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First, I would like to commend JayC and Tom Bailey for all their work in keeping our club meetings going, 

even during the worst of the Pandemic. The current “Hybrid Meeting” concept is really working well, and 

we need to continue this concept. During our last meeting, we had 28 members at the Bayland Center and 

another 22 joining remotely, via ZOOM. So, with this scheme, we can support our club members (and 

others) who cannot attend in person. As I mentioned last month, we really need to continue to support 

Division 8, especially the clinics. Phil Stewart in his Division 8 discussion mentioned that the 2023 LSR 

Convention will be in Temple during the first or second week of May. We need to attend if at all possible. 

Well, it is official. This year’s Christmas Party will be a catered affair at the Bayland Center. Bob Sabol is 

coordinating the affair and has sent out invites to all members and some other club associates. So, 

PLEASE, if you haven’t signed up do so as soon as possible. The annual gift exchange will also occur as 

in the past. As Robert Ashcraft indicates, not everyone has to bring a gift to exchange, only those who want 

to participate. His guidelines indicate that we should keep the cost around $25. He indicates that some will 

raid their extra or unused stock on hand, others will purchase items either rolling stock or something non-

scale specific like scenery material, etc. Be sure to wrap the gift and indicate the scale, if relevant, on the 

package. For those that have participated in the past, I can tell you it is a lot of fun. Robert also mentions 

that the ladies, or as they were called in the past, "Non-Rails", can, if they wish, have their own exchange 

of white elephant gifts and usually play by the same rules. 

Dick Louvet is a master craftsman. His clinic on his “Stacked Staging” elevator device was really well 

done, and it seems to me a really cool concept that can actually work. Speaking of clinics, as I mentioned 

last month, we really need clinics beginning for next year. Be sure to check with JayC if you can 

participate. Remember, the clinics/presentations do not have to be 45 minutes to an hour. We can clearly 

accommodate two to three 20 to 30 minute clinics/presentations per session. 

As I mentioned last month, our San Jacinto Model Rails club really supports our railroading hobby by 

opening-up our homes during November and early December for public viewing. I want to thank all who 

participate in this endeavor. One more thing. I would like to encourage everyone to support JayC’s HOGG 

Middle School Modular Layout Group that will be open on Saturday, December 4th. See the tour 

information instructions for directions to the school.  

So, that’s it for this month! I want to wish all of my SanJac club colleagues…HAPPY RAILROADING! 

See you at the Christmas Celebration! 

Gene 

 

     Thoughts From the President   By Gene Mangum  
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 Realistic Operations on Your Model Railroad 46         By Al Partlow 

In this edition of our series, we will be taking a look at what noted railroad writer Fred Frailey called “The 

Great American Freight Train”.  This train known as “The Blue Streak Merchandise” or “BSM” was not only 

the longest running, but also the fastest of a long list of freight trains operated by U.S. railroads. Most of the 

large railroads attempted to emulate this train, and some were successful for a few years or even a decade or 

so, but only this train survived wars, bad economic times, and strong competition from other railroads to 

remain in service over six decades beginning in 1931 and lasting into the 1990s. 

Over time, maintaining the high average speed required to move this train over the St. Louis Southwestern or 

“Cotton Belt” and Southern Pacific Railroads resulted in speed limits violated, rulebooks rewritten, and 

operating personnel careers both made and broken. The train reflected the problems faced by American 

railroads in the recession years of the 1970s and the rebirth of the railroads in the 1990s.  Flexibility, 

adaptability and relationships with key shippers were the major reasons for such a successful operation.  In 

addition, the Cotton Belt had an established motor freight subsidiary, Southwestern Transportation, that 

literally provided door-to-door service for shippers such as Sears, Woolworth, Kresge and J. C. Penney. 

The downturn in rail freight traffic in the Great Depression was what led to the concept of a merchandise 

train operating on a fast passenger train schedule and thus “The Blue Streak Merchandise” was born.  The 

train entered service on October 1, 1931 with a departure from the Cotton Belt’s East St. Louis yard with 

packages for destinations in Missouri and Arkansas. The service expanded to reach Texas, then on to 

California points and finally east to Memphis and Chicago. The service grew from a means of shipping 

packages in an expeditious manner to a just-in-time component of a supply chain that supported extensive 

automobile plants on the West Coast.    

The train originally known as the “Blue Streak Merchandise” over time evolved into other trains known as 

“The Advanced Blue Streak Merchandise, “The Memphis Blue Streak Merchandise”, “The Texas Streak”, 

and “The Dallas Streak”.  A Texas & New Orleans train with a timetable designation of 2-342 originated in 

Dallas with cars that were combined with the various “Blue Streak” trains at Corsicana, Texas for movement 

on to the West Coast.  In addition, these trains also operated in multiple sections depending on the traffic 

available on a specific day.  

In the early years, the various trains were powered by smaller steam locomotives, typically of the 4-6-0 and  

2-8-0 wheel arrangements, sometimes double headed as tonnage dictated.  In later years, larger steam 

locomotives such as the famous Cotton Belt 4-8-4 Northern 800 Class locomotives handled the trains from 

East St. Louis to a connection with the Texas & New Orleans in Corsicana, Texas.  T&NO power on the 

trains included 2-8-2 MK-5 Class Mikados and F Class 2-10-2s.  Freight cars were primarily wood box cars 

that had been shopped to make sure they were in as good a condition as possible for the higher speed service. 

As the depression years of the 1930s lingered on and truck competition for merchandise traffic on shorter 

routes provided more challenges, it became obvious to management that changes in the service, as well as 

expansion to more extensive routes, were in order.  The other major factor in play with the Cotton Belt was 

that by the mid 1930’s, the Southern Pacific had acquired eighty seven percent control of the railroad. 

The first service expansion occurred in late 1935 as the “Blue Streak” began operating on to Dallas and Fort 

Worth.  Operating as Train Number 43, the same train number as the original BSM from East St. Louis to 

Pine Bluff, Arkansas, the “Dallas Streak” had definite superiority over eastbound trains, including perishable 

trains from SP West Coast origins.  Trains such as “The Colton Block” and the “SR-IV” (Salt River Valley in 

Arizona and the Imperial Valley in California) reefer trains even “took the siding” for the BSM.   

 



 3 The Derail — December 2021 
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Motive power on these trains were typically Cotton Belt Class K 2-8-0 Consolidations which could handle 

the 20-30 car trains easily through relatively flat East Texas. Freight equipment was still primarily vintage 

wood box cars. 

In 1936, an even more important expansion took place with the extension of service to Los Angeles with the 

“Motor Special” handling not only auto parts to the new Southern California auto plants, but also high 

priority shipments including merchandise as a result of being combined with the Blue Streak at Pine Bluff.  

The 2,450-mile route was covered in 102 hours. 

In 1939, yet another route extension took place with the addition of the “Texas Streak” via Shreveport and on 

to Houston over the T&NO.  This train actually originated in Pine Bluff rather than Lewisville, Arkansas, as 

in prior years and provided second morning delivery to Houston from Pine Bluff. 

With the pre-World War II traffic volumes and the actual war traffic volumes creating havoc with the rail 

freight system, any further plans for the Blue Streak were put on hold until after the war. The sheer volume 

of military shipments, including the movement of crude oil from the Shreveport area, extended schedules for 

the BSM trains and pretty much made the concept of dependable expedited movements meaningless 

throughout the war years. 

With the end of the war in August 1945, schedules once more returned to those of the pre-war years. In early 

1946, the BSM schedule was now extended on the SP from Corsicana, Texas to Los Angeles. Although 

throughout most of the late 1940s, the BSM and The Motor Special were combined on the Cotton Belt, the 

BSM finally started operating on its own schedule by mid-1949, often out of Pine Bluff ahead of the Motor 

Special.          

As the first-generation diesels began to arrive in the late 1940s, it was common to see Cotton Belt EMD FT’s 

as well as F7’s in three and four unit consists on the various “Blue Streak” trains.  Alco RS3 road switchers 

powered the Texas Streak (now nicknamed the Branch Streak) from Texarkana to Dallas beginning in 1952 

and protected this movement for the next decade. The Cotton Belt was fully dieselized by 1953, although the 

SP did not phase out steam for several more years. 

Throughout the early through mid-1950s, the BSM trains continued to operate as basically merchandise 

trains with freight forwarder traffic being a major component of the traffic mix. Acme Fast Freight was the 

major shipper on traffic originating in the St. Louis area with cars destined for Texas and California points 

being the main traffic handled on the trains. With the addition of CTC and a new hump yard facility at Pine 

Bluff, Arkansas, the Cotton Belt had become a truly modernized railroad. Unfortunately, all good things must 

end and by 1958 the importance of the BSM had dwindled significantly as other railroads with more direct 

routes to the West Coast caught up with the SSW-SP routed trains. 

What was known as “The Great Speed War” began in early 1958 with a new partner for the SSW-SP, the 

Chicago & Eastern Illinois which cut transit time from Chicago to the West Coast from six to five days.  The 

key to this routing was that trains now bypassed the St. Louis area and were interchanged at Illmo, Missouri.  

Another factor in the reduced transit time was the Texas & New Orleans becoming a more modern railroad 

with upgraded track and CTC system.  

As traffic failed to materialize for the competing railroads, the SSW-SP route once more became the premier 

route for transcontinental freight movements via rail.  The railroads once more reduced the schedule to sixty-

five and one-half hours for both the Motor Special and the BSM, beginning in March of 1958.  While the 

trains never met the schedule consistently, primarily due to lack of enough horsepower and other operational 
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and speed restraints, the BSM trains still provided the fastest transcontinental freight service. 

In late 1959, through higher speeds and reduced terminal time, the schedule for the BSM was once more 

reduced to 52 hours, or basically two days, from St. Louis to Los Angeles. Top speed was now 65 mph and 

would be raised to 70 mph by 1963.  Caboose changes at each major crew change point were eliminated in 

favor of pool cabooses and newer and higher horsepower locomotives were added to the fleet.  

In the next installment of our series, we will look at the BSM and sister trains from the 1960s into the final 

years of the SSW-SP in the 1990s. For now, let us turn our attention to how the operation of a high-speed 

merchandise train can add operating interest to your model railroad, especially for transition-era modelers. 

Whether you are a freelance or prototype modeler, there is always an opportunity to include this type of train 

operation on your layout.  If you have the space, you can operate a high-speed freight over the entire railroad, 

making this train superior to all other freight trains and even some passenger trains. Keeping these inferior 

trains out of the way can make for interesting operations whether your railroad is controlled by a CTC 

system, Timetable and Train Order, or some other type of operating system. 

If you have a smaller layout, you can have a high-speed freight enter the layout from staging and make 

setouts and pickups on the modeled layout before returning to another staging yard. On my T&NO Hearne 

Sub, The Blue Streak Merchandise enters the layout from Dallas/Corsicana Staging running as T&NO Train 

#2-342. Setouts and pickups are made at Hearne, along with bad order cars “cutout” of the train. These 

various movements provide additional work for the Hearne Yardmaster/Yard Crew to perform during an 

operating session.  Motive power is changed as the train will now operate as T&NO Train #1-249 from 

Hearne down the Dallas-San Antonio Cutoff (DALSA) towards Flatonia and on west. The DALSA is 

represented by a small two track staging yard. 

In the next installment, we will discuss how more modern era modelers can include high-speed freight trains 

on their layouts from the 1960s through the early 1990s.  This discussion will include not only the various 

modern era freight cars, but also the intermodal equipment that ran on these trains in later years.   

   

BSM in Hearne with Hearne 

Switch Engine 

Hearne Switch Engine Removing Cars 

BSM Departing for San Antonio 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

Upgrading Passenger Service on the WW&F Ry. – Part 1 

My layout was built to be a switching layout based on how the 2-Ft Gauge prototype Wiscasset, Waterville & 

Farmington ran the railroad. The layout has two main towns at each end of the line: Albion and Wiscasset. 

Operations are centered around moving freight between them. I knew they moved passengers, but my focus 

was on the freight. But my layout did have two stations for passengers. 

Figure 1 - The track plan shows the route between the town of Albion, along the bottom,  

counter-clockwise to Wiscasset and the narrow station near the Maine Central crossing. 

 

The published train times show all scheduled trains as mixed, carrying freight AND passengers. In fact, in 

1924, there were 2 round trips between Albion and Wiscasset, all mixed. I didn’t want to ignore the 

passenger traffic, so I thought if I tacked on a passenger car at the end of each train and called it day! 

Figure 2 - RPO Combine No 2 sits near the station in Albion. This is the northern end of the line. It will take passengers,  

baggage and the US Mail the 40 miles south to Wiscasset. Orvis Bonney was the full-time RPO section. 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

The WW&F had several passenger cars, but most are too long for my tight radius curves. Fortunately, the 

railroad purchased 2 Jackson & Sharp cars that were 37-ft feet long. Number 12 was a coach and 2 was an 

RPO/Combine. I thought No. 2 would be a nice fit on the layout. 

Figure 3 - The RPO/Combine started life as a RTR On30 Passenger Coach. I would use the roof and the frame, but replace the sides                       
and ends with parts from a laser printed kit by Deerfield River Laser to make the model seen in Fig 2. 

The RPO/Combine is a kitbash using a Bachmann On30 passenger car and new laser cut sides and ends from 

Deerfield River Laser.  The result isn’t an exact copy of the prototype, but it did give the look and feel of the 

real No 2. It was a little too long and a little too wide. I added a detailed interior with lights controlled by a 

Soundtraxx Soundcar decoder. It has the added benefit of providing realistic sounds, such a brake squeal, 

wheels passing over rail joints, and flange squeal. I coupled it to the end of all scheduled trains with loading 

at Albion and Wiscasset stations. 

Figure 4 - This view shows the interior detailed with seats made from GL mounted on a new floor. A speaker is installed in the baggage area  
with holes through the floor and frame. A Soundcar™ decoder from Tsunami with a CurrentKeeper were attached to the inside of the roof      

with lots of electrical tape. Two small yellow LEDs can be seen, one in the passenger area and one in the mail room. 
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     Back to the Bench      By Pete Leach MMR  

 

Part way through layout construction, I purchased a kit of the Preble’s Milk Stop to add a scenic element in 

an open area between Albion and Wiscasset. A milk stop is essentially a flag stop where local farmers could 

drop off cans of milk and cream on the platform. The cans were the signal for the morning train from Albion 

to stop. The train could also be flagged by a passenger. This station gave me a third stop for passengers and 

mail. 

Figure 5 - Brakeman Ed is ready to help load the mail on RPO No 2 as it slows for a quick stop at Preble's milkstop. This scene began as a way to 
breakup the area between the 2 main towns but is now an important part of the operations. 

Adding passenger service to my freight-oriented layout wasn’t a complete afterthought. I must admit I didn’t 

think about it much until I started running trains. But I was concerned that RPO Combine No 2 couldn’t 

handle the volume passengers the Sheepscot Valley would generate. It was time to add a coach. Next month, 

I’ll show you how I turned an ugly, out-of-scale Bachmann model into a coach more representative of the 

prototype. I’m headed Back to the Bench to expand service to the valley. 

Thermite Your Rail Gaps 

I repair track and wiring for many of my railroading friends.  Often I have to cut a 
gap in the rail where an insulated rail joiner should be.  On occasion, I find a cut 
in the rail in the wrong place.  I have found that I can “thermite” the gap, just like 
the real railroads do, with solder.  I have a small 15 watt professional soldering 
iron that gets really hot on a small tip.  By holding the iron such that it touches 
both ends of the rail and holding the end of tiny 40/60 solder to the rail, the solder 
flows into the gap, filling the void.  If the solder needs to be dressed to the shape 
of the rail, just like the full-scale railroads do, a small file lightly stroked across 
the solder does the job. 

You can view actual railroad thermite welding videos on YouTube. 

      Mark’s Minute           By Mark Couvillion 
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     Downtown Mystic    By Gene Mangum 

The City of Mystic, like most Texas towns has a “Downtown Business District”. Most of these business 

districts started at the original cross-roads within the town as it grew. The City of Mystic is no exception. In 

Mystic the downtown business district is bounded by Travis Street (SH 27) on the South, Main Street (US 

87) on the West, Milam Street on the North, and Water Street on the East. Figure 1 shows a view of the 

downtown business district from the corner of Main (US 87) and Travis (SH 27). 

Figure 1 - View of Downtown Mystic from the corner of Main (US 87) and Travis (SH 27) 

As Mystic grew, the city hall, police station, schools, etc. tended to be located further south along US 87 

(Main Street) past the railroad tracks, near the passenger station where the Guadalupe River made another 

turn. Unfortunately, these are beyond the modelled portion of Mystic. However, the structures on the south 

side of Travis Street and the railroad tracks are modeled. The town also expanded to the north and west as 

well, but not as much toward the east where the original town was bounded by the Guadalupe River until an 

all-weather highway bridge was constructed. Nowadays, a residential area and park are found on the east side 

of the river. Luckily, this area is modeled. The area to the north including the lumber yard and the railroad 

tracks is modeled. The area to the west, beyond the Main Street railroad lead for a block or so is modeled as 

well. 

All of the buildings in the downtown Mystic area were built from plastic kits from two different 

manufacturers. All of the buildings that face Main Street were made from Walthers kits. The bank building 

which faces Travis Street along with the ones that face Water Street (and the Guadalupe River) were built 

from Heljan (Con-Cor) kits. No buildings actually face Milam Street, only the sides of buildings. All of these 

structures are discussed in detail in the following paragraphs. 

Main Street Structures  
As mentioned above, all of the structures that front on Main Street were modeled from Walthers kits. They 

are shown here in Figure 2. 
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From left-to-right they include Brehmer’s Jewelry Store, the Perfect Perk Coffee Shop, the Cleveland 

Appliance Store, Eugene’s Bar, and the Jackson Pharmacy. As is the case in most small town central 

business districts, the main business are located on the ground floor and the upper floors are leased to 

professional services businesses like attorneys, doctor’s and dentist’s offices, certified public accountants, 

etc. The Mystic downtown business are no exception. Entrances for the “upstairs” businesses are usually 

located alongside the storefronts as shown in the figure above. 

Brehmer’s Jewelry store was made from Walthers Kit # 933-3476. The Perfect Perk Coffee Shop was made 

from Walthers Kit # 933-3468. The remaining three businesses were made from Walthers Merchants Row V, 

Kit # 933-4041. Interiors that came with the kits were added as appropriate. The Merchants Row V kit came 

with a sidewalk, the other two did not. 

Travis Street Structures  
The only structure that actually faces Travis Street is the Bank Building, which includes the Argosy Book 

Store and Charles Schreiner Bank. The side of the pharmacy, including entrances to professional businesses 

on the second and third floors also face Travis Street. See Figure 3, below. 

Figure 2 - Downtown Mystic Structures Fronting on Main Street 
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Water Street Structures  
Two Structures front on Water Street, Mystic Pizza and Conway Hardware Store, as shown in Figure 4.  

Figure 3 - Structures Fronting on Travis Street 

Figure 4 - Structures Fronting on Water Street 
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The Charles Schreiner Bank Building has a large presence on Water Street, even though it fronts on Travis 

Street. All of these structures, The Bank, the Pizza Parlor, and the Hardware Store were built from Heljan 

(Con-Cor) kits. Mystic Pizza (I couldn’t resist) and Conway’s Hardware are from kit # 902 and the Charles 

Schreiner Bank and Argosy Book Store are from Kit # 903. For the Bank Building, like the Main Street 

structures, the main businesses are located on the ground floor and the upper floors are leased to professional 

services businesses. The Pizza Parlor has an external staircase to the second floor where the Hardware store 

does not have second story offices; that area is for storage and the hardware store business office. Both of the 

Heljan Kits came with sidewalks. As mentioned earlier, no downtown business actually front on Milam 

Street. However, that view is shown here as it represents one of the alley entrances. See Figure 5, below. The 

alley is used for supply loading for the various buildings as well as waste service. Note the dumpsters and 

trash cans. The refrigerated truck is making a delivery to the Mystic Pizza Parlor. 

Construction and Detai ls  
All of these structures were generally built according to the manufacturer’s suggested techniques. None of 

the brick surfaces were painted prior to assembly. However, lintels, decorative areas, doors and windows, 

store fronts, etc. were painted with various appropriate enamel and/or acrylic colors. Once assembled, the 

mortar was simulated with an aged concrete color acrylic paint that was brushed on the surfaces and quickly 

wiped from the brick, leaving the mortar color in the crevasses. Rooftop details including various vents, 

flues, etc., that came with the kits were added. Walthers Rooftop details, kit # 933-3733 were used to add 

additional features such as air-conditioners, additional vents and air-handlers, etc. to the roofs of the 

structures.  

Signs for the businesses that came with the kits and some custom-created specifically for the businesses were 

applied. All custom signs including all professional services signs were created using my standard technique 

consisting of creating the sign material on my computer, printing it on bond paper, backing it with double 

sided tape, brushing clear gloss acrylic on the surface, and mounting it to the target mounting area using the 

double-sided tape. Kit provided signs were also mounted to the target mounting area using the double-sided 

tape technique. 

Figure 5 - Milam Street View of Downtown Mystic  



 12 The Derail — December 2021 

     Downtown Mystic    By Gene Mangum 

As mentioned earlier, sidewalks were provided with both Heljan (Con-Cor) kits and the Walthers Merchants 

Row V kit. Sidewalks for the Jewelry store and the Coffee shop were not included with the kits and were 

fabricated from 0.060” styrene sheet which matched the kit sidewalks closely. The sidewalks were painted 

using various shades of concrete color from several manufacturers. They were weathered with various shades 

of acrylic washes. Then, manholes, fire plugs, etc., as appropriate, were added to all of the sidewalks as well 

as street and guide signs. The manhole covers are from Blair Lines, and the fire plugs are from an unknown 

detail manufacturer. I have had them for years. The signs are either scratch-built or from Blair Lines. The 

figures on the sidewalks and in and around the businesses are from several different manufacturers as well. 

 

As described in an earlier Derail Article, entitled “Electrical Power for the Mystic Branch” published in the 

April 2021 issue, power to the downtown area is provided via a platform-mounted series of transformers 

located in the alley behind the downtown buildings. Figure 6 shows a view of the alley, including the 

electrical service and entrances to some apartments over the appliance store and the bar. 

The large stack affixed to the rear of the coffee shop represents a large oven used in baking pastries, etc. It 

came from an old Revell kit representing a bakery. I used the kit in an old “kit-bashing” venture for a 

previous railroad, but didn’t need the stack. Overall, the construction and detailing of the Downtown Mystic 

structures was a lot of fun! 

Well that’s it for this month; see you next month with a new subject. 

 

Figure 6 - View of the Alley behind the Downtown Buildings 
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    Derail Archives March 2012     Submitted by Richard Louvet 

 Things I’ve Learned Over the Years 
Mark Couvillion 

 
The track is the foundation of your railroad.  

- Do not skimp on track. Buy the best you can afford and install it carefully.  

- Avoid turnouts with stamped point rails, as they are difficult to keep in gauge.  

- Prefer the larger frog numbers as the cars will look more realistic on larger radius curves 

(diverging routes).  

- Learn how to wire powered frogs so that there are no dead spots in the middle of your 

turnouts. Your 4-wheel engines will thank you for it.  

- Lay your track by sight to insure against kinks. If you can tell where the joint is in the rail 

when viewing from afar, your train will remind you every time it passes that point.  

- Use templates to lay curves. It is faster, easier, and more accurate than using the trammel-

rod (arc) method, and you can quickly change radius if you need to.  

- Once the track is laid – RUN THE TRAINS. Before you put down any scenery, ballast, 

paint, anything – RUN THE TRAINS. Locate problems such as insufficient power, kinks, 

misaligned rail, etc., BEFORE you invest more time in the lay-out.  

- Keep structures, especially fragile ones, away from the normal access route of your arm to 

manual ground throws or other things you need to reach for.  

- Install plenty of track feeders. Don‘t rely on rail joiners to carry power to the next section of 

rail. Rail joiners are for alignment ONLY, not to carry power.  

- Set up a color-coded system for wiring and stick to it. Avoid using colored wire that is 

normally used to carry electrical current (red, white, black, green).  

- Do not attach the wrong color wire to a bus or extend a wire with the wrong color because 

you are out of the correct color. It may save you time now but will frustrate you (or a member 

of your crew) in the future.  

- Wire your railroad in several blocks / power districts. You can always jumper them into one 

if you want to, but if you want signaling, occupancy detection, and/or unaffected operation of 

the layout when you have a derail / short using DCC, you will find it easier to install up front 

than later.  

- Polish the rails with Maaz or Flitz. Do not use Goo Gone (leaves a residue), bright boys 

(scratches the railhead), or any-thing that can contribute to dirt on the track.  

- Run metal wheels on your cars. Plastic wheels tend to accumulate dirt because of static 

charge buildup as they roll down the line. Metal wheels don‘t build up the static charge. 

 

Editor’s Note: Maaz, Flitz and other metal polishers are available on Amazon. 
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy December       

Birthdays! 

Jeff Fowler at  Waterton Lakes National Park 

(Canada), adjacent to Glacier National Park (Montana) 

Phil Stewart 
with the Big Boy 4014 

Craig Brantley 
at the Panama Canal 
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     Celebration Corner                  By Divina Gato-Hogno 

Happy December       

Birthdays! 

Chuck Lind 

at West Side Lumber Company’s 

River Bridge 

Greg Luegering 

NOTE: To share your birthday, anniversary, wedding, retirement or any milestones with your San Jac family, please email to 

d.gatohogno@gmail.com before the 14th of the month to be included in the next Celebration Corner edition of Derail .  

If you are not yet a member, please join us and be a part of the fun and camaraderie with the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club. 

Emmy Freitag  

and Gilbert enjoying the Fall season 
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    San Jac October 2021 Minutes   By Richard Louvet 

Gene Mangum called the hybrid meeting to order. 

There were no visitors. 

 

Clinic 

Dick Louvet presented a clinic on “Stacked Staging” 

complete with a demonstration. 

 

JayC Williams said clinics are set through March. 

Clinics do not need to be a full hour, so consider 

shorter presentations. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The October 29 bank balance was $19,730.56. The 

income in November was $1935 from table receipts 

for next year’s show, and a $1000 deposit return 

from the Stafford Centre. Expenditures were $800 

for club display layouts at the 2021 GHTS and $84 

for updated Quicken software. 

 

Lone Star Region/Division 8 

Do not forget the 2022 LSR convention in Temple in 

May. Please check that LSR website for the latest 

info on clinics  

(https://www.lonestarregion.com/) 

 

Membership Committee 

Divina Gato-Hogno said visitors to the Facebook 

page should “like” the posts if they enjoyed them.  

 

Our Facebook page is:  

https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-

Railroad-Club-112449312120157/ 

Our Twitter is at https://twitter.com/SJMRRC 

Our Groups.io is at 

 SJMRRC@Groups.io 

 

Website 

Brian Jansky has updated the club officer 

information. 

 

 

Layout Tour 

There was a discussion on distributing flyers to local 

hobby shops. It Robert Ashcraft moved and Chuck 

Lind seconded that the club print eight hundred 

flyers. It was further moved by Robert and seconded 

by Chuck that club members can print more and will 

be reimbursed. Both motions passed on a voice vote. 

 

Old Business 

Bob Sabol is arranging the Christmas Party at 

Bayland. We will use a BBQ caterer that Bob has 

used for years at $15 a plate. He is sending out an 

RSVP email to get an accurate headcount. The club 

will bear the cost. The meeting will start at 6:00 and 

be followed by the usual gift exchange. Divina will 

oversee decorations. Bob will investigate a photo 

montage of past club activities to run during the 

party. We will use the center’s microphone. Chuck 

Lind moved, and Jim Hinds seconded to have the 

club cover the cost of the Christmas party. The 

motion passed on a voice vote. It was suggested that 

a donations bucket be provided. Further hand 

sanitizer and gloves will be provided to the servers. 

 

Randall Wilson distributed business cards for the 

club. Contact him for more. 

 

New Business 

Chuck Lind moved, and Don Formanek seconded, a 

motion to donate recently acquired HO equipment to 

the Hogg school. The motion passed on a voice vote. 

JayC expressed a conflict-of-interest concern as Vice 

President. The bylaws allow the board to approve 

such potential conflicts. 

 

Bob Werre said that the Houston S-Scalers had their 

module trailer stolen from storage. 

 

The meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Dick Louvet 

Secretary/Treasurer 

https://www.lonestarregion.com/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://www.facebook.com/San-Jacinto-Model-Railroad-Club-112449312120157/
https://twitter.com/SJMRRC
mailto:SJMRRC@Groups.io
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Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Now In-Person and ONLINE  
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com 

 

Brakemen:  

Mark Couvillion    

 (mark_couvillion@hotmail.com)  

David N. Currey  

 (texasandlouisiana@msn.com) 

Divina Gato-Hogno 

 (d.gatohogno@gmail.com) 

Brian Jansky (brianj844@gmail.com) 

Pete Leach MMR (pleachtx55@gmail.com) 

Richard Louvet (secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Gene Mangum (president@sanjacmodeltrains.org) 

Al Partlow (alswitch@aol.com) 

 

 Video Corner 

 

 

Behind the Scenes on a 
Steam Locomotive   

  

The Derail — December 2021 

President:  Gene Mangum  

president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Vice President: JayC Williams 

vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org 

Director at Large:  David Paul  

dbpaul32@yahoo.com 

Past President: Kelly Russell  MMR 

krussl@yahoo.com 

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7         

AT 6:00PM 

IN-PERSON ONLY AT BAYLAND COMMUNITY CENTER 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

WITH 

CATERED BBQ DINNER                               

AND OPTIONAL GIFT EXCHANGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  

Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
mailto:mark_couvillion@hotmail.com
mailto:texasandlouisiana@msn.com
mailto:d.gatohogno@gmail.com
mailto:brianj844@gmail.com
mailto:pleachtx55@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:alswitch@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gby0PywaDIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gby0PywaDIw
mailto:president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:vice-president@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:secretary@sanjacmodeltrains.org
mailto:dbpaul32@yahoo.com
mailto:krussl@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gby0PywaDIw

