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I just returned from the annual Lone Star Region Convention held in Round Rock. The folks in Central 

Texas (Division 4) put on an excellent convention with outstanding clinics and lots of great railroads to 

visit and several to operate.  The San Jacinto Model Railroad Club presented the Freitag award to none 

other than Chuck Lind. We in the San Jac and Division 8 think of Chuck as a local modeler but unless you 

have known him for a long time you may not know that Chuck:  

1. Joined the LSR while living in Dallas in Division 3. 

2. Became a Life Member while living in Lewisville in 

Division 1. 

3. Became more active in the LSR while living for 

many years in College Station in Division 4. He was 

elected Director at Large on the LSR Board and 

served as Chairman of Publications and Marker 

Lamp Editor for several years.  

4. Upon Retirement, has moved to Navasota in 

Division 8 and is currently an Officer in the LSR, 

serving as LSR President.  

5. Has earned the title of MMR in 2002 and has since 

completed the work to earn all 11 of the current 

categories.  

6. Has truly been active in every part of the LSR.   

Congratulations to Chuck and from the list above I think 

all will agree ,it is well-deserved.  

We are approaching the September Election and looking 

for a Nominations Committee to scope out some new 

candidates for the San Jacinto Club Officers. Please let 

me know if you are willing to serve on the Nomination 

Committee or if you want to run for office.  

See you at the July Meeting! 

Bob Barnett  

     From the President  By Robert Barnett MMR  
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MMR number 91, Gil Freitag, (center) 
congratulates the NMRAôs newest MMR Bob 
Barnett, MMR number 605 (left) and the 2018 
Freitag Award winner Chuck Lind (right). 
Photo by: C. Randall Wilson 
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REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 26  By Al Partlow 

This month, we are going to take a look at one of the most exciting innovations in model 

railroading in recent years, ñThe ProtoThrottleò.  These throttles are made by Iowa Scaled 

Engineering and represent a diesel-electric locomotive control stand in both appearance and 

operating characteristics. 

The throttle measures approximately 3ò x 3ò x 8ò and weighs about 14 ounces.  There is a 

lanyard hole in the case as well as a strap on the back for holding in your hand.  While I found 

the throttle a little bulky, I used it during a three-hour operating session without any serious 

issues. 

The controls include an 8 position (notch) throttle, a reverser handle with a center idle 

position, and an independent (locomotive) brake handle that also serves as an emergency 

brake.  There is also a horn handle that is prototypically spring-loaded, and an on/off bell 

button.  Two knobs control the front and rear headlights, including a dimming function and 

control for ditch lights for modern era modelers. 

Source:  Thomas Klimoski Georgia Northeastern Railroad Website" 
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REALISTIC OPERATIONS ON YOUR MODEL RAILROAD 26  By Al Partlow 

There is a display screen which shows the locomotive number, battery status, and whether the 

reverser or emergency brake is engaged.  Fast clock time is also displayed with certain DCC 

systems.  Four buttons located around the screen are used to move around configuration 

menus.  There is another button near the top of the throttle which can be programmed to 

initiate decoder functions.  Pressing any key turns the throttle on and the throttle ñgoes to 

sleepò after a time duration set by the user if the throttle is not activated.  

The ProtoThrottle is not a DCC system and does not program decoders.  A receiver also sold 

by Iowa Scaled Engineering is required to operate the throttle.  It is my understanding that as 

of this time, the throttle operates with Digitrax, NCE, and Lenz DCC systems.  It is not 

currently compatible with CVP Products Easy DCC. 

To work prototypically with the ProtoThrottle, a locomotive decoder should be programmed 

with acceleration and deceleration momentum and manual non-directional headlight control 

and the separate dimmer function.  The brake can also be set for on/off or variable control. 

Having operated a 1:1 locomotive in switching service without the ñtrain airò cut-in, I found 

the ProtoThrottle to provide a truly prototypical feel in model railroad operations.  It only took 

a short time to become comfortable with the throttle and it worked exceptionally well in a two-

man crew situation where I was able to focus on running the locomotive and was not handling 

a switch list or waybills.  Operating a reverser, throttle and brake handle definitely slows 

things down as you are not just ñspinningò a speed knob or ñbumpingò a forward/reverse 

button. 

All the model locomotives I operated had sound decoders and the sound added greatly to the 

overall experience.  The sound of the locomotives ñloading upò as I ñnotched upò on the 

ProtoThrottle created a feeling as close as you can come to operating the real thing.  The brake 

handle also allows you to ñfeatherò the braking as you come to a slow and prototypical stop.  A 

full brake application (all the way to the right) brings the locomotive or locomotive and cars to 

an abrupt stop.  The reverser lets you ñcenter and setò the reverser in a safe position when 

personnel are adjusting misaligned couplers, connecting air hoses or otherwise between cars in 

the ñred zoneò.  The horn handle and button for the bell also allow the operator to make the 

appropriate horn blasts and initiate ringing of the bell when applicable.   

Check out the Iowa Scaled Engineering website at www.iascaled.com for more information on 

the throttle, including a free copy of the user manual.  For additional information on actually 

operating with the ProtoThrottle, go to the Thomas Klimoski Georgia and Northeastern 

Railroad website where he provides information on how to use the throttle, plus an operating 

session on his layout.  The website address is www.thomasklimoski.com. 

           

  

http://www.iascaled.com
http://www.thomasklimoski.com
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   Notes From the Observation Car   By Don Formanek 

The Buffalo Shay 

 

Picture used with permission of Allen Pollock, Missouri Locomotive Works 

The Buffalo Shay is a 1:20.3 scale model of a two cylinder three truck Shay, Lima-Serial number 119. There 

were only two of the prototypes built to this configuration, neither of the two are still in existence.  All three 

truck Shays built after that had three cylinders. The 14 ton standard gauge engine is a coal burner, with a 

capacity of one ton of fuel and 1,428 gallons of water. Boiler diameter was 48ò, the two cylinders were 10ò 

diameter with an 8ò stroke, and the wheels were 26ò in diameter. The gear ratio was 2.211. From other 

information that I have, I estimate that its maximum recommended speed was 16 to 18 miles per hour.  

The MoLoCo model had been in the manufacturing process for quite some time and has a working headlight 

and is very well detailed including tool boxes with working hasps on the running boards on both sides of the 

boiler. I have purchased some tool castings to put into the tool boxes after I get the castings painted. The 

engine is new on the market, having just arrived in December 2017. In April I got mine via Chuck Lind 

picking it up in Dallas at the Sn3 Symposium and then Chuck handed it off to Barry Bogs to get it to me in 

Houston. The engine was very well packaged in a plywood box.  

Phoenix Sound systems has newly created a sound track for the two cylinder Shay, which I plan to add in the 

future. It is so new that it is not on their website yet. They do have the sound track for the Gypsy locomotive 

which can be heard here: http://phoenixsound.com/support/download.html 

I would like to thank Rich Schiffman again for sharing information about this locomotive.  

For additional technical information see:   

https://web.archive.org/web/20160309212359/http:/www.shaylocomotives.com/data/lima/sn-117.htm 

http://moloco.biz/Store/product_info.php?cPath=22&products_id=32 

https://web.archive.org/web/20160309212359/http:/www.shaylocomotives.com/data/lima/sn-117.htm
http://moloco.biz/Store/product_info.php?cPath=22&products_id=32
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Little Blue Packs 

I was saddened to hear the planned closure of Grandt Line products, a company founded by the late Cliff 

Grandt but now run by his grown children.  Yes, small suppliers come and go but this one struck home for 

me.  For scratch builders and super detailers, companies like Grandt Line fill a huge need. 

Our hobby has some large companies supplying products and materials to support our efforts, but it is the 

small mom-and-pop industries that are the heart and soul of model railroading.  These cottage industries have 

few, and any, employees.  I am not sure how they make a living producing and selling on such a small scale.  

But we depend on them regardless.  And I depend on those Little Blue Packs! 

м - ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ DǊŀƴŘǘ [ƛƴŜ tŀŎƪ - bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ tƭŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ CƻǊƴŜȅ bƻ п 

As I wander around at train shows, I always head straight for the vendors with parts bins on their tables. I 

cannot begin to count the hours Iôve spent flipping through the bins that contain those Little Blue Packs. It 

almost like was panning for gold.  I remember standing bent over at the vendorsô tables at the Greenburg 

Train Show in Wilmington, Mass until by back hurt so bad I couldnôt straight up!  But I continued returning 

to the show twice a year for many years to load up on parts.  Especially Grandt Line parts. 

My job requires me to travel to all corners of the country.  During these road trips, I try to visit the local 

hobby shops when time permits.  Walking through the door for the first time, I look for the racks or bins with 

those Little Blue Packs to see if there is treasure!  I tend to stare at each pack to see if itôs something I need, 

could use, or just want.  And letôs not forget the locals!  When at G&G Hobby, I always take a few minutes 

to spin their parts cases containing the GL parts! 

Using the Notes app on my iPhone, I now keep a ñshoppingò list of parts and materials I need for upcoming 

projects.  There are always a handful of items from GL near the top of the list.  I have so many packs, I had 

to develop a method of keeping them organized.  Iôve resorted to keeping them in small containers grouped 

by Rolling Stock, Structures, Locomotives, Details, and of course NBWs. 
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н - aȅ tŀǊǘǎ .ƛƴ ŦƻǊ Wǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ wƻƭƭƛƴƎ {ǘƻŎƪ 

 

I sat at my hobby bench soon after the announcement by Dave Grandt and his family and realized what an 

impact they have made on my hobby.  I looked around at my current On30 layout and realized that every 

building, locomotive, and car has Grandt Line products on them.  Every last one! 

о ς ¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ .ǳƛƭǘ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ [ŀȅƻǳǘ CŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ D[ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƻǊǎ 


