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It is November – layout tours are underway.  I must thank all the layout owners who 

have volunteered to be open and have worked so hard to make their layouts look 

great.  Craig and Brian have done a wonderful job in coordination and in keeping the 

web page updated with last minute changes.  I am looking forward to my first open 

house appearance.  I hope everyone enjoys my little switching operation and the Dept 

56 North Pole village. 

What a great discussion by Pete on Downsizing at the last meeting, he gave that one 

at the LSR, but I missed it. There was plenty of information there that we can all use.    

My thought for November is about the availability of new and useful modeling 

products that are sometimes missed.   The idea came to me … how do we keep up?    

I suppose there are 2 ways, word of mouth from one modeler to another through 

clinics, presentations, visits to home layouts, and discussions at meetings and 

convention and the other way is through reading modeling articles/advertisements.  I 

presently do not subscribe to any printed magazines, but do read the online magazine 

Model Railroad Hobbyist.  I missed a few months, and after getting back to it, there 

were many new things that I had missed.   Peter Howell and I just did a bunch of 

ballasting work with a new powder based adhesive – a comparison article will follow.   

I also started clicking on the online ads that MRH links back to the supplier/

manufacturer… I have missed the “rivet counter” series from ScaleTrains – 

locomotives with complete interiors and lighting on the steps not to mention a 53’ 

reefer container with sound…really?    There are so many new and exciting things – 

so make time to read the model press and don’t skip the advertisements. 

Will see you all at the November meeting.   Keep the wheels turning.  

 

Kelly 

     Thoughts From the President   By Kelly Russell 
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In September I had the occasion to spend some time in Northern Ohio.  During this short trip I was able to 

visit the Mad River & Nickel Plate Railroad Museum in Bellevue, Ohio1.  The museum is only open on 

weekend days for 4 hours, when not in peak season, and there is A LOT of cool train stuff to see there.  

Being a history buff, one of my objectives for visiting this interesting museum was to learn about the origins 

of these two railroads and how they were named. 

Mad River Railroad 

Upon paying the modest admission fee and entering through a door I came face-to-face with an accurate full-

scale model of The Sandusky.  Built in 1837, The 4-2-0 Sandusky was the first steam engine to operate in 

Ohio and the second steam loco made in the United States (most early steam locomotives to operate in the 

USA came from England).  The Sandusky was the first locomotive to employ counterweights on its drive 

wheels.  The Sandusky also had another “first” – this locomotive was the first steam engine to cross the 

Allegheny Mountains, but this crossing occurred by river barge and not under steam power.  Part of the 

reason for this is that The Sandusky was designed to operate on “Ohio Gauge” of 4 ft 10 inches.  The 

Sandusky powered the first passenger train the 16 miles from Sandusky, Ohio to Bellevue, Ohio.  Pulled 

passenger cars were converted flat cars – open air with bench seating, with a tarp placed over poles during 

inclement weather. 

 

     What’s in a Name?       By Jeff Williams 

Figure 1 - Accurate full-size model of The Sandusky, the first steam locomotive in Ohio. 
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Figure 2 - Period sketch of The Sandusky, with tender, under control of Engineer, Thomas Hogg. 

The Mad River Railroad, or more precisely, the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad (MR&LE RR) first broke 

ground in 1837 in Sandusky, Ohio (a port on Lake Erie) and traversed the countryside in a Southerly 

direction.  The railroad route meandered through the towns of Tiffin and Kenton before reaching Springfield, 

Ohio, the end of the short line.  The MR&LE railroad terminated in Springfield, through which the Mad 

River flowed, completing the rather aquatic naming of this railroad.  The rail line was completed in 1849.  

Now the Mad River got its name from its rather turbulent waters.  The MR&LE RR also had a rather 

turbulent history, changing ownership numerous times and eventually having most of its lines finally 

abandoned while under Penn Central control in 19762. 

NKP Railroad 

Now, I have to admit total ignorance as to how the name “Nickle Plate Railroad (NKP RR)” came into 

existence before coming to this museum, especially when you consider that the line was the New York City 

to St. Louis railroad (NYC&STL RR).  Yes, I suppose I could have simply “Googled it”, but what fun is 

that?  After searching for the answer to this most perplexing question in the museum I decided to get “the 

answer” “directly” from one of the museum volunteers. 

Figure 3 – An ALCO RSD-12 NYC&STL, Nickel Plate Road, diesel switcher in museum train yard. 
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“Back in the day” (1880’s) when major main lines were being laid across Northern Ohio and significant 

connection points between these major railroads were being determined, cities would campaign the various 

railroad companies to lay rail lines and switch points and build train yards through and nearby their 

communities, not only for the local jobs this would create but also for the revenues that would be generated.  

Sometimes, these campaigns got rather intense and a lot of lobbying occurred.  This was particularly true of 

two adjacent cities in Northern Ohio – Bellevue and Norwalk. 

Representatives from both cities besieged the NYC&STL RR District Office in Cleveland, Ohio to bring the 

double line main railroad through their respective communities, as the lines were laid West of Cleveland.  

Supposedly this battle caused one newspaper writer in Norwalk to editorialize that the rails “must be plated 

with nickels” – either due to the amount of resources being spent to try and convince the railroad company to 

pick one town over the other or perhaps due to the amount of revenue having this railroad would bring to the 

winning city.  The name “Nickle Plate” stuck, but while “coined” by a Norwalk Newspaper writer, it was the 

city of Bellevue that claimed the ultimate prize.  Personally, I think the NYC&STL RR was always leaning 

towards Bellevue as the MR&LE RR already passed through that city and I believe that the railroad company 

liked the idea of a simple nickname representing the wealth that having a railroad brings to a city as America 

inched ever closer to the golden age of rail. 

Figure 4 - Nickel Plate Road Engine #757 being refurbished by the museum. 
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Figure 5 -                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Nickel Plate Road dynamometer car on display in museum yard.  Car was not open to public access, however a viewing stand (located on the 
opposite side from where this picture was taken) did permit a view through the car’s windows of some of the internal measuring equipment. 

 

 

 

Notes: 

1. Special thanks to Steve Sandifer for telling me about this most interesting train museum – well worth a visit, if you 

are in the area.  Also, special thanks to Cliff Cheeseman for encouraging me to write this article. 

2. Because Ohio Gauge was slightly different from Standard Gauge, many of the original Ohio Gauge railroads 

suffered a similar fate as the MR&LE RR over time.  However, much of the MR&LE right-of-way is still in use by 

Norfolk Southern Railroad and CSX Transportation. 
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      The Home Stretch       By Pete Leach 

 

 The Home Stretch —  

Moving Coal on the 2-ft Gauge Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington   

 

Coal and railroads have been linked together 

for a very long time. The railroads have been 

hauling the coal dug from the ground in mines 

scattered around the country to where it is 

needed. Railroad fans have enjoyed watching 

coal move from mine to user in long strings of 

hoppers. These drag freights are not swift, but 

the industries they serve require only a steady 

supply. 

When I think of coal on the railroads, my mind 

has visions of heavy locomotives straining on 

each end of a train draging tonnage up and 

down steep grades in the Appalachia’s on the 

way to the steel mills in the Midwest. 

Railroads such as the Clinchfield, Pennsy, 

N&W or B&O come to mind. Or to scenes of 

multiple modern diesels pulling and pushing 

countless coal gondolas across the prairies 

from the Powder River Basin to feed our 

insatiable appetite for electricity. 

As modelers, we try to capture some of this 

action at the mine level or the end user. Some 

may model a coal train passing by from one 

staging to another. I did this on my old N Scale 

layout years ago. I was captivated watching 

nearly identical hoppers slowly passing by. 

The 2-ft Gauge Wiscasset, Waterville & 

Farmington Railway hauled its share of coal. 

In 1905, the narrow gauge received a contract 

to supply coal to keep the new power plant 

fueled at the American Woolen Mills plant in 

North Vasselboro, Maine. The railroad 

reached the mill by building a new branch off 

the main line via a wye in Weeks Mills. This 

branch became the mainline, relegating the 

original line to Albion as a branch. 

 

1 - Sketch of System showing the location of the American Woolen Mill plant 
and the wharf are shown in Red. The author made this sketch many years 

ago based on several published sources. 
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      The Home Stretch       By Pete Leach 

The coal arrived from mines in eastern Pennsylvania by way of a coastal schooner. These ships were slow 
but steady vessels that hugged the coast line moving various bulk goods up and down the eastern seaboard. 
When a coal ship arrived in Wiscasset, it would tie up at the Railroad Wharf for unloading. The wharf had a 
vertical steam engine driving a derrick. Laborers would shovel the coal stored in the ship’s hold into a bin 
where it would be deposited into manual pushcarts located on an elevated tramway. Additional workers 
would wheel the pushcarts into an opening in the coal shed located on the south end of the wharf, dumping 
into bins below. The coal shed prevented the product from being covered with snow or frozen solid in the 
winter.  

2 - View of the wharf with the coal shed on the left and the elevated tramway running to the derrick. A vertical boiler provided power to the 
derrick. The opening in the peaked end of the coal shed allowed the coal to be wheeled in and dumped into storage bins. The schooner will dock 

along the front against the long pilings. The water has been poured but is waiting texture and details. 

 

When the mill ordered coal to be delivered, the railroad would spot the required cars onto the spur leading 

into the coal shed. Workers would shovel the load onto flat cars with boards held upright with stakes to keep 

the coal in place. At one point, the railroad built a series of special hopper flatcars with added bracing on the 

underside to help with the weight. But they still just used stakes and boards to keep it on the car. 

3 - This scratch built coal shed was built with a lean to mimic the prototype. Note the opening in the end with the tramway. 
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      The Home Stretch       By Pete Leach 

The coal boom turned to bust in 1915 when the railroad lost the contract with the woolen mill to a competing 

rail line. The entire line from Weeks Mills to Winslow was abandoned and the rails removed. The original 

line to Albion became the mainline again. The railroad eventually tore down the shed on the wharf and built 

a new coal shed in their yard for storing the coal for their remaining on-line customers. Coal was then loaded 

directly from the schooners to flatcars. Although I model the post coal contract era, I am leaving the old shed 

on the wharf on my layout. It adds a lot of character and after all, it IS my railroad! 

4 - The new coal shed built in the railyard was modeled as a flat. Note the truncated coal flat protruding from the door. 

By the mid-1920s, the railroad was the biggest customer for the coal. They used it as fuel for their 

locomotives and to heat the stations. They would get an occasional order for a car load for an off-line 

customer. A truck would be parked along a team track for the transfer. The schooners hauling coal rarely 

made an appearance at the wharf when the mill contract ended.  

5 - A worker shovels coal from the coal "hopper" into the small shed in Albion's yard. 

The woolen mill in North Vasselboro is closed and the railroad was abandoned in 1933. But coal traffic 

continues as a source of traffic on my layout as I head down the Home Stretch! 
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Thank God for Flatonia 
By Dave Milton and Tom Cobb 

 

After many weeks of discouraging reports of railfans being suspected of spying or other terrorist activities, a 
ray of sunshine beams down on the Texas town of Flatonia. As seen in the accompanying photos, courtesy of 
Tommy Shults, the Espee and now U.P. and K.C.S. train buffs have a potential shrine alongside the mainline 
near the site of revered Tower #3 (now restored and moved to a non-railroad location nearby).This is a truly 
important spot where one sub-division stops, another begins with a junction of still another sub and also a 
crossing. 
 
There is a parade of trains. 
 
All this may be viewed with no harsh looks of special agents or threats of governmental incarceration. The 
railroads request that you please stay off the right-of-way. 
 
The citizens of Flatonia, many of them former railroad employees, felt that the interest generated by the rail 
activity would serve the town well and create word-of-mouth advertising vital to rural communities. 

They did a grand job.  
 
Tom Cobb has an up-close and personal view of Flatonia so here's Tommy.... 
 
It is always tempting to say to railfans of today that the best of railroading has passed, a railroading 
characterized by a rich infrastructure, among the obvious examples being the extensive steam locomotive 
support facilities along with freight and passenger stations open in every town and community in addition to 
the various outbuildings including even outhouses. 
 
Having taught in Flatonia during the school year of 1965-66, I can testify that some of this steam era 
atmosphere remained at that late date. The SP's stucco-faced station still stood inside the triangle formed by 
the intersection of the DALSA main, the Houston-San Antonio mainline and the Port Lavaca Branch. A pre-
modern railfan pavilion aspect of this station that would appeal to today's railfans was the benches placed 
inside the space created by the sheltering roof overhang on the west end, facing the interlocking plant, 
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     Mark’s Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

When building your railroad, wait to scenic the track.  The track is the foundation of your whole operation.  
You need to be absolutely sure that it is perfect before you permanently attach it to the roadbed.  I suggest that 
you paint the sub-roadbed (cork or homosote) the color of your proposed ballast.  You will not really notice 
the missing ballast.  The reason is that once you glue down the ballast, you make it much harder to adjust the 
track if you determine that something needs to change a little.  I am a recent convert to applying ballast 
without glue (I never would have believed it!) and I especially avoid gluing ballast anywhere near the points 
of a turnout.  Removing the glue from the underside of the point rails and electrical contact points in a turnout 
is no fun, extremely tedious – and not always successful.   
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   Derail Archives  January 2003      Submitted by Richard Louvet 

forming an ideal place to sit and view the action from very close range. A photo of this west end station 
shelter with benches can be seen in Lucius Beebe's Central Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroads, p. 503. 
And, of course, Tower 3 and its accompanying outhouse stood across the diamond from the station. Most 
everything appeared to be in its proper place in those days. 
 
Nevertheless, my two visits to Flatonia with Dave Milton in October confirmed that there remains plenty of 
exciting action to be viewed from the new railfan pavilion provided by the Flatonia Chamber of Commerce 
and city with a big boost from relative newcomer Tommy Schults. 
 
In 1965 who in Flatonia would have dreamed of seeing Kansas City Southern/Texas Mexican/TFM trains 

taking a new connector track at the southeast quadrant of the former SP crossing. And there are still questions 

remaining to be answered, i.e., where are those blocks of loaded copper anode 100-ton SP/Golden West/Santa 

Fe flatcars coming from that are heading westbound off the Glidden sub-division? Never mind the romantic 

past, let's rejoice in the return to Flatonia of a sheltered viewing platform for those of us who enjoy the 

pleasures and mysteries of big-time contemporary railroading. 

Editors Note: See http://www.railcrossroadstx.com/index.html 

UP Big Boy No 4014 

 

http://www.railcrossroadstx.com/index.html
https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm
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 “Trains Over Texas” Exhibit at HMNS 
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In this edition of our series, we will be taking a look at “Live Stock Operations” and how we can incorporate 

them into our model railroads.  This topic came to mind as I read Steve Sandifer’s excellent new book, “Santa 

Fe Live Stock Operations History, Equipment, Facilities & Modeling”.  While this book focuses on the Santa 

Fe, many rail carriers throughout the country provided transportation to shippers of live stock.  Another great 

resource for live stock shipping is the Kalmbach book by Jeff Wilson titled “Livestock & Meatpacking”.     

In order to prototypically model the live stock operations of any railroad, one must first determine when and 

where you want to model these operations.  While many eras lend themselves to modeling live stock 

operations, probably the most popular era for modeling is the transition era of the 1940s and early 1950s.  

During this era, railroads were still the primary mode of transportation for long distance live stock shipments, 

especially during World War II when rubber tires and gasoline for trucks were in short supply.  As highway 

systems expanded and were improved and packing plants and feed lots became more regional, the onslaught 

of truck transportation caused live stock shipments by rail to dwindle rapidly. 

To accurately select rolling stock for live stock operations, one must also determine the actual type of live 

stock that will be transported.  Sheep, goats and hogs, for example. utilized different cars than cattle and 

horses.  Double deck cars were usually used for the smaller animals, while single deck cars were used for the 

larger ones.  Loading and unloading facilities were also different for the various kinds of animals being 

handled.  Chutes for the various animals were different in terms of size and configuration, as were the size of 

the pens themselves. 

Numerous model railroad manufacturers offer rolling stock for various railroads in a wide range of eras.  

Companies such as Intermountain/Red Caboose, Athearn, and Bowser offer plastic models and, over the 

years, numerous importers have offered brass stock cars.  Pecos River Brass, Challenger, and Overland are 

just a few examples.  Craftsman resin kits have been produced by Sunshine and Westerfield. 

In areas where live stock was raised, there were stock pens at many stations along the railroad that served the 

area.  They were typically located on the house track or on a designated stock track.  Pens can be built from 

scratch or from kits offered by a number of manufacturers, including Campbell, AHM, Tyco, Bachman and 

Walthers.  One of the most versatile kits is the Walthers Cornerstone kit which can be modeled on its own or 

combined with other kits for a larger pen.  Just remember that it takes lots of animals to fill a stock car (25-40 

cattle per car, 75 hogs, or 240-250 sheep per car) so you need to take this into consideration when you build 

your pen.  One way to avoid the need for lots of critters is to build the chute on the aisle side of the track and 

let the observer imagine that the rest of the facility is in the aisle.  This obviously also reduces the space 

requirements needed for a large stock pen.           

From an operating perspective, there are lots of considerations to keep in mind when moving live stock over 

your model railroad.  Federal laws provided very strict rules regarding the handling of live stock via rail.  

Most of these rules dealt with feeding, watering and rest for the animals being transported.  Basically, stock 

could not be kept in a rail car for more than 28 hours or 36 hours, if requested in advance by the shipper, 

without being fed, watered, and rested.  To be properly rested, stock had to be out of the car for a minimum of 

5 hours unless there was space in the car for them to lie down, as well as receive food and water in the car. 

Therefore, it was advantageous for the railroad to move live animals in the safest and most expeditious 

manner possible.  That usually meant on manifest trains and always on the headend of trains to minimize 

slack action and rough riding.  Also, stock cars were typically set out during switching to avoid additional 

handling.  For the larger railroads, foreign road cars would be uncommon unless from direct connections.  

Many times, when a car was unloaded enroute to rest the animals, that car would be sent home empty and a 

 REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 34        By Al Partlow 
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"Stock Pens at Flag Center, IL on Mike Spoor's CB&Q Layout"        

Photo by Al Partlow  
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home road car reloaded with the stock (assuming a home road car was available).  Regardless, the car that was 

reloaded required fresh bedding before the animals could be loaded back on the car.  More on preparation of 

stock cars later in this discussion. 

Keep in mind that if you are modeling live stock operations, you not only need stock cars, but also other car 

types to support live stock operations.  Box cars would be needed for feed, tank cars for water especially in 

arid areas, gondolas for refuse, and air dump/side dump cars for bedding sand.  Finally, drover cars were 

provided by the rail carrier for personnel representing the stock owner to accompany the stock during 

transport to destination.  These cars were unique to individual railroads, but were all somewhere between a 

caboose and a passenger car in appearance.  Careful research on your specific railroad will lead to some really 

interesting drover cars on your stock trains.   

For passenger train modelers, don’t forget that many railroads had special express baggage cars for handling 

horses moving to and from race tracks and other sporting events.  These cars were easily identified by their 

three baggage doors on each side as well as doors on one end.  Western railroads such as the Santa Fe and 

Southern Pacific were big transporters of race horses as they served both California race tracks and locations 

around Chicago (ATSF) and New Orleans (SP), as well as race tracks in New York, Kentucky and Florida via 

connections.  The Coach Yard, Pecos River Brass, and Precision Scale have all offered horse cars in brass.   

Remember that when stock cars were not being used to transport animals, they were also used to haul other 

commodities such as brick, watermelons, and even grain products, when lined to prevent leaking of product.  

Additionally, as live stock began to move more and more by truck, there were sometimes stock car surpluses 

that had to be dealt with in terms of storing those cars at some location on the railroad.  For the modeler, this 

means that a track of empty stock cars on your railroad would be very prototypical, especially in the transition 

era. 

 

 REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 34        By Al Partlow 
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"Stock Pens at Flag Center, IL on Mike Spoor's CB&Q Layout"        
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Now back to the preparation of stock cars prior to loading.  Cars were normally steam-cleaned between 

movements and shippers had the right to reject cars deemed not to be adequately clean when delivered for 

loading.  Also, prior to delivery to the shipper, cars were bedded with sand.  From a modeling perspective, 

you should allow for areas in freight yards or at stations along the railroad to capture an accurate depiction of 

facilities for servicing stock cars.  Sometimes only a pile of clean bedding sand is all that is needed to convey 

the idea that stock cars are being serviced at that location. 

Actual live stock operations on a model railroad offer a number of opportunities for us in terms of train 

service.  Local freight trains can be utilized to deliver empty and pick up loaded stock cars at stock pens along 

the railroad.  These locals are then used to move the loaded stock cars to terminals for further movement on 

manifest trains.  Always keep in mind that these shipments require expeditious handling, including movement 

on the head end of trains.  Stock trains were also operated on some railroads where the entire train consisted 

of loaded stock cars. 

Give live stock movements some consideration in the operations of your model railroad.  You will find that 

they will add additional interest to your operating scheme.     

  

 

 REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 34        By Al Partlow 
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  Modeling Verde Creek on the Mystic Branch     By Gene Mangum 

Years ago I purchased many Campbell kits, including several 

bridge kits. As I was designing the Mystic Branch, I knew that 

I must take advantage of these bridges. So, two of these kits, a 

through truss and a deck girder bridge were used to cross the 

Guadalupe River in the Town of Mystic. The use of these two 

bridges were discussed in a previous article, entitled “Modeling 

the Guadalupe River in Mystic”. The remaining bridge kit was 

a tall wooden trestle. As the railroad leaves the staging 

cassettes, it crosses Verde creek, just before entering the town 

of Val Verde. Figures 1 through 3 show the finished product. 

In i t ia l  C ons t ruc t io n  
First I built and detailed the trestle bridge. The bridge timbers 

were stained with diluted India ink (50% isopropyl alcohol) 

followed by a weathered wood acrylic stain. The track on the 

trestle is Micro-Engineering pre-weathered bridge tie flex 

track. It extends beyond the trestle to ensure a smooth 

transition with track laid on the cork roadbed. Off the bridge 

the bridge ties were replaced with standard roadbed ties. The 

initial construction of the river bed was done as the bench 

work was being constructed. The basic foundation for the 

Mystic Branch is ½ inch MDF, a very stable, flat and smooth 

product. As the MDF was being laid, the area of the creek was 

cut out with a scroll saw. At the trestle, the creek is about 50 

scale feet below track level. Verde creek has very steep 

banks…almost a sheer rock wall on one side and slightly less severe terrain on the other side. The creek bed 

was made very circuitous to accommodate the trestle opening. Figure 4 shows the initial track layout in the 

area of the creek. As can be seen in the figure, ½ inch blue insulation foam has been laid on the MDF at the 

top of the creek, but none in the creek bed. The trestle is in place but track has not been permanently laid. 

Notice the Fast Tracks “Sweep Sticks” alignment tools holding the flex track in place beyond the trestle. 

Figure 1 – Overview of Verde Creek Trestle 

Figure 2 – Returning Daily Freight Crosses the Trestle  Figure 3 – The Daily Passenger Train Crosses Verde Creek 

Figure 4 –Initial Construction of Verde Creek Area 
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  Modeling Verde Creek on the Mystic Branch     By Gene Mangum 

B u i ld ing  T erra in  Us in g  S ta cked  B lue  Fo a m  
The terrain in and around Verde Creek is made using 

stacked ½ inch blue insulation foam. As a matter of 

fact, all terrain beyond the Guadalupe River bed is 

made using the stacked foam technique. The foam 

layers are secured with a foam-safe adhesive. The 

figure to the right and the figures below show several 

views of the Verde Creek area. Figure 5 shows an 

overview of the terrain around Verde Creek. Figures 6, 

7, and 8 show several close-up views of the Verde 

Creek “canyon”. Figure 6 shows a view looking up the 

creek bed toward the trestle. Figure 7 shows the west 

abutment area and Figure 8 shows a view looking 

down into the creek bed. Notice that in Figure 8 a 

small waterfall has been created using the stacked 

foam. 

Fin ish in g  th e  T erra in  and  A dd in g  T ext ure  
The next task in the process was to smooth out the edges of the foam layers. I used very course sand paper, a 

“Sure Form” plane, and a lot of “elbow grease”. It isn’t necessary to have a completely smooth surface as the 

next step will fill in and smooth out irregularities. Figure 9 shows the foam layers sanded and ready for 

texturing. Several rock castings that will be used are shown “leaning” against the foam. Also, notice that the 

track has been finally laid in place and the trestle secured. 

Figure 6                                          
Looking Upstream Toward Trestle 

Figure 2 – Returning Daily Freight Crosses the Trestle  

Figure 3 – The Daily Passenger Train Crosses Verde Creek 

Figure 5 - Overview of Initial Stacked Foam Terrain 

Figure 8                                           
View Looking Into the "Canyon"  

Figure 7                                          
West Abutment Area 
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  Modeling Verde Creek on the Mystic Branch     By Gene Mangum 

For the next step in the terrain building process 

I used Sculptamold, a Paper Mache like 

product. Instead of plain water I mixed diluted 

earth-colored latex paint with the Sculptamold. 

This way, any scratches or scars later on will 

not expose a glaringly white substructure. As 

the Sculptamold was added, the various rock 

castings were pressed into the Sculptamold 

before it had set. The rock castings were made 

from Hydrocal plaster using Woodland Scenics 

molds. They were initially stained using a 

diluted India ink mixture (approximately 50/50 

with 70% isopropyl alcohol.)  

Next, section by section, Woodland Scenics 

ground foam in various colors was sprinkled on 

the terrain and secured with diluted white glue 

(with a few drops of dish detergent added to the 

mixture). Then, again, area by area, foam 

clusters in various shades were placed on the 

terrain and secured with diluted white glue. 

Along the creek bed, various sizes of crushed 

stone were added as well as driftwood, etc., 

again secured by the diluted glue mixture. All 

of the rock outcroppings were dry-brushed with 

white acrylic paint to bring out the texture of 

the rocks. Notice on the very steep slopes of the 

creek, very little ground foam adhered to the 

terrain.  

 

 

The primary forest look was achieved using “Puff Ball” 

trees. Puff Ball trees are made from rolled up “pillow 

stuffing” material available from Woodland Scenics and 

Micro-Mark. Each ball is dipped in diluted white glue and 

then rolled in various shades of ground foam. With the 

addition of several “hero” trees, the results are quite 

amazing and realistic appearing, especially on steep 

slopes. Several small trees were planted along the creek 

bed as well. Figure 10 shows an overview of the Verde 

Creek Area.  

 
Figure 10 —  Overview of Verde Creek Area with Final Texturing 

Figure 2 – Returning Daily Freight Crosses the Trestle  

Figure 3 – The Daily Passenger Train Crosses Verde Creek 

Figure 9 — Verde Creek Ready for Sculptamold Texturing 
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  Modeling Verde Creek on the Mystic Branch     By Gene Mangum 

Figures 11 and 12 show more details in the “Canyon”. Notice the rock casting details and that very little 

ground foam adheres to the steep creek banks.  

For the waterfall and rapidly flowing water in the creek I poured acrylic gloss varnish down the watercourse. 

As with the Guadalupe River project, I built a dam along the fascia with 0.60 styrene and silicone caulk. I 

poured this “water” until it was approximately 1/4 to 3/8 inches thick in the watercourse. In the area of the 

waterfall, I poured the varnish several times. As I was pouring the varnish, I added some “logs” and a 

fishermen in waders catching a fish. When the varnish had set up for several days. I added a topcoat of 

Realistic Water. Again I poured it in several places and let it run down the watercourse. The photos below 

show the finished product. Figure 13 shows a view looking upstream…notice that the fisherman is landing a 

fish. Figure 14 shows a more or less vertical view of the waterfall area…Notice that there are two deer 

drinking from the creek above the falls.  

 

 

Well that’s it for this month. See you next month with a new topic! 

 

Figure  11 — Looking Upstream, Showing Rock Detail  Figure  12 — Very Little Ground Foam adheres to Steep Slopes  

Figure  14 — View of Waterfall… Notice the deer  Figure  13 — Looking Upstream... Note the Fisherman  
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The 2019 National Narrow Gauge Convention was held last September 4-7, 2019 in Sacramento, California. 
A number of San Jac members were in attendance including Chuck Lind, Don Formanek, Craig Brantley, 
Barry Bogs, Paul Cesak and John Wise. (Photo on left includes LSR members at the Knight Foundry Tour. 
Photo on the right is Craig Brantley at the convention.) 
 
Thank you for sharing your “narrow-gauge” outing with us. 

Photo of Chuck and Laurie Lind at 
the Painted Desert in Arizona. 

The Derail — November 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Bob Sabol, Terri Sabol-Brogoitti and Bret Brogoitti (Terri’s husband) took a 17-night cruise on the 
Serenade of the Seas (Royal Caribbean) from Copenhagen to Boston. Ports of call were Denmark, Norway, 
Shetland Islands (Scotland), Iceland, Greenland, and Canada.  
 
Thank you for sharing your celebration of travel with us.  
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Happy October Birthdays! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy November Birthdays! 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

          

   

 

 

     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Divina Gato-Hogno with husband 
Geoff, rail-fanning at the Ravena 
Gorge, (Black Forest) Breitnau, 

Germany  

Jim Kelly with wife Lydia 

David Currey at the Rosenberg 
Railroad Museum 

Blake Bogs, photo taken after 
Awards Night at NMRA LSR 

Convention 2018 in Round 
Rock, Texas 

Bob Werre with his trains 
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     October 2019 Minutes       By Richard Louvet 

The Derail — November 2019 

President Kelly Russell called the meeting to order. 
There were no visitors. 
 
Gene introduced Pete Leach for a clinic on 
“Downsizing”. The clinic covered Pete’s experiences 
going from a large N scale layout to a bedroom On2 
setup. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The September minutes were accepted as published. 
 
The September bank balance was $13849.14. 
Expense for the month was $71 for the Freitag 
Award. There were $1605 in Train Show table sales. 
 
The meeting calendar for 2020 will change to the 
second Tuesday for the months of March and 
November. Reminders will be published in the 
Derail. 
 
Barcodes will be added to nametags to make the 
Secretary’s job easier. 
 
Clinics 
Gene Mangum needs clinicians for November, 
January, and February – let him know if you can 
present. A suggestion was made for another panel 
discussion. 
 
Fall Layout Tour 
Craig Brantley reported  52 layouts on the tour this 
year including 3 or 4 club layouts and 9 new layouts. 
Including some in Brenham. The Tour brochure has 
been printed. See the San Jac web site for details. 
Contact Craig at SanJacTour@SBCGlobal.net for 
questions.  
 
Division 8 
Jim Kelly reported that Phil Stewart has been 
appointed to the board. 
 
Lone Star Region 
Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ for clinic 
information. Make-and-Take clinics will be an Ortner 
quick release hopper for October/November and a 
1930s gas station for December/January. Order 
materials on the web page above. 
 
LSR is looking for board members. Nominations are 
needed by December 15. Contact Jim Lemmond for 
details. 
 

The web page for the LSR convention is up and 
running. There were 25 registrations to date. 
Registrations are $75 until December 1. 
 
Membership Committee 
Our Facebook is at https://www.facebook.com/San-
Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/ 
Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 
Our Groups.io is at SJMRRC@Groups.io 
 
Divina Gato-Hogo encouraged members to join 
Facebook and the San Jac page for members only. 
This will allow you to participate in traffic on the 
page. 
 
The “Buddy” callboard is still active. Please check 
the posted list before each meeting 
 
New Business 
Chuck Lind will bring information on San Jac shirts 
to the November meeting. After the initial order, 
shirts will be available on a continuing basis for 
single orders. 
 
Bob Barnett mentioned that the Dannenbrink Open 
Loads contest will award $100 for first place, $50 for 
second place and $25 for third place. Everyone will 
have a chance to vote on the winner during the 
convention. 
 
Old Business 
To speed-up ticket selling during the Train Show, it 
was suggested the club purchase stanchions for $300 
to better control ticket purchasing, handouts and ID 
tags. Denny McGonigle moved, and Jim Hinds 
seconded the purchase. The motion passed on a voice 
vote. 
 
The UP Big Boy will visit Texas. Visit https://
www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm for 
details. 
 
The Division 8 Make-and-Take will require you to 
bring your own simple tools. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Dick Louvet 
Secretary/Treasurer  

mailto:SanJacTour@SBCGlobal.net
http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm
https://www.up.com/heritage/steam/schedule/index.htm
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach  (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet  

Gene Mangum  

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

Jeff Williams (mellowmiata@hotmail.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

Union Pacific Big Boy 4014 
Over Sherman Hill 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_YNFN_MIXg 

   

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — November 2019 

President:  Kelly Russell  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: Gene Mangum  

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  Tom Bailey  

tfbailey@sbcglobal.net 

Past President: Robert (Bob) Barnett MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

 

“2D Cutting Machines for Model 

Railroaders: Borrowing Your Wife’s 

Cricut to Build Scale Models” 

by  

JayC. Williams 

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Bob Werre (cookies) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
mailto:mellowmiata@hotmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_YNFN_MIXg
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:tfbailey@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rbarnett@ljaengineering.com

