change from t he
cafeteria was also air conditioned, which was| a

The afternoon -Was Gpemicalt Peltlriong and spottj]ng
hazardous materials in a very complex and cr owd e
and switching required numerous trailing and| fa
Mi nor derail ments were frequent and it was allway
frogs wherever they were needed. That was, of
back on the rail by using a switch frog, whi ¢h nt
met hod was not a standard operating procedujre

railroading worl d. Again, switch |Iists were |uti
The Dedambary 2020 8



REALI STI C OPERATI ONS ON YOUR MGDREAI P

When t hEexPesw
vement back
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As there was no g
was another rlas
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and headed back |[to
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My stic BrLanohutOfSft agi Biyg ceMo @

A relatively small | ayout l i ke the-l Mysuitc sBragmna
| ayout staging was and is essenti al to the oper.
upon udiarygpuof fstagi ng. I n operati on, each sessio
one of the staging modules. There are a total| of
Each staging module is nominallv four ffeet in |
six inches. Two tracks fit ; f { t hi
modul es were designed with an/ % T Ut
di verging route). This techni : | 2| an
holds a full nine car freight| ; ’ 2 wh
maximum train length that wil/|" 1 rrvi
Verde module was designed witf ; f 2 an
wher e -ltdhyeowtf fstaging modul es oul d
12.5 degree angle all owed the.g“““*’“ww - eact
parall el to the edges of the ; ;’“LQ“"‘ he v
See figure 1. ; M¢Lw:(s\/f?,
Figure 2 shows details of thef*“'”4 ¥ ] ch r
in the framing pl an, the si de| ; | L er |
all made from furniture gradg | " Imb e
topped with | inch grade fnAO T‘l o et nich
, [ g =
¥ i 46% " ouestt g | > ]} :

e — agetsy =)
iw——ﬁ_,___—.-———:lsy‘——’—— o *;’Tj o Vgl /

f ! £l powen J‘;" % j

m«—————————’—‘l‘r’v&c—r’/';-————-’) .*N: 3
” s aastdde (£, 1 oty Aed) R i y } f
ﬂ-—--«.._.:"s 2 i AlaeEd i l : L[ »:.

F"‘!m i PR _‘ ~—q—~~~§ % 3

":E. K2 by elfy )\r'; ;:’
;"“'_‘\‘_’ o SR 0 e Y I e 2, A

S ix2 O

CAIdgMIB[ e 2dzi {dGF3Ay3a az2RdzZ Sa CNI YAGAEIdgMIB[ meé 2dzi { G 3AyH a2l

The end where the module mates with the Val Ver d
with the fipermanento portion of the | ayout was a
Hardware Store on the Southwest Freeway went | a |
pins and sockets. I was able to purchas-dozan| br :
alignment socket s. Usi ngboat t bomresdt nneoru nktii tn gt dh od rei, |
mounted on the Val Verde modul e and akHiagynomuetnjts ts
modul es. See figures 3 and 4.
The Dedambary 2020 10



modul es t he mo

Val Verde mod
socket
mount ed. | nt rtahciks

Pouno +~cCc - o —

dmyott modul e wa
the track coul

ustri

o

- DO CT-STQaO~“tcCc wowmwo
3

o

Q

These

O TT® OO0 0O —©® O ~—
® — ~ -

o< o0oo0a
COSXCwpwmwngS

CAIdeNB fo+SNRS 't AIYYSY

track wdsyld

e . Notice t
rst. Once th

a receptac

az2Rdz S

t £ 3 deMB[ In@ 2 dzil

L E A3y Y|S

d be fnAlatch|®

5.

to t he track
First an At |l as

mate wup with
staging tracks
ground thro
See Figure
the ends of
ng off the mq

pai ntbodr daodf
des and the
taking a | on
eeves are atif

the ACar Card| 4

Detambary

2020

adleeyviews¢ %
t hat are gener "
Pocket i s wide &en

pockets are adher|

Y2 RdzZf S

C A 3 dgNIBf Ic & 2 dzii




My sti c

BrLanyohu t OfSft agi #Byg ceMo @

The track on the staging modu ted.

to both staging tracks and th DCC

Verde. An RCA Plug is used to fr

t he-l aybut modul es. See Figure of t

modul e mated with the Val Ve i|ce

|l ocked and the power wires ar h e

Figure 8 shows a sildaey owite ws taaf(

attached to the | ayout. The n e n

modul e along with a caboose. gan

foll owed by any empties with ar g

cars at | east two cars from t b 0O

Cards for the cars on the mo p |

example one of the road | ocom upl e

covered hopper and pull t he n t he

track, and couple to the rSam : en

Ant o IXiKe virlTX¢ woul d be ready t spatch.

:i \ CAIdNB g2 Y OGASHI BZddly|Y2 Rdz
CAIdeNER$ OQSAI®2dF 200 IAlyI Y

Figure 9 shows the rack that is used to stone t

additional modules, the storage rack has capalcit

Currently, t-dfereagedmaseas nigompms eare stored in Barnkl e

sessions, so, S i

Wh e n t he eveni

Kerrville to Sa

t he staging mo d

unl oaded and a

begi ns. The top

the | ayout and

moved up one p

session is remoyV]

pl aced i n the n

Car cards are | o

i's moved to theeg

storage rack. \

session can be [ ) ,

cars from the evening freight and

any others that have b ERINYHH2WH pag!t IAYI Y2RdA S adpNI 3.

be added to an operating session.

Well thatodos it for this month. See you next mont
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Cel ebration CeyrmeitHage
Happy December Birth
Phi l St ewart

Happy January Birth
Ben Harri s

Congr at uMaartci oVmsn,dendr |
Marc was naturalized

Phot o of Marc with his wife Ci
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Annual Christmas Partyuobmatied hye
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