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Richard Johnson Bartlett 
O C T O B E R  2 0 ,  1 9 4 8  –  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9  

Richard Johnson Bartlett passed away June 
30, 2019 in Houston, Texas at the age of 70. 
Richard was born on October 20, 1948 in 
Berwyn, Illinois to Richard Edward and 
Virginia Louise Bartlett. Richard is survived 
by his loving wife of 51 years Marjorie Scott 
Bartlett, his two sons Will and Scott, his 
grand daughter Charlotte Jewell, nephew 
Jesse and brother Bradley. Richard received 
his Ph.D. from UT Health Sciences Center at 
MD Anderson. He did his post graduate 
work at UNC at Chapel Hill, and then 
worked as Research Associate at Duke 
University. Richard was a Research 
Associate Professor at the University of 
Miami School of Medicine where he did 
research on muscular dystrophy and 
diabetes. Following that, he worked at NIH 
as a Scientific Review Officer, and retired in 
2009. Richard’s hobbies included playing 
guitar, fishing and model railroading. He 
was an active member of the N Crowd and 
the San Jacinto model train clubs, and 
enjoyed the activities and friendships of the 
other members. Richard will be dearly 
missed by all. 

    In Memoriam… Richard Bartlett     
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      The Home Stretch    By Pete Leach 

 

The Engine Service Facilities and Transfer Yard at Wiscasset 

 

During the planning and building phases of my On30 Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington Railway, it was 

clear that an engine service facility would be needed for operations. The facility needed a turntable to turn 

locomotives after each run, an engine house for storage, and a water column for the thirsty Forney steam 

locos.  

On the prototype, the engine facility was part of a yard located on the north end of Wiscasset.  There was no 

room for a yard on that part of the layout but the engine service facility could be squeezed into the corner on 

the south end of town between the water front and the wharf/transfer yard.  Below is the plan for the engine 

service facility. 

1 –  Final design for the Engine Service Facility and Transfer Track in Wiscasset 

The turntable started as a laser kit from Portland Locomotive Works. The kit wasn’t an exact model of 

WW&F’s turntable in Wiscasset but it was well made and looked to be a solid base for the model. The 

bracing on the bridge was altered to match photos of the prototype.  I added a hundred or so NBW castings, 

wire and turnbuckles, and other details to help it resemble the prototype.  

The kit did not come with a mechanism but did include plans for a spider assembly. The spider consists of two 

wooden frames with a ring of rail on each.  One of the frame/rail assemblies is attached to the ground 

(benchwork) and other is on the bottom of the Turntable Bridge. Small wheels (I used N Scale metal wheels) 

with brass axles are attached to the center pivot axle. The wheels ride between the two rings of rail. The 

assembly resembles a spider.  
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      The Home Stretch    By Pete Leach 

  

2 – The spider with the lower ring of code 55 rail can be seen when the turntable is lifted. 
Another ring (out of view) is attached to the underside of the turntable bridge  

 The pit was cut in the Homasote/Plywood. The walls were lined with sheet styrene and painted a concrete 

color.  The spider ring assembly was installed onto the turntable and pit, then tested. After much tweaking, I 

got it to rotate properly.  The wheels transfer power from one rail through the upper and lower rings. 

Additional “wipers” made from .020” phosphor wire improves the reliability.  Power for the other bridge rail 

is supplied through the brass axle to a wiper below the benchwork. A DCC Automatic Reversing circuit was 

installed to change polarity. I hope to develop and install a hand crank system to mount on the fascia to turn 

the table, but for now, it is moved by hand. 

 The engine house was scratch built using published drawings. The prototype had 3 stalls, but one on the 

model was truncated against the backdrop. Construction started by “digging” the inspection pits under the 

rails. Although the depth is not prototypical (at ½” deep), viewing from the door openings makes them appear 

deeper.  The pits were lined with sheet styrene and painted with PolyS Aged Concrete (yes, I have a little left 

in my supply!).  Track laying completed the ground work. 

3 – -View of Engine House Foundation with Turntable on the right. Note the shallow pits 
under the track. The light gray pit on the approach track is the ash dump. 
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      The Home Stretch    By Pete Leach 

  

The structure was built board by board, starting with the side walls. Stud walls were constructed using the 

drawing as a template. Wood sheathing was installed, followed by wood shingles. The windows are Grandt 

Line parts I’ve been saving for years. The roof is wood sheet covered with tar paper made by slitting and 

sanding strips of heavy paper before spraying with a charcoal black rattle can. 

4-– Left, Framing for Walls is started; Right, Shingles Installed with Windows and Door 

A water column was scratch built using published plans. Strip wood was pre-stained and cut to fit. The pipe is 

soft brass tubing bent to shape. Additional details were added to complete the project.  

5 – A scratch built water column sits beside the track behind the engine house 

One of the structures I wanted to include was the Coal Shed located in the prototype’s yard, across the 

turntable from the engine house. Using published plans, I constructed a building flat to place on the backdrop. 

I included the opening used to add fuel to the locomotives.  I built a truncated coal flatcar to give the 

impression that a load of coal was being delivered or shipped. (Note: on the prototype, coal was delivered to 

the shed by a track on a steep grade on the opposite end.) 
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 Lone Star Region 2019 Convention Pictures     By Geoff Hogno and Divina Gato-Hogno 
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      The Home Stretch    By Pete Leach 

  

6  –  Overall view of the engine house and turntable tucked neatly into the corner of an otherwise dead space on the layout. 
The coal shed is a flat against the backdrop 

Building the Engine Service Facility in Wiscasset was a key to the operating scheme. Because it is located 

along the back of the layout, it was important to get it done before working on the rest of this section. 

Finishing the service facility has been one of the steps on my journey down the Home Stretch! 

“The Texas Special” NMRA Lone Star Region 2019 Convention Pictures  
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 Lone Star Region 2019 Convention Pictures     By Geoff Hogno and Divina Gato-Hogno  
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 Lone Star Region 2019 Convention Pictures     By Geoff Hogno and Divina Gato-Hogno  
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  The LSR Regional  Convention Contest 2019              Submitted by Ray Byer 

Division 8 Members Who Entered  

The LSR Regional Convention Contest 2019 

 
The “Texas Special” NMRA Lone Star Region 2019 Convention was held in Frisco, Texas from June 27-30, 2019. Ray 
Byer was the Convention Contest Co-Chairman. 
 

 

Steam Locomotives  Barry Bogs w/D&RGW T12 #460    First Place 

    

Passenger Cars  Blake Bogs w/ D&RG Combine 210   Third Place  

    Blake Bogs w/ D&RG Combine 209  

 Kelly Russell w/ Double Deck 

    Kelly Russell w/ Dancing Under the Stars 

    Kelly Russell w/ Monster Caboose 

    Kelly Russell w/ Baby Caboose 

     

Freight Cars   Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 6032 Flatcar    Second Place  

    Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 6009 Flatcar    Third Place  

    Kelly Russell w/ Armor R-40-23 Refer 

    Geoffrey Hogno w/ Wine Barrel Transport Wagon 

 

Maintenance  

Of Way   Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 06008 MOW    First Place 

 

On-Line  

Structures   Pete Leach w/ Pier Station 

 

Special Contest  Second Chance Caboose 

 Kelly Russell w/ Double Deck    Third Place  

    Kelly Russell w/ Dancing Under the Stars    Second Place  

    Kelly Russell w/ Monster Caboose 

    Kelly Russell w/ Baby Caboose 

 

 

Arts & Crafts  
 

General   Cathy Ashcraft w/ Memory Plate    Third Place  

 

Railroadiana   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Patriotic Railroad Wreath   First Place 

 

Novice Best In Show 

Arts & Crafts   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Patriotic Railroad Wreath 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Best in Show   Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Patriotic Railroad Wreath 
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     Mark’s Minute         By Mark Couvillion 

  The LSR Regional  Convention Contest 2019               Submitted by Ray Byer 

One of the wiring techniques I have found useful when dealing with multiple pairs or triplets 
of wire is to gently twist the wire together to form one.  I don’t rotate the wire together, but 
rather hold one steady and bring the other around it gently so that they are loosely wrapped 
around each other.  Whether twisted wire or solid, large or small, the wires stay together and 
are easier to manage in a small space.  Pairing the wires makes it easier to trace, easier to 
troubleshoot, and easier to hold in place.  Inside an engine shell or under the layout, this 
simple technique is easy to do and provides many long-term benefits.  

The Derail — August 2019 

Photos-Prototype-B&W Blake Bogs w/ Cowboys by Train     First Place 

    Blake Bogs w/ Pashing OY 

    Blake Bogs w/ #119 Early in the Moring  

    Randall Wilson w/ Trinity River Crossing 

 

Photo-Prototype-Color Randall Wilson w/ Faded Glory    Third Place 

    Randall Wilson w/ After Hurricane Harvey 

    Randall Wilson w/ After Harvey #2 

    Randall Wilson w/ Orange Station 

    Randall Wilson w/ Thurmond Tower 

    Blake Bogs w/ 963 By the Tower    Second Place  

    Blake Bogs w/ Jupiter  

    Blake Bogs w/ Sheep Near the Track 

    Blake Bogs w/ Looking Down the Track 

    Rick Jones w/ Grand Canyon Depot 

 

Photos-Model-Color  Rick Jones w/ Sawmill     First Place 

    Geoffrey Hogno w/ CKAB Kiruna Ore Mine  Third Place 

Photo-Computer 

Enhanced   Blake Bogs w/ The Meet     Second Place  

 

 

 

A total of 18 Models, 4 Arts & Crafts and 17 Photo was entered in for the 2019 LSR Regional Contest 

by Division 8 members. 
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   Derail Archives  May 2006            Submitted by Richard Louvet 

 

Train Crew Member Duties 
 

 By David N. Currey  

 
 
Everybody who has spent even 60 seconds as a model railroader has probably heard the terms Conductor, 
Engineer, Fireman, and Brakeman. Most of you probably have a pretty good idea of the duties of these 
train crew members. I will attempt here to expand a little bit on that knowledge, for there may be a few 
duties that you never heard of. 
 
Let’s start with the engineer. He has the least amount of duties, even though they are of great importance. 
His are probably the best known on the train crew. He makes the locomotive (and train) go. That’s about 
it. Of course, there are sub-duties involved in making that happen, such as interpreting signals, braking the 
train, tending the locomotive, coupling units together in the absence of hostlers, and in the absence of the 
conductor, he is in charge of the train. 
 
In the old days, the fireman assisted the engineer by shoveling the coal and in monitoring the firebox, 
maintaining a good burning fire, and controlling the flow of water to the boiler, of which the prime 
importance was keeping the crown sheet covered, otherwise there would be a violent and deadly 
explosion. In modern days, the fireman still exists to a lesser degree, but his role has changed. 
 
Today’s firemen are much fewer in number, and they are engineers-in-training. As part of that training, 
they are assigned to an engineer who hopefully will pass on his knowledge to his fireman. The fireman 
also serves as a relief to the engineer and will run occasionally. The engineer will supervise and point out 
such things as, “Here you need to make about a five pound reduction,“ or, “Notch out about two settings 
on the throttle to keep the slack tight when you start up this grade.“ It is to a fireman’s advantage to 
remain in the good graces of the engineer, or he won’t get the opportunity to run much, which is his prime 
method of learning. I remember an engineer remarking to me while his fireman was back on the second 
unit checking something out: “As long as he keeps talking that Shaklee stuff, he won’t be running my 
engine.” 
 
The conductor is in charge of and ultimately responsible for the train. Though considered of equal rank to 
the engineer, he has jurisdiction over the engineer as far as the train is concerned, however, the conductor 
cannot tell the engineer how to run his locomotive. Most of the engineers and conductors I knew worked 
together well with this dual authority. However, a small minority did seem to resent the authority of the 
other. Mainly these were engineers, but all engineers, I believe, did not like conductors who exceeded the 
bounds of their authority over the engineer, and likewise, most conductors did not like engineers who 
tried to assume some of the conductor’s responsibilities 
 
The conductor maintains the waybills for the cars. He decides how the switching will be done He gives 
instructions to the brakemen and the engineer on what will be done with the train at various stations along 
the way. He receives and follows instructions from the yardmasters and trainmasters. Probably the only 
person he has no authority over on the train is the fireman, since he is under the authority of the engineer. 
 
A yard switcher might have a train crew member known as a “foreman”. His duties were basically the 
same as the conductor, except he was a brakeman - not a promoted conductor. He was not allowed to 
leave the yard in charge of a train because of this. 
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   Derail Archives  May 2006            Submitted by Richard Louvet 

I remember an old-head conductor who never treated me with much respect. I found myself in particular 
hot water with him on one trip. I was attempting to carry out some instructions that had been given to me 
verbally and directly by the assistant superintendent concerning the spotting of a car enroute, but which 
had evidently not been relayed to the conductor. As I was beginning to carry out the instructions, the 
conductor told me to spot the car in a spot where I thought the company would not be able to unload it. 
When I started to explain why I had attempted to do what I did, the conductor scolded me, “You do what I 
tell you to do, not what the assistant superintendent tells you to do!” I responded with: “Well, when the 
assistant superintendent tells me to do something, and you tell me something different, I’ll do what you 
say to do, but I’m sure as heck going to tell you what he told me!” The conductor wouldn’t talk to me for 
a year afterwards except if absolutely necessary in the line of work. Finally, after I had not seen him for at 
least six months, we ran into each other at a beanery down in Harlingen, and you would have thought I 
was a long-lost buddy. We got a long fine after that. 
 
The brakemen are the low men on the totem pole. They follow instructions from everybody else on the 
crew except perhaps the fireman, who as we previously pointed out, is in the engineer’s realm. Most jobs 
on the traditional train crew had two brakemen: a head brakeman, and a rear brakeman. On a through 
freight, the head brakee rode the engine, and the rear guy rode the caboose. On a switching job, the head 
guy pulled pins, moved the engine around, and coupled the engine up to cars, while the rear guy worked 
the field with the conductor, particularly the far switches on down the lead and coupling up cars down in 
the yard. We had several switcher jobs in Angleton that had a third brakeman. His job was to roam the 
yard, keeping the knuckles open on cars that were to be coupled, closing (butting) knuckles on cars that 
were not desired to be coupled, coupling up air hoses, and generally assisting to help things run smoother. 
 
I never particularly liked being the third brakeman. The tracks were on no more than fourteen-foot 
centers, and it was difficult to determine if there was a car rolling into the track. I was getting fixed to 
couple up two air hoses on. I always went in between the cars prepared to back out in a hurry. On more 
than one occasion, while I was coupling up air hoses, cars would bang together on a neighboring track, 
scaring the living daylights out of me, and causing me to back out of there faster than shot from a cannon. 
 
Since the brakemen function as the conductor’s hands, they have a wide range of duties in addition to the 
ones mentioned above. Besides coupling and uncoupling cars and air hoses, brakemen also set and release 
handbrakes, chock wheels, ride the point on long shoves, and line switches. Brakemen give hand and 
lantern signals to the engineer and others on the crew. On a freight train, the head brakeman looks back at 
the fireman’s side of the train on curves checking for dragging equipment or smoke coming from a car. 
The head brakeman calls out and repeats signals with the engineer. He may be required to stand out on the 
front steps to grab train orders hooped up by the station clerk. If a red block signal is encountered, he is 
the one who walks down to the phone to talk to the dispatcher. 
 
I remember well my first instance when I walked down to talk to the dispatcher on the phone It was at the 
east end of Mykawa on the Santa Fe just south of Houston (as the crow flies), where the Mop had 
trackage rights. I opened up the box and put the phone to my ear. All was quiet, so I said, “Dispatcher.” 
Silence I repeated, “Dispatcher”. After a pause, I heard “Dispatcher” by somebody else on the line. 
Someone else is trying to reach the dispatcher, I thought. I gave up trying to get the dispatcher and just 
listened, as the other guy did not seem to be having any luck either. Eventually, I heard several people 
talking. One was the dispatcher. Eventually I was able to talk to the dispatcher. The problem was nobody 
had told me how you call to the dispatcher on the phone. The correct procedure was to give your location 
in simple words. “East end of Mykawa” was all I should have said. The guy I heard saying “Dispatcher” 
was in fact the dispatcher answering me. 
 
 



 12 The Derail — August 2019 

   Derail Archives  May 2006            Submitted by Richard Louvet 

The rear brakeman’s duties involve looking forward out the caboose cupola to spy dragging equipment or 
smoke. He also uses his sense of smell to detect sticking brakes and chemical leaks. Periodically, he 
should walk out on the rear platform of the caboose and eye the track for evidence of damage caused by 
dragging equipment. The first thing I always did after boarding a moving caboose was to check the air 
gauge. There should be a minimum of 65 pounds pressure for safe operation of the train brakes. Usually it 
would be within a pound or two of the maximum 80 On reverse moves, the rear brakeman’s duties would 
be much like the head brakeman’s duties. The rear brakeman also usually handles the normal routine radio 
communications within the train with the engineer. When the brakes kick off on the caboose, he might 
say, “Kicking off, 359.” When the caboose starts moving, he would say, “Moving, 359”. When the 
caboose reached the mainline after pulling out of a siding, he would say, “Straight track, 359”. When the 
caboose had traversed a slow order and reached the green sign, he would say, “Over the slow, 359.” If the 
dragging equipment detector did not go off, he would say, “Highball the white light, 359.” 
 
Train inspections were a break from the routine for the brakemen. Federal regulations required a visual 
inspection of the train every 100 miles. On the north end of the Kingsville Division (between Vanderbilt 
and Houston), this was required twice. One spot was between the sidings of Brownie and Liverpool north 
of Angleton. The other was between the sidings of Blessing and Bay City (including Buckeye). If another 
train was there waiting at one of these spots, a “roll-by” inspection could be done by the other headend 
crew. The train would slow to twenty miles an hour, and the other train would position the engineer on his 
engine side of our train, and the head brakeman on the far side. They would visually inspect the train as it 
rolled by. Rear crewmen seldom did this, for when the rear of the train cleared the head end crew, they 
could get back on the train and leave on a green signal leaving the rear brakeman in the lurch. 
 
If no roll-by was available, the crew would walk and roll by the train themselves. This was accomplished 
at one of the sidings. The engineer would slow the train down and the head brakeman would drop off in 
the bushes about halfway down the siding. The engineer would then drag half the train by the brakeman 
and stop. The head brakeman would crossover, and both brakemen would walk up the siding inspecting 
the other side of the train. When the rear brakeman had walked up halfway, he would cross over to the 
bushes side of the train and inspect it as it rolled by. At night, he would shine his lantern at the engineer to 
indicate when he was in the clear. It never happened to me, but I heard tales of other rear brakemen 
getting left behind when the engineer forgot to slow down or misjudged the length of his train, and there 
was no radio on the caboose, and the conductor was riding the head end. 
 
Dan Murdock used to use the phrase, “Acknowledge the switch.” He didn’t invent the phrase, but I’ve 
forgotten whom he said invented it. What he meant by it was, that if a member of your imaginary model 
train crew could not have had time to walk over and line the switch, then you should stop the train so the 
brakeman can disembark to line the switch. An example would be your train is arriving at a yard where 
the switcher crew is off duty. While your train is moving into town, you reach over and line the switch 
into track 2. Who lined the switch? It couldn’t have been your head brakeman--he’s on the engine! I don’t 
think God is in the business of speeding up the arrivals of trains in yards. 
 
Taking Into consideration about what the brakemen and other crew members would actually be doing 
while you are switching or running your train can lend some realism. 
 
I plan on instigating a train inspection regimen on my railroad when I get it built one of these days. Crews 
will be required to inspect their trains between Agarita Junction and Montell. I might even include a 
“defective “car in somebody’s train now and then for them to find and set out. 
 
Usually model railroaders tend to think of the other trains as antagonists--at best, they are simply in the 
way. Train inspections could be the ticket for getting the crews to cooperate a little bit. 
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Figure 2 - Period photograph of 

Nashville, TN Federal supply 

depot.  United States Military 

Railroad (USMRR) locomotives 

are lined up prepared to keep 

Northern armies supplied in the 

Western Theater, including 

General Rosecrans Union Army of 

the Cumberland. 

The Derail — August 2019 

Chapter 9:  General Longstreet’s Long Ride  

The summer of 1863 had not been a good one for the Confederacy so far.  Following General Robert E. Lee’s 

sound defeat at Gettysburg in early July, Lee spent much of that month and the next one in a hasty retreat 

trying to salvage the remnants of his disorganized and demoralized Army of Northern Virginia.  In addition to 

the carnage that occurred at Gettysburg, General Lee further lost 27,000 men (killed, wounded, captured, or 

missing) during those retreat months until he could reach the relative safety of the Rappahannock River in 

central Virginia.  If that wasn’t bad enough the Gettysburg disaster was actually overshadowed (from a purely 

military perspective) by the loss of Vicksburg, MS the day after Lee ordered the retreat from Gettysburg.   

Furthermore, to add to the South’s misery, Northern General William Rosecrans had resumed his Tullahoma 

(Tennessee) Campaign following the Battle of Stones River (at Murfreesboro, TN) [I wrote about the Battle 

of Stones River in Chapter 4 of this Series.]  If you recall General Rosecrans essentially used the corridor 

along the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad and Nashville Pike to attack Southern General Braxton Bragg’s 

Confederate Army of Tennessee.     

Figure 1 - Sketch of railroads and major Tennessee RR junctions in 1863. 

The North maintained a massive supply base at Louisville, Kentucky.  Everything needed to support multiple 

Federal armies flowed from this base to Nashville, TN over the Louisville and Nashville Railroad (L&N RR). 

 

 

  American Civil War Railroad Follow-on Series   By Jeff Williams 
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Supply trains rolled down the Nashville and Chattanooga RR, continuously, keeping General Rosecrans 

Union Army of the Cumberland well supplied as his army advanced from Murfreesboro, TN towards 

Tullahoma.  In one of those box cars was the newest weapon of war – the seven shot Spencer repeating rifle1. 

Figure 3 - Period photograph of hastily constructed Federal supply train car unloading platform near the "front", 

along the Nashville and Chattanooga RR, in support of General Rosecrans Tullahoma, TN campaign. 

Figure 4 – The seven shot Spencer repeating rifle first used by Federal cavalry regiments during the Tullahoma campaign. 

  American Civil War Railroad Follow-on Series   By Jeff Williams 
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Despite Bragg’s army having strong defensive positions in mountain passes, Rosecrans cavalry regiments, 

armed with the Spencer rifle, were able to outmaneuver and overwhelm Confederate forces forcing a 

withdrawal from Tullahoma.  Bragg’s army continued to be pushed back both along the Nashville and 

Chattanooga RR and the Tennessee River in what might have been one of the greatest military success stories 

of the war as executed by General William Rosecrans, had it not been for what happened next.  Rosecrans 

now had the prize in sight – the absolutely vital Confederate crossroads and transportation center of 

Chattanooga, TN.  If he could capture this city, it might just force the South to capitulate. 

  American Civil War Railroad Follow-on Series   By Jeff Williams 

Figure 5 - Period photograph of 

Chattanooga railroad depot freight 

house with Lookout Mountain in the 

background.  Notice the curved roof on 

the depot.  The depot was actually 

rather modern for the time as horse 

drawn carts could enter the depot 

through separate entrances and those 

carts could be directly offloaded/

onloaded from rail cars parked parallel 

to the cart path.  Note a soldier’s 

laundry hanging from the side of a box 

car (LOL!).  I believe that this 

photograph was actually taken 

sometime in late 1863 or early 1864, 

after General Ulysses S. Grant 

recaptured the city, as one box car has 

the USMRR markings.  In addition, the 

men standing in the foreground appear 

to be dressed as Confederate prisoners 

(without their weapons but guarded by 

the man seated to the left). 

Figure 6 - Period photograph of 

Chattanooga roundhouse, part of the 

city’s massive rail complex in this 

important Southern transportation 

crossroads.  Picture quality and lack of 

rails to the roundhouse suggests that 

this picture may have been taken well 

after the Civil War was over (but 

Chattanooga did have a functioning 

turn table during the War). 
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Figure 7 - The train routes 

General Longstreet's men had 

to take from the 

Rappahannock River in central 

Virginia to Chickamauga, GA, 

just SW of Chattanooga, TN. 

The Derail — August 2019 

 

Meanwhile, back in central Virginia, General Lee was receiving updates about the now dire situation in 

Southern Tennessee.  Lee also knew the importance of keeping Chattanooga in Confederate hands, yet he 

seemed preoccupied with planning for an offensive attack across the Rappahannock River aimed at Northern 

General Meade’s army.  However, President Jefferson Davis had the final word and directed his top general to 

deal with the worsening Tennessee crisis first.  After several letters back and forth, on September 5th, General 

Lee summoned General James Longstreet and gave him a most important task.  Longstreet was to take two 

infantry divisions by rail, nearly 12,000 men, to support General Bragg in defense of Chattanooga. 

The Confederate situation continued to worsen even as these orders were being developed.  Knoxville, TN 

had been seized by Union forces on September 2nd, severing the direct rail route from central Virginia to 

Southern Tennessee.  This forced a re-routing of Longstreet’s troops to move along protected railroads in 

North and South Carolina and then back up through Atlanta, GA – nearly 800 miles!  If Longstreet’s men 

were to arrive in time to help the beleaguered General Bragg, who had taken up defensive positions South of 

Chattanooga at Lookout Mountain and along Missionary Ridge, things would have to move fast and 

efficiently.  If you recall from some of my earlier chapters, Southern railroad companies did not play well 

with each other and were under little obligation to actually support the Confederate war effort.  However, 

given the crisis at hand, Jefferson Davis bestowed special war powers upon General Lee to make things 

happen and happen fast! 

Dubbed “Westward Ho”, the massive operation taxed the logistical and transportation resources of the 

Confederacy at a magnitude that was heretofore thought impossible.  Armed with General Lee’s orders, 

government agents had to coordinate the resources and activities of 16 different Southern railroad companies!  

Trains had to be rerouted and train schedules had to be massively altered.  Passengers were left stranded and 

freight cargo went undelivered, frustrating many Southerners.  As General James Longstreet climbed aboard 

the last train, General Lee said, “General, you must beat those people (General Rosecrans Union Army of the 

Cumberland) out there.”  To this General Longstreet replied, “They shall be beaten if I live.”  Longstreet was 

clearly plagued by doubts at what might lay before him4. 

  American Civil War Railroad Follow-on Series   By Jeff Williams 
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Figure 8 - Period photograph of destroyed 

railroad bridge over the Tennessee River 

(associated with the Nashville and 

Chattanooga RR).  This action severed 

General Rosecrans Union Army of the 

Cumberland from its supply base at 

Nashville. 
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Nearly twelve thousand soldiers along with all the necessary supplies to sustain that sized army were loaded 

onto or boarded passenger cars, baggage cars, mail cars, flat cars, and even coal cars for the now much longer 

journey to Northern Georgia.  The train trip was long and arduous as Longstreet’s troops had to deal with 

cramped conditions, hard track, and uncooked bacon.  However, civilians cheered the troop trains all along 

the way, keeping troop morale high, and on occasion locals would even feed the troops with whatever they 

could spare when trains stopped to take on water or fuel.  In Fort Sumter, SC one Southern soldier exclaimed 

that he had never seen so many sweet potatoes as train-weary troops were served buffet style from long rows 

of tables2. 

The complex plan had its share of delays and problems.  Worn out and broken railroad track had to be 

repaired before trains could proceed and the differing track gauges, in existence throughout the Confederacy 

at that time, required troops and supplies to have to be offloaded from one train and then onloaded onto 

another train, which was often parked some distance away.  In Raleigh, NC Confederate troops got off the 

train and attacked the Raleigh Standard - a newspaper that was often critical of the Southern war effort.  

Elsewhere, a new train conductor demanded fares from the troops until one of them pointed his rifle at the 

man and said, “I paid my fare at Gettysburg”.  Disaster even struck when a Northbound train leaving Atlanta, 

GA on the Western and Atlantic Railroad collided with a Southbound train - killing 18, injuring 67, and 

closing the rail line for a day2. 

Despite all of these issues the first group of General Longstreet’s troops trickled into General Bragg’s 

defensive lines along a creek called Chickamauga (meaning “river of death” in the Cherokee language) in NW 

Georgia and just SW of Chattanooga, TN on September 17, 1863.  What Longstreet’s men did not realize at 

the time was that they were about to be plunged into a bloody battle second only in intensity to Gettysburg, 

beginning the very next day.  The remainder of Longstreet’s troops and the General himself did not arrive 

until September 19th, disembarking trains at Ringgold, GA, from where the sounds of battle could be heard in 

the distance.  General Longstreet immediately engaged in the battle and by September 20th Longstreet’s men 

had routed 1/3rd of Rosecrans army in what turned out to be a major victory for the Confederacy.  The Battle 

of Chickamauga3 would end up being the worst defeat suffered by the Union in the Western Theater of the 

Civil War.   

Through sheer will, grit, and determination, along with bucket loads of luck, the Confederacy had pulled off 

the longest and second largest rail transport of (General James Longstreet’s) troops and military supplies 

during the Civil War to arrive just in time to help win a major battle.  The victory at Chickamauga would ring 

hollow for the South, however, as the Confederacy would actually lose more men (killed/wounded/captured 

or missing) than the Union army during this battle – human resources that the South just could not replace.  In 

addition, General Rosecrans army strategically retreated to Chattanooga, effectively shutting down 

Confederate use of rail lines running through that city. 
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The Confederate victory at Chickamauga would also be rather short lived.  Following the Battle of 

Chickamauga in mid-September, Southern troops were able to encircle Rosecrans army and cut off rail 

supplies from both Nashville and Knoxville causing near starvation conditions for the Union troops residing 

in Chattanooga.  President Lincoln took a page from the Confederate play book and put Ulysses S. Grant in 

charge of a massive and highly successful Federal rail operation, centered out of Knoxville, TN, designed to 

break the stalemate and relieve the starving Union troops (and General Rosecrans of his command).  The 

Confederate siege of Chattanooga was completely broken in November, 1863, sending the Confederates 

reeling back into Georgia and setting up preparations for Northern General William Tecumseh Sherman’s 

Atlanta Campaign.  The year 1864 was already setting up to be another bad one for the Southern cause. 

 

 

 

 

References and Additional Information: 

1. The Spencer repeating rifle has some interesting history of its own.  Christopher Spencer, who 

developed the rifle, actually challenged President Lincoln to a shooting competition on the White 

House lawn.  The President was so impressed with the rifle that he directed his Union commanders to 

“buy as many as could be manufactured”.  Somewhat surprisingly, Lincoln’s generals balked at this 

order, fearing that if common infantry soldiers were outfitted with this rifle they would fire 

haphazardly at the enemy and run out of ammunition too fast; so fast, they thought that they would not 

be able to supply their soldiers properly.  This is why only experienced cavalry soldiers were outfitted 

with this powerful new weapon. 

2. Much of the information for this article came from, “GENERAL JAMES LONGSTREET, The 

Confederacy’s Most Controversial Soldier – A Biography”, Jeffry D. Wert, Simon & Schuster, 1993. 

3. The Chickamauga battlefield was the first Civil War military park designated as such.  Before it 

became a military park in the 1890’s, the forests of Chickamauga remained largely untouched. So 

many bullets and cannon balls had been imbedded in the trees at that location that local lumber mills 

in the region refused to accept any timber from the site of the battle. It was simply too dangerous to 

cut into the wood! 

4. Despite suffering a very serious neck wound during the Battle of the Wilderness in 1864, General 

James Longstreet lived until 1904, dying just a few days short of his 83rd birthday.  In one of those 

strange twists of Civil War fate, Longstreet was accidentally wounded by his own men in the 

Wilderness battle one year after and only 4 miles from where General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson 

was fatally shot by his own men at the conclusion of the Battle of Chancellorsville, VA. 
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As mentioned in Part One, in this series of articles I will discuss operations on the Mystic Branch. In Part 

One I discussed the basic operational assumptions for the Branch. To reiterate, there are four freight trains, 

three “yard jobs” and two passenger trains per operating session. In Parts Two and Three of this series, the 

first two movements - the SATKVT freight and Yard Job 1 were described. SATKVT (San Antonio, TX – 

Kerrville TX) brings the freight cars for Kerrville, Mystic and Val Verde on to the branch from San Antonio. 

Yard Job 1 is responsible for sorting the cars for the Val Verde and Mystic “turns” and any cars bound for the 

un-modeled rail served customers in Kerrville. In Parts Four and Five of this series the VVT and Yard Job 2 

were described. The VVT (Val Verde Turn) brings all of the cars destined for Val Verde into the passing 

siding in Val Verde using the SD and crew used for SATKVT. It then delivers all cars to the Val Verde rail 

served customers and picks up all outbound cars and returns to the main track in Kerrville. Yard Job 2 then 

sorts all outbound loads and empties from the VVT. 

In Part Six of this series the two Passenger movements, the PS-SATKVT and PS-KVTSAT and a portion of 

the MYT were described. The PS-SATKVT (Passenger Service – San Antonio, TX – Kerrville, TX) departs 

San Antonio Staging for Kerrville using the other SD for power with station stops in Val Verde and Mystic. 

PS-KVTSAT is the return passenger service using the same equipment. Likewise, the first portion of the 

MYT (Mystic Turn) was discussed. The MYT delivers all cars to the Mystic rail served customers and picks 

up all outbound cars and returns to the main track in Kerrville. In Part Seven of this series, the next portion of 

the MYT was described. The portion of the MYT discussed in Part Seven was the pick-ups and set outs for 

the Main Street Rail Served Customers, Valley Lumber Company, Mystic Freight Station, and the Mystic 

Brewing Company. 

In Part Eight of this series we will describe and show some illustrations for the remainder of the MYT. In 

this portion we will discuss switching the remaining rail-served customers in Mystic, the Valley Produce 

Association, Walker Transfer & Storage, and Packard Farm & Ranch Supply. 

My s t i c  Tu rn  -  Con c lus ion  
Remember from Part Seven, the remaining Mystic set outs were moved from the Passing Siding to the Main. 

This was necessary so that the Valley Produce Association and Walker Transfer & Storage facilities could be 

switched. The Engineer pulled the outbound cut down the Main to the West Passing Siding switch. The Head 

Brakeman set the switch for the Passing Siding and the Engineer pulled the cut forward and coupled to 

Caboose SP 1652. The Head Brakeman connected the air hoses and the Engineer slowly backed both cuts of 

cars until the mechanical refrigerator car BKTY 38 was clear of the West Siding switch. The Head Brakeman 

set the switch for the Main and The Engineer moved the cuts forward until the Caboose was in the clear. The 

Rear Brakeman then uncoupled 1427 from the 

Caboose and the Engineer slowly backed the 

outbound cut down the Main until 1427 was clear 

of the switch. The Head Brakeman threw the 

switch for the Passing Siding and mounted 1427. 

The Rear Brakeman mounted the last car of the 

outbound cut and the Engineer sounded two short 

blasts and slowly pulled the cut up the Passing 

Siding. See Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1 - Mystic outbound cut moves up the Passing Siding 
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This brings us to the present. The Engineer signals 

for the SH 27 and US 87 grade crossings. As the last 

car in the cut, SP 246001, clears the switch for the 

Valley Produce Association, the Rear Brakeman 

radios the Engineer and he stops the cut. See Figure 2. 

 

       
                Figure 2 –Outbound cut at Valley Produce Siding switch 

 

The Rear Brakeman sets the switch for the Valley 

Produce Association siding and the Head Brakeman 

sets the East Passing Siding switch for the Passing 

Siding. The Engineer give three short blasts on the 

train horn and, as the Rear Brakeman protects the SH 

27 grade crossing, slowly pushes the cut onto the 

Valley Produce siding. As the cut approaches SP 

605576, the Rear Brakeman radios the Engineer. See 

Figure 3. 

              Figure 3 – Picking up two loaded cars at Valley Produce Association 

 

The Engineer couples SP 246001 to SP 605576 and 

the Rear Brakeman connects the air hoses and releases 

the hand brakes and mounts SPFE 459725. The 

Engineer gives two short blasts and pulls the cut from 

the siding. As the cut clears the East Switch the Rear 

Brakeman radios the Engineer. See Figure 4. 

 

        Figure 4 – Outbound cut at East Passing Siding Switch 

The Head Brakeman sets the switch for the Main and 

radios the Engineer. After sounding three short blasts, 

the Engineer pushes the cut down the Main with the 

Rear Brakeman protecting the grade crossings. The 

Engineer starts the bell as the cut approaches the 

Mystic Station platform. As the cut approaches BKTY 

38 the Rear Brakeman radios the Engineer. The 

Engineer slows and couples SPFE 459725 to the 

reefer. See Figure 5. 

        Figure 5 – Setouts for Valley Produce Association picked up 
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The Rear Brakeman connects the air hoses between the two reefers, then uncouples RBOX 10324 from HCRC 

824 and releases the hand brakes on the reefer and boxcar. When complete, he radios the Engineer that the cut 

is ready to move. The Engineer signals for the US 87 

grade crossing and slowly pulls the cut down the Main 

past the East Switch. The Head Brakeman then sets the 

switch for the Passing Siding. With the Rear Brakeman 

protecting the grade crossings, the Engineer backs the 

full cut down the Passing Siding and on to the Produce 

siding and spots the two cars to be set out. See Figure 6. 

       Figure 6 – RBOX 10324 and BKTY 38 spotted at Valley Produce Association 

The Rear Brakeman uncouples BKTY 38 from SPFE 459725 and the Engineer pulls the remaining cut 

forward several feet. The Rear Brakeman sets the hand brakes on the two spotted cars. The Engineer pulls the 

cut from the siding, signals for the US 87 grade crossing and proceeds on to the Main stopping the cut just 

past the East Switch. Meanwhile, the Rear Brakeman sets the Produce siding switch for the Passing Siding and 

locks it. Then the Conductor marks the pick-ups and set outs on the Switch List. (Then the Conductor removes 

the car cards for SP 605576 and SPFE 459725 from the Valley Produce Association card box. He then places 

a Car Being Loaded/Unloaded Do Not Move instruction in the car cards for RBOX 10324 and BKTY 38 and 

places the cards in the Valley Produce Association card 

box.) The Head Brakeman sets the East switch for the 

Main and radios the Engineer. After sounding three 

short blasts, the Engineer pushes the cut down the Main 

with the Rear Brakeman protecting the grade crossings. 

The Engineer starts the bell as the cut approaches the 

Mystic Station platform. The Engineer stops the cut and 

the Rear Brakeman uncouples SP 605576 from SP 

246001. Then the Engineer pulls the remainder of the 

cut clear of the SH 27 grade crossing. See Figure 7.  
         Figure 7 – Outbound cut spotted on the Mystic Main 

The Head Brakeman uncouples 1427 from ATSF 51263 and mounts the engine. The Engineer then moves 

1427 down the Main clear of the East Passing Siding switch. The Head Brakeman dismounts, sets the switch 

for the Passing Siding and re-mounts the engine. The Engineer sounds three short blasts and backs 1427 down 

the siding, signaling for the grade crossings until 1427 is 

clear of the West Passing Siding switch. This run-around 

maneuver is necessary to switch the two remaining 

Mystic Rail Served Customers, Packard Farm & Ranch 

Supply and Walker Transfer & Storage. Meanwhile, the 

Rear Brakeman walked over to the remaining setout cut 

of cars. The Head Brakeman throws the West switch for 

the main and the Engineer after sounding two short blasts 

proceeds up the Main signaling for the grade crossings 

and approaches the Caboose. The Caboose needs to be 

moved to the Passing Siding so that it will be in position 

for the return trip to Kerrville. See Figure 8.     Figure 8 – 1427 approaches Caboose SP 1652 
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The Engineer couples to the caboose and the Rear Brakeman 

uncouples the caboose from RBOX 10941. Then with the 

Head Brakeman protecting the US 87 grade crossing, the 

Engineer pulls the caboose down the Main clear of the West 

switch. The Head Brakeman throws the switch for the 

Passing Siding and the Engineer pushes the caboose up the 

siding clear of the switch. See Figure 9. 

         Figure 9 – Caboose spotted on Passing Siding 

 

The Engineer then backs 1427 down the Passing siding clear 

of the West switch. The Head Brakeman then throws the 

switch for the Main. The Engineer then moves up the Main 

and couples to RBOX 10941. The Rear Brakeman releases 

the hand brakes and mount HCRC 824. The Engineer then 

pulls the two cars down the Main. See Figure 10. 

 

              
           Figure 10 – HCRC 824 moving down the Main to be spotted  

 

 

The Engineer stops the cut clear of the Packard Farm & 

Ranch Supply siding switch. The Rear Brakeman dismounts 

and sets the switch for the Packard siding. The Engineer 

then pushes the cut slowly into the siding to pick up covered 

hopper, MKT 4147. See Figure 11. 

 

          Figure 11 – Picking up MKT 4147 

 

 

 

After coupling to MKT 4147, the Rear Brakeman release the 

hand brake and the Engineer pulls the cut out of the siding. The 

Head Brakeman sets the switch for the Main and the Engineer 

pushes the cut forward until MKT 4147 is clear. See Figure 12. 

 

        
          Figure 12 – MKT 4147 spotted on Main 
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The Rear Brakeman uncouples MKT 4147 from HCRC 824 

and the Engineer pulls the cut down the Main clear of the 

covered hopper. Once clear of the Packard Switch, the Head 

Brakeman sets the switch for the Packard siding, and the 

Engineer pushes the cut into the siding and spots HCRC 824 

at the Warehouse Door. See Figure 13. 

 

              Figure 13 – HCRC 824 spotted at Packard Farm & Ranch Supply 

The Rear Brakeman sets the hand brake on the box car. The Engineer sounds two short blasts and pulls RBOX 

10941 out of the Packard siding down the Main clear of the West switch. The Conductor marks the Packard 

Farm & Ranch Supply pick-up and set out on the Switch List. (Then the Conductor removes the car card for 

MKT 4147 from the Packard Farm & Ranch Supply card 

box. He then places a Car Being Loaded/Unloaded Do Not 

Move instruction in the car card for HCRC 824 and places 

the card in the box.) Meanwhile, the Rear Brakeman sets the 

Packard siding switch for the Main and locks it. Both 

Brakemen mount the cut and the Engineer sounds three 

blasts and pushes the cut East-bound down the Passing 

Siding, with the brakemen protecting both grade crossings. 

The Engineer spots the caboose just clear of the US 87 

crossing.  The Rear Brakeman uncouples the caboose from 

RBOX 10941. See Figure 14.                       Figure 14 – Caboose spotted temporarily on Passing Siding 

 

 

 

The Engineer then pulls RBOX 10941 up the Passing Siding 

until it is clear of the Walker Transfer & Storage siding switch. 

The Head Brakeman sets the switch for the Walker siding. See 

Figure 15. 

               
                Figure 15 – RBOX 10941 at Walker Transfer & Storage Siding 

 

With the Rear Brakeman protecting the US 87 grade crossing, 

the Engineer pushes RBOX 10941 down the Walker Transfer 

& Storage siding and couples to CR 266873. See Figure 16. 

 

   

       Figure 16 – CR 266873 being picked up from Walker Transfer & Storage 
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The Rear Brakeman releases the hand brake, connects the 

air hoses and signals to the Engineer. The Engineer pulls 

CR 266873 from the siding. The Head Brakeman sets the 

switch for the Passing siding and the Engineer pushes CR 

266873 down the siding and couples to the caboose. The 

Engineer continues to push the cut down the Passing Siding 

until clear of the East Switch. See Figure 17. 

 

        Figure 17 – CR 266873 and caboose spotted on the Main 

 

The Rear Brakeman uncouples RBOX 10941 from the 

CONRAIL car and signals the Engineer. The Engineer then 

pulls RBOX 10941 up the Passing Siding clear of the 

Walker Transfer & Storage Switch. The Head Brakeman 

sets the switch for Walker Transfer & Storage siding. The 

Engineer sounds three quick blasts and as the Head 

Brakeman protects the US 87 grade crossing pushes RBOX 

10941 down the Walker Transfer & Storage siding, spotting 

it at Door A. See Figure 18. 

       Figure 18 – RBOX 10941 spotted at Walker Transfer & Storage – Door A 

The Head Brakeman uncouples the car and sets the hand brake. The Engineer then signals for the US 87 grade 

crossing, pulls out of the siding and stops on the Passing Siding just clear of the siding switch. The Head 

Brakeman then sets the switch for the Passing Siding and locks it. He mounts the engine and the Engineer 

sounds three short blasts and backs 1427 West-bound down the Passing Siding just clear of the West Passing 

Siding switch.  

Meanwhile, the Rear Brakeman sets the East Passing Siding Switch for the Main and locked it. The Conductor 

marks the Walker Transfer & Storage pick-up and set-out on the Switch List. (Then the Conductor removes 

the car card for CR 266873 from the Walker Transfer & Storage card box. He then places a Car Being 

Loaded/Unloaded Do Not Move instruction in the car card for RBOX 10941 and places the card in the box.)  

The Head Brakeman then sets the West Passing Siding switch for the Main and locks it. The Head Brakeman 

mounts the engine and the Engineer sounds two short 

blasts on the train horn and slowly pulls 1427 ahead to 

couple to the outbound cuts of cars. As 1427 approaches 

the grain hopper MKT 4147 the Head Brakeman 

dismounts and connects the air hoses after the Engineer 

couples to the car and stops.  The Head Brakeman signals 

the Engineer and he begins pushing MKT 4147 down the 

Main and couples to SPFE 459725. The Head Brakeman 

connects the air hoses. See Figure 19.  

                Figure 19 – MKT 4147 coupled to SPFE 459725 
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The Engineer then sounds three short blasts and begins pushing 

the cut. The Head Brakeman protects the SH 27 grade crossing 

as the Engineer couples SP 605576 to SP 246001. Again the 

Head Brakeman connects the air hoses. With the Rear Brakeman 

protecting the US 87 grade crossing, the Engineer starts the bell 

and slowly pushes the cut down the Main and couples ATSF 

51263 to CR 266873. See Figure 20. 

 

 

                Figure 20 – EXTRA 1427 WEST assembled on the Mystic Main 

The Rear Brakeman then connects the air hoses. As the Engineer was assembling the train for the return trip to 

Kerrville, the Conductor was visiting with the SP Station 

Agent. The two Brakeman perform a walking inspection of the 

train. The Conductor and Rear Brakeman walk back to the 

caboose. Once the crew is all aboard, the Conductor radios the 

Engineer that the train is ready to depart. The Engineer 

completes the air brake test, starts the bell, sounds two short 

blasts on the train horn and slowly accelerates EXTRA 1427 

WEST out of Mystic. The time is 4:30 PM. See Figure 21. 

                Figure 21 – EXTRA 1427 WEST (the return of the MYT) leaves Mystic 

The Engineer sets the throttle for a speed of 25 mph, and a little 

less than one hour later, EXTRA 1427 WEST arrives in the 

Kerrville yard. The Engineer throttles back to yard speed as the 

train comes in on the Kerrville Yard Main and starts the bell to 

warn anyone on the Kerrville station platform. The Engineer 

stops the train as the caboose clears the yard lead switch. The 

time is 5:30 PM. See Figure 22.           Figure 22 - EXTRA 1427 WEST (the return of the MYT) arrives in Kerrville 

The Head Brakeman dismounts and uncouples 1427 from MKT 4147 and the Engineer pulls 1427 clear of the 

Main crossover switch. The head brakeman then lines the two crossover switches so 1427 can escape. The 

Engineer then reverses, sounds two blasts on the train horn, and proceeds through the cross-over switches. The 

Head Brakeman then lines the two switches to normal and mounts the engine. Engine 1427 then proceeds 

down the passing track. The yard crew then lines the ladder switches so 1427 can move to the engine track for 

inspection and service. The Engineer and Head Brakeman turn 1427 over to the Engine track crew and take a 

break. 

Meanwhile, the Conductor and Rear Brakeman walk over to the Kerrville Agent’s office. The Conductor turns 

in the paperwork and the Agent notifies the San Antonio Dispatcher. The Dispatcher then officially indicates 

that the train orders are completed. EXTRA 1427 WEST (the MYT) is officially complete. (The Conductor 

places the car cards in the Kerrville Main card box). The Conductor and Rear Brakeman then take a break.  

Well, this concludes this operating session on the Mystic Branch. In the next installment Yard Job 3 and 

KVTSAT will be featured. See you next month! 
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     July 2019 Minutes        By Richard Louvet 

The Derail — August 2019 

Vice President David Currey called the meeting to 
order at 7:01pm.  
 
There was one visitor. David thanked Virginia 
Freitag and Ben & Liz Harris Hogno for punch and 
cookies.  
 
Rex Ritz stressed the importance of accepting a 
nomination as a San Jac officer. 
 
David introduced Gene Mangum for a clinic on 
Realistic Open Loads on the Mystic Branch. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The May bank balance was $17,420.14. Income for 
April and May included $400 for the remaining 
deposit return from the Stafford Centre and a $50 
donation from the Rosenberg Railfest.  
 
The club received a thank you note from the Gus 
Freitag family. 
 
Fall Layout Tour 
Craig Brantley has finalized the Hwy 290, Bryan/
College Station area tour date as November 23 – the 
only date without an A&M game. The final date to 
get your layout included in the printed flyer is 
September.  
 
Contact Craig at SanJacTour@SBCGlobal.net.  
 
Lone Star Region/ Division 8 
Visit http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/ for clinic 
information.  
 
Final attendance count for the Texas Special in Frisco 
was 209. San Jac was well represented in the contest 
room as follows: 
 
Steam Locomotives  Barry Bogs w/D&RGW T12 #460         1st 

Passenger Cars     Blake Bogs w/ D&RG Combine 210     3rd 

Freight Cars     Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 6032 Flatcar      2nd 

      Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 6009 Flatcar      3rd 

Maintenance of Way Blake Bogs w/ D&RG 06008 MOW      1st 

Special Contest  Kelly Russell w/ Double Deck            3rd 

   Kelly Russell w/ Dancing Under the Stars 2nd 

General   Cathy Ashcraft w/ Memory Plate            3rd 

Railroadiana    Divina Gato-Hogno w/ Patriotic RR Wreath  1st 

Photos-Prototype-B&W  Blake Bogs w/ Cowboys by Train    1st 

Photo-Prototype-Color   Randall Wilson w/ Faded Glory      3rd 

            Blake Bogs w/ 963 By the Tower    2nd 

Photos-Model-Color      Rick Jones w/ Sawmill             1st 

Photo-Computer Enhanced   Blake Bogs w/ The Meet           2nd 

 
A total of 18 Models, 4 Arts & Crafts, and 17 Photo 
was entered in for the 2019 LSR Regional Contest by 
Division 8 members. 

The division director will be vacant next year: 
consider running. 
 
Dallas is trying for the 2023 NMRA national 
convention. 
 
Membership Committee 
Our Facebook is at https://www.facebook.com/San-
Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/ 
Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 
Our Groups.io is at SJMRRC@Groups.io 
 
JayC. Williams has developed a mat cutter gondola 
kit as part of his teaching duties. He is planning a 
Make & Take session at the school the first two 
Saturdays in September. There is a possibility of a 
“Summer Camp” for youth next year. He is hoping to 
have the school layout on the tour. 
 
New Business 
Richard Bartlett has passed away. Bob Sabol will 
look into an obituary for the Derail. 
 
Loren and Judith Neufeld will be moving in August. 
 
Denny McGonigle is investigating T shirts for the 
2020 LSR. Cost would be $18. He needs a 
commitment of at least 20 members to proceed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37pm. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Dick Louvet 
Secretary/Treasurer  

mailto:SanJacTour@SBCGlobal.net
http://www.texasgulfdivision.org/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach  (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (rlouvet@att.net) 

Gene Mangum (semangum@windstream.net) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

JayC. Williams (jaycello@yahoo.com)  

Jeff Williams (mellowmiata@hotmail.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

Pere Marquette 1225 Ferry 
Move to Mt. Pleasant 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmHyV_m7m8Y  

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

The Derail — August 2019 

President: Robert (Bob) Barnett  MMR 

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Vice-President: David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

rlouvet@att.net 

Director at Large:  Chuck Lind MMR 

chucklind46@gmail.com 

Past President: Rex Ritz icrex@yahoo.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6 

 

“Using an Arduino to Turn On LEDs 

On a Control Panel” 

by  

Jim Williams 

 

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  (drinks) 

Bob Barnett (cookies) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmHyV_m7m8Y
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/

