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In this month’s episode we are going to discuss the 

proper “blocking of cars” to facilitate more proto-

typical and efficient handling of cars on your 

model railroad.  One thing I notice when operating 

on other layouts is either how well trains are 

blocked or how a train is just “thrown together” 

with little attention given to how the crew will ac-

tually handle cars along the railroad.  This means 

that the train will have to switched en route or that 

the train crew will have to handle long cuts of cars 

while performing their work.  Both of these op-

tions are time consuming and an inefficient way to 

move rail cars. 

     From the President     By Robert Barnett 

I am honored to be serving the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club once again as president. The San Jac has 

played an important role in promoting the hobby of model railroading for over 60 years.  We have been 

hosting the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club Jamboree/Greater Houston Train Show since the early 

1970’s.  We have been hosting the annual fall layout tour for about the same amount of time. Years ago I 

wrote articles on the history of both of these. I will find them and update for later publication.  

I want to formally thank the outgoing officers for a job well done: Rex Ritz, the retiring President,  Chuck 

Lind, the retiring Vice President, and Denny McGonigle, the Director at Large. With Chuck’s recent an-

nouncement that he will run for the LSR President, he will have plenty to keep him busy for the next two 

years.  I look forward to serving with David Currey as Vice President, Dick Louvet as Secretary-

Treasurer, Chuck Lind as Board Member at large and Rex Ritz as the immediate Past President. Note: (I 

just checked a recent Derail that lists two Directors at Large, Denny and Gilbert Freitag so I am not sure 

which one stays).  

Our last several Vice Presidents have done an excellent job of finding and signing up quality programs 

for the monthly meetings. Dave Currey who has served as the clinics chair for several Greater Houston 

Train Shows has the experience and contacts to provide good programs for our upcoming meetings.  

So with that brief intro; we’re off for another year of model railroad fun.  After all this IS a hobby and 

that is what it is supposed to be all about!! 

See you at the October Meeting.                                             

Bob Barnett  
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In simple terms, proper blocking of cars places the 

cars in the train from front to back in station order.  

In other words, cars on the head end will be the ones 

either set out or switched at the first station the train 

comes to along its route.  Cars on the rear will not be 

handled until the train arrives at the last station on the 

route.  Of course this does not take into account that 

there may be cars that require special handling 

(livestock, high wide loads, “hot cars”, etc.) that must 

be placed on the front end to reduce slack action or 

for other reasons.  Also, for train handling purposes, 

it is not good operating practice to have long cuts of 

empties on the head end and heavier loaded cars on 

the rear of the train.  In addition, it must also be kept 

in mind that if the train crew will have to deal with a 

“facing point switch(s)” along the line, it may be best 

to place cars for that destination on the rear of the 

train to avoid having to handle the entire train when 

switching that industry (assuming there is a run-

around track).  We will talk more specifically about 

that type of movement later in this discussion. 

Let’s begin our operating day at a major classification 

yard where cars are sorted by destination as well as 

movement priority over the railroad.  Cars that are 

determined to be “shorts”, that is cars that require 

movement to destinations nearer than the next classi-

fication yard must again be sorted into station order 

for movement by a local or way freight.  On the pro-

totype, the same yardmaster and switch crews usually 

build the same trains on a daily basis which facilitates 

the proper arrangement of cars in those trains.  After 

building the same trains day after day, they have a 

solid knowledge of station order, as well as any other 

special car handling requirements of the train they are 

building.   

As the crew builds “Train Number 100” with cars 

destined for Stations A, B, C and D, they are careful 

to make sure the cars are in that particular order.  In 

this case, they also know that Station C has an indus-

try that has a “facing point” switch off the main track 

that will need to be considered when building this 

train.  So, they place the two cars they have for that 

industry on the rear of the train for ease of handling 

when the train arrives at Station C.  Train crews 

should also consider placing “pickups” from “facing 

point” industries on the rear of the train to minimize 

“moves” at such a location, again requiring a run-

around track. 

Even if you have a train that enters the layout from 

staging and returns to staging, you can still provide 

“blocking instructions” for the operator where cars 

going to staging must be arranged in station order.  

This not only requires some additional switching time 

at the modeled station, but also increases interest for 

the operator that might not have existed by simply 

moving a group of cars back to staging. 

Remember, too, that when providing instructions to a 

yardmaster at a large classification yard, manifest 

trains as well as local trains moving off the layout 

need to be fully blocked for all destinations beyond 

the modeled layout.  This requires additional thought, 

planning and execution by the yardmaster and yard 

switch crews which makes their jobs more interest-

ing.  This also eliminates or at least reduces “dead” 

time during a lull in the action. 

If you have a smaller switching layout, I still recom-

mend that cars be blocked for local industries.  In 

other words, place cars for the same industry together 

in the cut to be handled by your switch crew.  This 

can be done off layout in a staging area or in a small 

industrial yard on the layout.  While the crew may 

still have to switch cars for a particular industry door 

or unloading area, they at least have that industry’s 

cars better organized than if they were in random or-

der.    

If you are not already doing so, try blocking cars at 

your next operating session.  This will not only create 

a more prototypical feel, but also provide operators 

with more switching work and enhance the total oper-

ating experience. 
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      Rare Mileage          By David N. Currey 

This article is a bit of a misnomer, as it is mostly con-

cerned with passenger train rarities other than rare 

mileage on passenger trains.  However, we will start 

with rare mileage, and deviate from there. 

One thing knowledgeable train riders like to acquire 

whenever possible is what is known as “rare mile-

age”.  A definition would be, “Rail mileage that is not 

readily obtainable by riding regularly scheduled pas-

senger trains, be they intercity, commuter, or tourist 

operations.” 

Rare mileage can be obtained by several methods.  

One is when a regularly scheduled passenger train 

gets rerouted onto an alternate route that does not see 

regularly scheduled passenger service.  The reason 

could be to get around a derailment, construction or 

maintenance, congestion, or damage to the rail line 

caused by nature.  Another method is by riding on a 

special excursion train that runs on a rail line that 

does not have regularly scheduled passenger service 

of any kind.  Hopping a freight train does not count.  

It must be legal.  After having experienced my first 

known rare mileage on a trip on Amtrak's Texas Ea-

gle, I have come to always be on the lookout for and 

ever hopeful of rare mileage. 

My first known rare mileage experience happened in 

Arkansas.  I was northbound on the Texas Eagle to 

visit my son in New York City.  We had heard on the 

train beforehand about some serious flooding up fur-

ther north south of St. Louis.  I was wondering how 

they would get us around it.  By bus? 

I was being especially observant of what the train 

was doing, especially when we left Little Rock with-

out further word.  When we reached Bald Knob 

(north of Little Rock), I knew we had reached a deci-

sion point.  I was fairly ecstatic when the train veered 

towards Memphis instead of continuing on the line to 

St. Louis.   Wow!  Rare mileage!  The line over to 

Memphis hasn't seen a regularly scheduled passenger 

train since before Amtrak—and is more than just a 

hop, skip, and jump from Bald Knob.  It was already 

very late in the evening.  I knew arrival in Memphis 

would probably be after midnight, but I tried to stay 

awake to experience the whole thing.   

Despite my efforts, I fell asleep, but woke up to find 

the Texas Eagle gliding over the Mississippi River 

bridge into Memphis.  Memphis was really pretty 

with all the lights reflecting off the river.  I knew 

there was barbecue smoking overnight down there 

somewhere.  We then did something a little strange:  

We pulled through an interlocking east of the bridge, 

and then backed down a bit of an unusual wye track 

that crossed over the line we were wyeing to, and 

then S'd its way back to a switch on the line that goes 

north-south through Memphis.  This type of wye is 

called a scissors wye. 

Note:  In my sleepy-headed confusion, I later mistak-

enly remembered this scissors wye as being west of 

the Mississippi River.  When I was writing this arti-

cle, I Google-Mapped the bridge, and couldn't find 

such a wye west of the river.  I was beginning to 

doubt not only my memory but my sanity.  A day or 

two later I Google-Mapped it again, and thought to 

check the east side of the river, and voila, there it 

was—proof that at least I wasn't insane. 

From then on we rode up the City of New Orleans 

route, making stops at some or perhaps all of the cit-

ies.  They ran buses from some of our special stops 

over to the St. Louis–Chicago line.  By way of Am-

trak Thruway buses, some Texas Eagle passengers 

were actually destined for cities on the route we were 

on, so those people got an unexpected benefit and did 

not have to ride a bus.  It's probable they originated a 

special coach-only-diner-lounge Texas Eagle in St. 

Louis to serve the St. Louis-Chicago portion of the 

route, but I didn't hear about that.  We were a couple 

of hours late getting into Chicago, but that didn't mat-

ter to me, as it simply reduced my long layover time 

there to catch the train to New York. 

Another bona fide rare mileage incident was when I 

rode Union Pacific's excursion train “The Valley 
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     Rare Mileage (Cont.)         By David N. Currey 

Eagle” from Houston to Bay City and back.  That 

was a real treat getting to ride on my old stomping 

grounds.  Due to hunger, I chose to eat the prepared 

meal they had ready for us at Bay City, and watch the 

entertainment the city had arranged, so I missed the 

wyeing of the train at Buckeye.  The entire experi-

ence was quite nice, brought back a lot of old memo-

ries, and I documented it on VHS (which was shown 

at a San Jacinto club meeting years ago).  However, 

in my case, since I worked on that line, maybe it was-

n't really “rare mileage”, since my freight riding was 

legal. 

The third incident of rare mileage, I'm not really sure 

about, as it may actually be the way the Texas Eagle 

normally goes into San Antonio.  A buddy and I were 

riding Amtrak's Texas Eagle from Dallas to San An-

tonio in order to experience riding that leg of it before 

it was to be discontinued.  I also had written up a pe-

tition to help save the train, and spent much of my 

time traipsing through the coaches and sitting in the 

lounge car getting passengers to sign my petition. 

Everybody I talked to signed the petition, except for 

one lady who thought I was trying to help save a bird 

called the “Texas Eagle”.  She evidently did not 

know the name of the train she was riding.  She later 

found me in the dining car and signed it anyway 

when she realized her mistake.  I had been dumb-

founded when she didn't sign originally, and didn't 

realize she thought I was talking about a bird, but I 

decided beforehand I was not going to argue with 

people.  I certainly did not want to cause a commo-

tion or interfere with the enjoyment of the trip by any 

of the passengers.  Actually, when the train crew 

found out about my petition, they helped me by an-

nouncing over the PA system what I was doing and 

that I would be available in the lounge car later if I 

missed any passengers while I was going through the 

coaches. 

When the train was getting close to San Antonio, I 

was expecting it to head into town on the ex-MP 

route, and then back up into the Amtrak station over 

by the Alamodome.  What happened was we veered 

left onto a track that I was not even aware existed 

well north of San Antonio.  I presumed it was the old 

ex-MKT route into the city.  My suspicion was kind 

of confirmed when this route seemed to make us even 

later getting into San Antonio, so I figured it was not 

the usual route.  It seemed to have a low speed limit.  

I would appreciate anybody filling me in on this.  I 

took a peek on Google Maps, and there were so many 

rail lines angling this way and that, I couldn't figure it 

out completely. 

We eventually arrived at a junction with the Sunset 

Route on the southeast side of downtown, and then 

backed into the station on the east side of downtown.  

By this time, it was about 2:00 am.  We were beyond 

being bushed (having driven to Dallas from Houston 

less than 24 hours earlier), and considered staying in 

the depot all night before catching the train back 

north that same morning.  (This was before the new 

depot was built.)  One couple we talked to actually 

did just that.  We found a cabbie who knew where we 

could check into a motel at that time of the morning, 

so we did so and got about two hours of sleep before 

getting up at 5:00 am to make the Eagles's 7:00 am 

departure back to Dallas. 

I mailed the petition to Senator Kay Bailey Hutchi-

son.  It was really interesting to see all the home-

towns listed by people riding the train.  Many were 

from cities without Amtrak service.  I remember a 

couple from Boerne were on the train.  This proved to 

me that Amtrak provides a valuable service to people 

whose towns don't even have a passenger train. 

That's it on my lengthy rare mileage, though I've ex-

perienced some quite short rare mileage in several 

cities.  In St. Louis, Amtrak generally uses the north-

ern route over the Mississippi, but on several occa-

sions a Texas Eagle I was riding on went over the 

southern bridge and on what seemed to me to be gen-

erally a freight route for a few miles to connect with 

the line to Chicago on the east side of the Mississippi.  

I remember once (See water treatment plant photo.) 

on a southbound Texas Eagle using this same route 

that the train went by some kind of water treatment 

plant that had a fountain of water shooting up at least 

a hundred feet in the air.  Along the upper part of this 

spume of water, the wind was carrying off some of 

the water.  I saw the thing coming up from a distance, 

and at first I couldn't tell what it was—not even that it 

was water.  I thought it was some kind of extremely 

tall structure, and was wondering how it could sur-

vive any kind of wind. 
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     Rare Mileage (Cont.)         By David N. Currey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Texas Eagle at Water Treatment Plant East St. Louis” 
Photo by David N. Currey 

In Dallas on the Houston leg of the old Texas Eagle, 

on several occasions the train was turned on some 

tracks well east of Union Station.  This involved a 

long backup move of more than a mile down another 

track, and then on into the station.  On several other 

occasions, the train was turned on the wye that's visi-

ble just west of the station.  I don't know which was 

the more common routing.  Perhaps it just depended 

on the freight movements going on, and possibly if 

the trains were running late, as the second alternative 

seemed like it was probably faster. 

Another time, Amtrak fooled me into thinking I was 

going to get some rare mileage.  On the Texas Eagle 

southbound from St. Louis, when we got to Poplar 

Bluff, we found out about a freight derailment that 

had occurred down in Arkansas between the 

northbound and southbound Texas Eagles.  This was 

in the middle of the night, and Amtrak didn't know 

what they were going to do yet.  I fell back asleep, 

and woke up when we began moving.  We went on 

down to Walnut Ridge and made that station stop. 

By that time I was studying my maps.  It seemed 

logical that at Hoxie, a mile and a half south of Wal-

nut Ridge, we could take the ex-Frisco line to Mem-

phis, and then the ex-MP line to Bald Knob, and 

thereby get back on the regular route.  More rare 

mileage!  Sure enough, we soon departed from Wal-

nut Ridge.  By now it was morning when it should 

have still been middle of the night.  I kept my fingers 

crossed.  If we went left at Hoxie, we would be going 

onto the BNSF, and I would get my rare mileage.  

Hot dang!  At Hoxie we veered left at the junction 

onto the north leg of the wye.  Memphis bound!—or 

so I thought. 

Unable to stay in my seat, I went down to the lower 

level vestibule.  I guess the car attendant had opened 

up the vestibule window.  Looking out, I could see 

the conductor with a radio leaning out the window of 

another vestibule.  I believe a brakeman was on the 

ground up ahead.  What's going on?  I could see open

-top hoppers up ahead blocking our route.  We cou-

pled onto them, presumably to shove them some-

where out of the way. 

We shoved them all the way out onto the BNSF 

main.  What the heck!?  An Amtrak train switching 

freight cars!  (See Hoxie photos.)  Why the main?  

Then unbelievably, we began backing up—all the 

way into the south leg of the wye, where we then un-

coupled the cars.  My heart began to sink.  We 

backed out onto the UP main, now pointed back to St. 

Louis, and pulled back into the Walnut Ridge depot.  

What Amtrak ended up doing was busing us around 

the derailment all the way to Bald Knob.  They did a 

similar thing for the northbound Texas Eagle at Bald 

Knob.  What a disappointment. 

“Texas Eagle Wyeing at Hoxie North Leg”                  
Photo by David N. Currey 
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     Rare Mileage (Cont.)         By David N. Currey 

“Texas Eagle Wyeing at Hoxie South Leg”                  
Photo by David N. Currey 

Actually, if I wanted to nitpick, I could say that we 

were on the BNSF briefly at Hoxie, so that was rare 

mileage, but since we didn't go any significant dis-

tance down the BNSF, I don't really consider that rare 

mileage.  Sadly, the route of the Kansas City–Florida 

Special still awaits me. 

If I were to have one complaint about Amtrak, it 

would be that they don't explain enough things to the 

passengers over the intercom.  If I had been a typical 

passenger, I might not have even noticed these un-

usual maneuvers.  They did explain things to us after 

we got back to Walnut Ridge, though. 

The bus trip took over an hour, and it took five buses 

to haul the entire trainload of passengers.  The bus part 

went smoothly, except they did something at Bald 

Knob that was ill-advised.  To get the passengers as 

close to the train as possible, they parked our bus right 

on the tracks.  There was a big sweeping multi-track 

curve there, and you could not see the tangent track in 

either direction.  I knew that the UP dispatcher had 

locked down the line there, but it was not very com-

forting envisioning a container freight coming around 

the curve doing 60 mph. 

The stress was too much for one passenger, and he had 

to be taken to a hospital in an ambulance.  A simple 

announcement to the passengers on the buses could 

have prevented this situation.  Better yet, there was no 

real reason to park the bus on the tracks.  Passengers 

could easily have walked the forty feet to the train 

across the tracks, as there was a grade crossing there.  

Perhaps Amtrak was worried somebody might turn an 

ankle in the flange gap next to a rail, yet people walk 

across grade crossings nationwide tens of thousands of 

times a day without any problem.  The Austin Amtrak 

depot actually has rail of a second track embedded in 

the concrete platform that all passengers have to walk 

across. 

We eventually boarded the train, now about eleven 

hours late.  The diner nearly ran out of food, but gave 

every passenger a free meal—a little skimpy and crea-

tive (ketchup for pasta sauce)—but it was appreciated.  

We ended up leaving Dallas on a schedule approach-

ing that of the Southern Pacific's old Owl.  It was after 

1:00 am, probably closer to 2:00, when we departed 

Dallas, but the dispatcher pulled all the stops out, and 

we cruised into Houston at daybreak, showing that the 

old SP could move passenger trains on the line when 

they really wanted to. 

Rare mileage note:  I overheard the train crew talking 

about how Amtrak was going to handle the equipment 

for the return runs.  The Houston train was going to 

turn and head out of Houston on its regular schedule 

to Dallas—just a couple of hours turn-around—and 

would be on time.  The San Antonio section, which 

probably did not arrive in San Antonio for another 

three hours, was going to be turned and immediately 

head back north running several hours late.  At Taylor, 

instead of heading up through Temple to Fort Worth, 

it would take the ex-MP line to Palestine and Long-

view, where it would then be back on schedule, as that 

route was much shorter than the circuitous route by 

way of Fort Worth.  That's some rare mileage I would 

love to have had.  Buses were going to handle all the 

stops between Taylor and Longview (via Fort Worth)

—two sets of buses, I imagine:  one running basically 

on time picking up passengers to ferry them to Long-

view, and one running late dropping off passengers at 

those same stops. 

[Author’s note:  Imagine all the extra expense the leas-

ing of buses to handle the situations I've written about 

in this article cost Amtrak, and neither incident was 

Amtrak's fault.  Not to mention the free meal to 250 

passengers.] 

I've also experienced some other oddball things.  One 

of these was the maneuver that I soon began calling an 

“SP Meet”.  (You may have read about SP Meets in a 

previous article I wrote.  I hope I don't offend any of 

you SP guys.  Oh what the heck, I'm sort of an SP guy, 
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     Rare Mileage (Cont.)         By David N. Currey 

so I would be offending myself.)  The reason I called it 

that, was because I had only seen it done on SP (or ex-

SP) rail lines.  In an SP Meet, the passenger train 

would pull into a siding, and of course, there would 

often be a significant wait since the SP was fond of 

giving freights right-of-way over passenger trains.  

Once the passenger train was clear of the switch, it 

would stop without pulling all the way down the sid-

ing.  (For you young-uns unfamiliar with the way rail-

roads used to run passenger trains, in the good old days 

freights would be put in the siding well before the pas-

senger train got there, and the passenger train would 

fly by on the mainline without even slowing down 

unless there was a stop to be made.)  Continuing with 

the SP Meet, after the freight had passed, usually after 

a significant wait (let's call it an “SP Wait”) the pas-

senger train would be backed out of the siding, and 

then proceed up the mainline.  Once the train was fur-

ther on down alongside the siding it would be clear 

why there was a backup move:  There would either be 

a hog-lawed freight train or parked cars in the siding. 

I even saw a variation of this done on the ex-Alton 

Route between St. Louis and Chicago.  A northbound 

Texas Eagle I was on slowed down, and was then 

headed down a different line that veered off to the west 

(probably at either Godfrey or Sherman), instead of the 

usual route to Chicago.  After clearing the mainline, 

the train was stopped for its SP Wait.  By this time, I 

was familiar with the SP Meet, and sure enough, after 

a freight passed us to our rear, we then backed out onto 

the mainline, and headed on up to Chicago.  I can hear 

your exclamation:  But that's ex-Alton or ex-GM&O, 

not SP!  Well, rider of the rods, by this time, the SP 

had acquired the GM&O, and evidently sent the 

GM&O dispatchers to SP dispatching school where 

they learned how to do the SP Meet. 

Perhaps the following is not that rare, but I once took 

an Amtrak train out of the “River Runaround” (or pos-

sibly the “River Run Through Track”) in Chicago Un-

ion Station.  The station in Chicago has stub tracks that 

back into the station from the south and from the north, 

with the terminal in between.  However, the east-most 

track connects the two sides of the terminal.  I had 

boarded the Empire Builder in Chicago, and it was de-

parting from the River Runaround Track.  I would 

guess the reason for that was probably that the train 

had taken extra long being serviced, and they did not 

want to take the time to pull it down and back it into 

one of the regular tracks, when the River Runaround 

works just fine and is on a platform. I also think I re-

member reading that there was a route into Chicago 

from the east or south, where after servicing the con-

sist, it went west to Seattle.  Not sure about that. 

In another rare instance, I was on the westbound Em-

pire Builder stopped in Spokane before daybreak.  I 

was making my “grand tour” which involved riding 

Amtrak coast to coast.  After looking out the window 

and seeing where we were stopped, I went back to 

sleep.  I awoke about an hour later, and noticed we 

were still in the station.  Shortly the conductor an-

nounced that a defect had been found with our coach, 

and we would have to pile into the next coach, with the 

overflow going into the lounge car.  I wound up being 

the second person into the lounge car, following a man 

whose wife got the last seat in the coach.  We found a 

pair of seats together.  They were lounge seats with no 

foot or leg rests, and nothing to lean your head back 

against.  The man quickly assessed the situation and 

informed me he was getting us some coffee.  We drank 

coffee and watched the sun come up.  Eastern Wash-

ington state is a desert like Arizona.  I always thought 

it was mostly forests.  I reciprocated about a half hour 

later with cups of coffee for the two of us, and I'm glad 

I didn't sleep through that educational lesson.  At one 

point we passed under a long viaduct that had to have 

been an abandoned quarter-mile-long ex-Milwaukee 

Road viaduct, but I have never been able to find it on 

Google Maps.  Perhaps it has been torn down by now. 

That was the only time I ever had to change cars in 

mid-trip same train, except one time on the Sunset 

Limited in 1979, where after returning to my seat 

around midnight, I found people sleeping in the seats I 

had been in, and my ticket stub was missing from the 

holder on the overhead rack.  I spent the rest of the 

night sleeping on a couch in the lounge car.  The con-

ductor saw me and wanted to find me a seat, but I told 

him the truth that I was very comfortable, and so he or 

another conductor got me a new seat in the morning. 

Another time I was on the Southern Crescent heading 

down to New Orleans from Newark.  We were some-

where in North Carolina, cruising along on schedule, 

when I heard an unmistakable sound, though on a pas-

senger train it was very muffled.  Did I really hear it?  

I thought.  Was that the train going into emergency?  I 

slid down in my seat and braced my feet against the 
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         Fall Layout Home Tours          By Craig Brantley  
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Join us for the 42nd anniversary of the Fall Layout Tour.   What started out with a handful of fine layouts has grown into 

5 weeks of excellent model railroads of all scales.  This year we offer 51 layouts and clubs open for Model Railroad 

Month.  Get out and visit, observe and learn from our talented model railroading community.   
 

Nov. 5-6 Navasota/Bryan/College Station.  

Nov. 12-13  North/East 

Nov. 19-20  West/Southwest 

Nov. 26-27  Thanksgiving Layouts - Beaumont Area 

Dec. 3-4  South 
 

There are layouts scattered in these dates that are outside of the designated regions too. 

           The Bayou City Limited          By Robert Ashcraft 

THE BAYOU CITY LIMITED has left the station and is High Balling towards its final stop in Houston, Texas.  It is 

scheduled to arrive at the Hilton Westchase Hotel on June 7, 2017.  It sounds like a long trip, but it will be here before 

we can say… “All Aboard”.  As the conductor aboard the LIMITED, I will need all of your help and support.  I have a 

seasoned crew on board and each of them will be looking for good staff to assist them along the way. 
 

On schedule for the limited will be a full line-up of clinics, prototype tours, op sessions and modeling contests for the 

modelers.  There will be a host of activities available for the non-modelers as well.  We will be calling on you to assist 

us in all these areas.  If you have a clinic to present or know of someone who does, let us know.  If you 

have contacts with any prototype business, let us know.  Together we can make THE BAYOU CITY 

LIMITED a first class convention.  I’ll have more as the LIMITED gets closer to the station.  For now 

all Track Warrants and Clearance Cards have been issued and the LIMITED is rolling. 
 

Robert Ashcraft, General Chairman 

     Rare Mileage (Cont.)         By David N. Currey 

foot rest.  About thirty seconds later we came to a 

screeching stop.  The conductor came on the intercom 

and said we had almost hit a car at a grade crossing.  

The incident seemed to put a curse on us, and the train 

just kept getting more and more behind schedule on 

the way to the Crescent City.  (I wrote about another 

Amtrak train I was on nearly hitting an 18-wheeler in 

the previous article on SP Meets.) 

Now I'll just run through kind of a list of unusual oc-

currences I've had on passenger trains.  I've seen a for-

est fire up in Montana from the Empire Builder.  On 

that same trip a little later, we crossed a bridge where I 

looked down on lacy clouds (no fooling).  On the City 

of New Orleans, headed into its namesake city, I was 

wondering if I'd be able to see an alligator from the 

train.  Sure enough, around about Kenner, in a swampy 

pond, I saw a six or seven foot alligator: floating belly-

up and quite dead, and already a little worked over by 

buzzards. 

Earlier on that same trip, I had noticed that the engi-

neer kicked off his brakes precisely, and I mean PRE-

CISELY, thirty seconds before each station's scheduled 

departure time, and then began moving exactly, and 

once again I mean EXACTLY, on the money.  (I had set 

my watch to railroad time.)  This went on like this for 

stop after stop until we closed in on Lake Pontchar-

train, when we came to an unceremonious unscheduled 

stop.  We had engine trouble, and this also put a curse 

on us, and after starting back up in a few minutes, we 

just got later and later until my date with the late alli-

gator.  Maybe we were running on one locomotive. 

I've seen white-water rafting on the New River from 

the Cardinal.  I had a nice old lady pay for my dinner 

on the Southern Crescent out of Washington DC.  

Proving how fast things even out, a sleeping car pas-

senger I was dining with the next evening went back to 

his car without having signed any voucher for his in-

cluded meal.  The steward handed me the bill for his 

meal, and thinking that I was kind of repaying for the 

generosity of the lady who bought me dinner, I paid 

for his meal. 

Tie-up time is...we'll make it at...wait...it's coming 

up...you can't tie up until you're done writ-

ing...okay...NOW...12:55 am!  
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     Letter to the Editor           By Richard Bartlett 

From: Richard Bartlett, PhD, NMRA 

Dear San Jac Members:   

I sent the following to Tony’s Train Exchange and received a most informative replay: 

On Fri, Aug 19, 2016 at 1:51 PM, 'Richard Bartlett' via alias_info <info@tonystrains.com> wrote: 

I am planning to use a common rail for HO and N scale trains over a 9' bridge in my layout.  I am won-

dering how to wire the track.  I am thinking that I will need two boosters, one set for HO and one set for 

N scale voltages.  When an HO train travels the common track the HO booster will be used to power it 

and vice versa for the N booster.  Will I need a double throw on/off/on switch to select between the two 

boosters? Can this switching be controlled by a stationary decoder or a switch machine? 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

        Tuesday Aug. 30, 2016 

Hi Richard, 

There is no need to use two separate boosters or different voltages for HO and N scale. The NMRA speci-

fies 12 volts as the motor voltage for all scales. While recommended practices for DCC are 12V DCC for 

N and 14.5V DCC for HO, this is more because HO requires more power than N. So, your first option is 

just to use the HO voltage for both the N scale and HO scale track. If you go with this approach, remem-

ber that the full voltage is not applied to the motor except at full throttle, so running the N scale train at a 

slightly lower throttle speed than the HO is equivalent to using a lower track voltage. By NMRA specifi-

cation, any N scale decoder must work with up to 24 volts DCC applied, so using 14.5V on an N scale 

decoder is fine.  

If you really want to go with the dual voltage/dual booster approach, you will need a three position center 

off switch: on-off-on. This will look like a DPDT switch and be wired as a DPDT switch except it will 

have a center off position. This is important because it will ensure that you cannot connect the two boost-

ers together. With a DPDT switch, it is possible to have some amount of time during which both boosters 

are connected. This is very likely to damage your boosters. With the ON-OFF-ON configuration, you are 

guaranteed that you cannot connect them together. Go to Digikey (or other vendor) and search for DPDT 

switch. Then under Switch Function, look for ON-OFF-ON. An example is Digikey part number EG2414 

or EG4821.  

Erik Fiske, President 

TonysTrainExchange.com 

57 River Rd. 

Unit 1023 

Essex Jct., VT 05452 

800-978-3472 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

So, I’ll be using the HO setting.  I find that Mouser in Dallas ships faster and their part  #s could be:  

612-R5DBLKBLKEF0 or 611-S202031MS02Q.   Hope members found this as informative as I did. 

The Derail — October 2016 
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  RIP Shirley Cheeseman    

Shirley Cheeseman, 62, passed away September 18, 2016, in Pasadena, Texas.  Shirley was born June 10, 

1954 and was adopted in Moultrie, Georgia by Van and Fluorine Dexter.  She grew up in Moultrie. After 

graduating from Moultrie High School, she attends the local Tech School.  After completion, she took a posi-

tion with Penn Emblem.  With the company expansion to the Houston market, she transferred to Houston.  At 

the same time her pastor at the Nazarene Church in Moultrie took a new calling to the First Church of the 

Nazarene in Houston, Texas where he introduced her to Cliff who was a member of the Church.  After dating 

for two years, Cliff finally pops the question.  She shared working with Cliff in his photography business for 

several years, and then accepted a position with Groth Corp where she has spent the last 35 years. 

 

She was well liked by everyone and never met a stranger.  She was outgoing, fun to be around, and loving to 

all who knew her. She was hard-working, caring, giving and always taking the opportunity to help others. 

She had a big heart in doing well for others and always wanted to help make thing better for the ones she was 

surrounded with and will be missed by everyone.  She enjoyed sharing Cliff’s hobby of model railroading with 

friends, and taking them on tour of their home. 

 

Shirley is survived by her loving husband Cliff Cheeseman of 38 years and her 2 loveable dachshunds, Buffy 

and Buster. 

  

The service celebrating Shirley’s life will be held at 10:00 A.M. Friday, September 23, 2016 at the Niday Fu-

neral Home – Beamer Chapel, with visitation prior to the service starting. 

  

  

I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith.   2nd Timothy 4:7 

  

NIDAY FUNERAL HOME 

12440 BEAMER ROAD 

HOUSTON, TEXAS  77089 

  

VISISTATION WAS THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, FROM 6:00 TO 8:00 

SERVICES WAS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, AT 10:00 
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November Meeting Moved Back a Week            
The Bayland Center will be an early voting location for the November elections. Because of the expected crowds, all 

other uses of the center have been canceled. We have moved the San Jac meeting from November 1 to November 8. 

     San Jac September Minutes          By Dick Louvet 

President Rex Ritz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm 

 

Visitors 

Trang Williams, the wife of our clinician was welcomed 

as a guest. 

Clinic  

Rex introduced Jeff Williams who gave a clinic on his 

visits to Tehachapi pass in California. He tried to make the 

clinic a travelogue That would entice members to take the 

trip to Tehachapi. He was successful. 

Jeff gave an extensive slide show including history, opera-

tions, and a wealth of information about the area. The 

show was followed by a Q&A session. 

A version of the clinic can be found on the club’s website. 

Refreshments 

Again, this month’s refreshments were provided by Vir-

ginia Freitag and Cynthia Vandendriessche. 

Elections 

The membership elected the following officers by accla-

mation: 

Bob Barnett - President 

David Currey – Vice President 

Dick Louvet – Secretary/Treasurer 

Chuck Lind – Director 

Rex Ritz – Past President/Director 

Treasurer’s Report 

The August 31 bank balance was $11,599.78. 

The expenditure for the month was a $3000 deposit to the 

city of Stafford for next year’s train show. 

The minutes of the August meeting were approved as pub-

lished. 

Steve Sandifer said we have a signed contract from the 

Stafford Centre. 

Fall Layout Tour 

The current dates are: 

Nov. 5-6 Navasota/Bryan/College Station. 

Nov. 12-13 North/East 

Nov. 19-20 West/Southwest 

Nov. 26-27 Thanksgiving Layouts - Beaumont Area 

Dec. 3-4 South 

See the club website for updated details. 

Train Show  

Robert Ashcraft has one layout signed up and expects that 

vendor tables will be sold out by the end of the year. The 

show continues to be very popular with vendors and mod-

elers. 

Lone Star Region/Division 8             

Ray Byer again reminded the group of the continuing clin-

ics at the Bayland Center Annex on the first Saturday of 

each month from 10:00am to noon. Check: 

www.texasgulfdivision.org/clinics.html 

 

The annual business meeting will be held in conjunction 

with the HALS operating session on September 24 (before 

these minutes are published). 

Houston Area Live Steamers 

In addition to the operating session above, HALS will 

have another session on October 22 starting at 9 to 9:30 

into the afternoon with a break for lunch. 

Derail 

Bob Sabol referenced the new feature in the Detrail pub-

lishing articles from old issues. The masthead of the first 

reprint has all club members as “reporters”. This is as true 

today as 39 years ago – keep submitting those articles. 

Website 

Brian Jansky said the new website is up and running – 

check it out. 

New Business 

The Galveston Train Show has been postponed so as not 

to conflict with Galveston Railroad Days (October 1-2). 

See the web site for details: 

http://www.galvestonrrmuseum.com/events.html 

 

The show includes the Amtrak Exhibit Train on Saturday 

and round-trip train from Galveston to Brenham on Sun-

day. 

 

The cowcatcher magazine featured an article on Gil 

Freitag’s Stony Creek and Western in this month’s issue. 

http://cowcatchermagazine.com/ 

 

Ray Byer encouraged the group to submit models for the 

next year’s LSR convention. This includes the Arts and 

Crafts contests for non-rails. 

 

Randall Wilson said that the next year’s LSR convention 

will lower non-rail admission to ½ price to encourage 

spouses to attend. 

 

Bob Barnett mentioned we will have another Bob Dannen-

brink contest for San Jac members. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34. 

 

Respectively submitted 

Dick Louvet, Secretary/Treasurer 
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President: Robert (Bob) Barnett  

rbarnett@ljaengineering.com  

Vice-President: David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Richard (Dick) Louvet  

rlouvet@att.net 

Director at Large:  Chuck Lind MMR 

chucklind46@gmail.com 

Past President: Rex  Ritz 

icrex@yahoo.com  

Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston, TX 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Conductor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Engineer: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeaow.com 

Brakemen:  

David N. Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com  

Brian Jansky 

brianj844@gmail.com 

Al Partlow                           

alswitch@aol.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4 

 

“My Alaskan Trip to the White Pass” 

by  

Bob Laroe 

 

 

Refreshments:  

Laurie Lind  

(drinks and cookies) 

   Video Corner 

 

1940s Freight Trains on the 

Chicago & Northwestern 

System 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rPzpi_fEJEo  

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  
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