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Realistic Operations On Your Model Railroad Part 9 By Al Partiow

Il n this mont hds 1 n stheaAklomE&amton &oYoungsiown Railpoe
series, we are goi nlgeing ooeditdd wstlt thesdeveldgpmentood tlis e

erationso on your rtgpe bfrcabaate. Thel Bakimoe a&&bQhip s e
Away car o has been Raloadiwas alsd aneany gropanentloBipe0 s
until the repeal of mandatory caboose lawusay wi ndow caboose
in the State of Virginia in 1988, so most i on 0 caboose was

The caboose was developed by railroaderspt%Ia version. The Rock Island and Burlinp-

serve several different functions. First, thté) n Northern were two railroads that utilizgd

caboose served as a thiﬁ Q/%eeoi (iatJeO?SS e?df'era).sily.ely.c fAero
bers on the rear of the train. This shelt&(pe of cqboose which s ft'” n service
could include not only living accommoda—d ay | S_ t h e_ itransft
tions, but also a food preparation area. Seacnd BNSF still utilize this type of caboose
ond, the caboose provided protection fE)r_h e form of fAshovi _
the rear of the train through the use of '_ ety of _C ? b.o ose |
imarker lightso, asWhighwap usedsprimarly;in the wegtand
me mber t o Aflago t ?Pléthw_ers_te'rhtpe mgvement gf divetpck i,
Third, the caboose TRPYYIogaughterhousgs; Ihs I}‘QS‘f}t 6

place for load shifts, dragging equipmenf™ Pacific was still using this type of @

and fihot boxeso. F Bogse il the BNymergerig 1940 s e |[s e
as the conductor 0s NPW ftiE£t0 wWeh exrneéo wvay|R i It
switch lists and wheel reports were handled. c t s t ake a | ook |&t

There are several types of cabooses, with ff@00se to make for more interesting opera-
Acupol ad type bei ngliongenourligypysq kromgthe eagydgys .
preval ent on Amer i cB&Ccaboosg qra Grhogsgs were qsﬁigé‘ﬁﬁob
windowd caboose c amBdivigualcgngucters, sopthis meang jthaty

(Continued on page 2)
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Realistic Operations On Your Model Railroad Part 9 By Al Partiow

(Continued from page 1) was added to the crew to assist with swi

when a train reacheidn agrdewalcsho 38’ b
nee ed. [ﬂhe Chesapeake g Bhgo was Fl)m

that caboose was removed from the train a - i operating procedure throuahout
anot her conductorc“)ssyscte?nb%os%pagdeJ.g \H

this practice was eliminated for most mani-
fest, intermodal and unit trains by the 1960%¥/hat does all of this mean for modele
the wuse of as s i gn e dFirst avieewes y@is have ra médr teena
viceo remained a c oyounshould paveaa taboose trackiisy, a
the 1980s. For example, as late as 1969, thigh facilities for maintaining, cleaning a
Southern Pacific still assigned a specific caroviding supplies for the cabooses that
boose to the 0 Sout herate meeatheorailradd isegrent o/quemo

op-
delt

between Houston Englewood Yard an8econd, you should assign specific cabopses
Sinco, Texas on the Galveston Subdivisioto local freight trains and even stencil the

Into the 1980s, the SP also assigned a desigme of the train on the side of those
nated caboose t o t h &ooses cThid aso treatesaddditional s

ca-
tchh

as a fHAturno fr om Hangfyr yasdt crewsewhen Yualding traine and a
sota, Texas on the Ennis Subdivision. Thimsaking certain that the assigned caboose is

means that crews had to switch these @ the correct train. Division point yar

ds

booses out of a caboose track at origin andist also make sure that as trains reach the

place them back into that caboose track whend of a particular division, cabooses are re-
their trip was completed. moved and replaced with a caboose assigned
to the next divisign. \Where your railraad has
Cabooses were also ass| ned \{Vo\ Ut |q.r (o
: . hpunbal ancedo traffic,
operating divisions and when a train reached :
or the movement of cabooses to the location

the end of that division, the caboose was re-
moved and another added to the consist. 5% a train (usually on the rear) is certa
the 1960s, most railroads utilized the concept . y .
~ X rototxplcal ang occurred \glth %reat regu
of Apool 0o cabooses, er ebp. C o0Ses
t hrough di vi si on p-ol"nt's .
. . fer caboose§ ad a[ great prototyplcal o0
througho trains, were actualily 1 nterc
. your trains.
from one railroad to another.

ity. For_those with switching Iaa/outs, trans-
n on some Nnru

) where they are needed. Several cabooses

nly
ar-
r a

to
ar

For prototypical operations in the cabopse

Some railroads actually used two cabooses

. . o era, please consider some or all of these i
on local freights to facilitate switching on P

both the head end and rear end of the traEne garding fhcaboose

In some instances, an additional brakeman _
terest to your model railroad.
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Hawk vs. Pig (Part 2 of 4) By David N. Currey

Hawk vs. Pig
A Short Story About Railroading
In an Alternate Universe
by David N. Currey

In Hawk vs. Pig in last month's (May) Derail, engineer Bull Harding and fireman Al Suarez seemed|to hav
The Night HawkT&L's overnight streamliner between San Antonio and El Paso, in good shape relative to en
gineer Jack Staub's APi g Hawk'swesibougdlr@FHrGm San An®woiotd a r
Brackettville, everything had proceeded smoothly, and Bull and Al had reminisced about the previpus ye:

when Jack had gotten in trouble for dragging]|a I
catch up with theHawk That was when the weekend dispatche
RaceoO between the two trains. The Hawk got a f |
had passed by the dusilden Roland Rock Company just north of Mico Junction. We left them just as they
were passing through the Warren truss bridge |ove
Traind was back there somewhere trying to cat|ch
Main Cast of Named Characters in Order of Appearance or Reference:

Fr ed f Bu lilEaginégtaon théNighigHawk

Jeff Greend Extraboard conductor on tiNight Hawk

Al bert o f A&iteman SruttaNigbt Hawk

Jack Staubh Engi neer on the APig Traino

Ben Caverlyi Medina Division Dispatcher
Jim Hawkinsi Brakeman on th&light Hawk
Hank Hamiltoni Engineer on th@urple Sage
Otto Schoenfeld Stationmaster at Utopia
Ez e ki e lorffiEZaeskyedco 1 Rirfinf ear waitemon thalight Hawk
Joseph fAJo&dimad parter enlthiight Hawk

In the following fictional story, the Texas and Louisiana Railroad just happens, purely by chance jand

coincidence, to be the relife alternate universe alter ego of the author's designed but unbuilt model

railroad by the same name.

Bul | grabbed some air as the train squeezed
board, 0 yelled Bull

fGreen board, o0 answered Al

t hr

The train flew by fields of cattle and goats and a Christmas tree farm, headed almost northwest on this part
the line. Bull notched out on the throttle as they hit the foot of the Bandera Grade. Topping the grade, Bl

eased up on the throttle, but a few miles later he was grabbing air, and began notching back on th
With the sharp aroma of hot brake shoes bracing the cool late afternoon air, #7 glided to a halt ad B

e throt
andere

the first station stop. A few passengers exited the train at the large stone structure while a small crowd wait
to board. Some of the detraining passengers were obviously destined for one or more of the dude ranche
the area, based on their garish attire. The station activity was fierce but brief, and exactly three minutes lat

t h NighfiHawlb was accelerating off into the | ength
for a second time. (Continued on page 4)
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Hawk vs. Pig (Cont.) By David N. Currey

(Continued from page 3)

The radio crackled almost unintelligibly: "...ighball the depot, ...ig Train." Al glanced at his watch,

and his

eyes met Bull's. The Pig Train was back there somewhere, not too distant if they were able to hear the r
brakeman on the caboose ratliprobably already passing Snake Apple Siding. Righting itself after coming

out of another big curve, a long modern concrete trestle loomed aheadHavike

fGreen board, o Al said first this ti me.

AGreen board, 06 acknowledged Bul l as they apprnoac
River for the third and final time on its westward run to El Paso. In the shadows below, a lone coyote, splas

ing through its sparkling clear waters, scrambled to escape the rushing menace up above. Twenty y
an armadillo, having just emerged from its burrow for its nightly rounds, and oblivious to the coyote
train, rooted through the underbrush looking for its evening breakfast.

Half a mile past another signal, Bull grabbed some air, and slowed the train down to 20 mph to traver
order just east of Tarpley. Bull glanced at his watch, then eased on past Saddleback Siding and int
the physical junction with the Colorado Division from Austin. TheOMV crew responsible for the slow w
done for the day, and their three cars of ballast and a& R&e tied up in one of the interchange tracks a
junction with t hAustifdad WesterB @&W) drailroad mainlireex A quick stop at
quaint little depot with two towers deposited a single passenger at the little used depot. Nobody ba
Tarpley was a stop to detrain passengers only. Any westbound passengers would have boarded
section of theNight Hawk which had already gone through about a half hour before.

[Originally envisioned as a junction town, Tarpley was only used as such for a few years. The
then decided to move the operational junction facilities further west to Utopia, where more ro
available for an engine terminal and a larger yard, plus the land was more level. Tarpley rem:
physical junction, of course, with the original small yard functioning as interchange tracks betw
divisions. One tower of the Tarpley depot was used by the towerman at the junction. The oth
was initially used as the dispatcher's office, but with the shift of the junction facilities to Utop
dispatcher was moved there as well and housed in a second floor office in the Utopia depot ¢
ing the passenger platforms.]
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On departure from Tarpley, thdawkentered double track with left hand running, which would extend all the

way to Utopia. This was the only welded rail on the T&L, having been laid in 1954. Quickly the tra
rumbling over a modern metal girder bridge over Hondo Creek. Skirting scenic Saddleback Mountair
for its shapd like the back of a saddle hoés¢he train powered through a fairly deep and wide cut. The
here was very crumbly, so they had made it extra wide, with fences to catch any stray boulders that
cide to foul the main.

[The cut had once been a tunnel, but was daylighted in the late 1930s after it was threatenir
lapse. A large chunk of rock had fallen in the tunnel at just the right time and demolished the h
on a Mikado going through it, and derailed it as well. Fortunately, the crew was notbuity re-
railing a steam locomotive inside a tunnel some dimet very easy. So the railroad decided to ge
of the blasted thing, and blasted it open. It was a reseftthg project timavise, and the mainlin
was down for only four days, with the freight and passenger trains, other than a coupleeoidstu
freight and passenger locals, detouring by way of the T&NO between San Antonio and Amar
Del Rio. At the middle of the cut was a sturdy metal flmadking bridge, but there wasn't really a ro

(Continued on page 5)
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Hawk vs. Pig (Cont.) By David N. Currey

(Continued from page 4)

It was built to appease a rancher who would have lost access to half his ranch once the tunne
lighted. It was basically a bridge for cattle and horses.]

was force of habit. Pig trains! Who needs them?

Halfway to beans in Brackettville, tidight Hawkraced through Seco Creek like a scalded cat. Bull Ha

it a town, a roadrunner heading crosswise to the track decided to try and beat the train. He was ha
half flying, as chaparral cocks or wont to do, and it was nip and tuck, but he just made it with a
lengths to spare.

Just west of there the train twisted and turned through more of the Texas Hill Country. Soon it breez

the near distance. The land widened out into an expansive valley, one of the few areas in this part
Country where farm crops could be easily farmed in quantity. Bull made his initial brake pipe redug
the big stop at Utopia. There was work to be done there, and he aimed on having it completed befag
train passed Tarpley.

Jack Staub liked to rib Bull every chance he got, particularly if his beloved hot trailers were perceive
way, shape, or form as having been delayed by a supposedly faster passenger train. Bull thought g
conversations with Jack over beans in Bracket
and do work at Utopia, o Bull would say. A We
stricted by schedul e. You're a hot extra the
cuses. .., 0 Jack would finally say, and drone
I'm going to be delayed by picking up a bar car in Utopia. Can this green conductor handle the switc
due dispatch?

Back in the passenger cars, Conductor Jeff Greene finished organizing the tickets from the Bandera
glanced at his watch. He might be a recently promoted conductor, but he had braked out here for de
knew all about Bull. Would Bull cooperate so they could get out of town without delaying the pig trai
didn't want to be ribbed by Jack's conductor at the beanery, either. After briefly considering the situ
nodded to himself. Yes. Bull might be ornery, but he also prided himself on running his stainless
time. We're going to do just fine. We'll be out of Utopia before we can even catch a whiff of those

pigs.

A few minutes later, brake shoes screeching, the train came to a stop on track #2, the passenger |

mos to Al , he instructed, NnGet wus some fresh
down on the fireman's side and headed for 't he
theless had some of the best coffee anywhere. Bull was already peering back for the brakeman.
disembarking passengers had to be handled first, and there were a lot. Finally the last littledottb
waitd it was a little old man, hobbled away from the train. Here we go, thought Bull.

Brakeman Jim Hawkins strode forward purposefully to pull the pin behind the last baggabeeganould
come off with the headend stuff, and then reach over into track #3 and grab hold of the cars that cam

(Continued on page 6)
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A couple of miles before the sleepy little ranch town of Seco Creek, approximately the halfway point on th
division, the eastbound local freight was met, both trains tooting their horns in salute as they passed ec
other. TheHawkwas in pretty good shape relative to the Pig Train, but Bull frowned to himself anyway. It

rding

and Al Suarez were confident they had the pig train on the ropes. On the other side of town, if you could c:
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Hawk vs. Pig (Cont.) By David N. Currey

(Continued from page 5)

the Austin section. Jim gave Bull the sign to indicate he was going between the cars, and then reached in
closed the angle cock, then stepped back out and pulled the pin, and finally signaled the engineer to| go ahe
Bull pulled the baggage cars ahead as Jim stepped quickly up into the stirrup with the practiced agility th
comes from years of switching experience.

AKachow! 0 went the air in the remainder of the t
and swung a gentle stop sign. The baggage car's rear wheels cleared the switch points with six inches to sg
Stepping adroitly over, not on, the rail, he bent down with his switch keys, unlocked the hand throw switct
and lined it for #3 track. Stepping back to the engineer's side, he signaled the engineer to back up, and E
immediately started backing the cars.

Jim walked down the long gently curved brick platform and swung out his arm with all five fingers extended
AFive cars, 0 was the meaning. Then about ten se
nally a stop. The cars gently nudged couplers and the pins dropped. After another air sign to Bull, Ji
stepped in and laced the air, hooked up the steam line, and cracked open the angle cock for a couple of :
onds, and then almost quickly opened it wide. A quick set and release showed all brakes working.

The crew then switched the cars they picked up over onto the train in a somewhat similar but reversed fashi
After another quick air test, everything was ready to go. Al arrived back with the coffee about this time an
climbed up into the locomotive. Just at this moment, Otto Schoenfeld, the station master, appeared on 1
pl atform alongside the engine cab. APi g traijn's
AWe' re al most done, 0 yelled back Bull, from tlhe

Otto frowned at Bull's answer, but said nothing.

ABy the way, o0 said AI to Otto. ADi d the Hawk|l fI
Otto just frowned, then turned and started to head back to the station. He stopped and turned around, say
A No. No paychecks today. You're a day early|.
toni o? Or do you have a big poker game in Brack
he added, fAMaybe a hotsy totsy?0o He turned ajnd
AWhat' s with him?06 asked Al

nAw, he just gets a Ilittle nervous when it | pok:
replied Bul . AThinks we're goin' to bump into
run smoothly. Otto thinks he owns this town.|0
ASort of | ike the way you think you own this |eng

Bull Harding responded the way he usually does when someone hits the nail on the head with an undenia
but embarrassing truth: he ignored it! iAWe'lre
countered, changing the subject. He looked at his watch. It was four minutes to departure.

Al answered, fnLooks | i ke a couple of | ate arfiyv
Everybody's on. Waitin' on tigagen o w. 0

(Hawk vs. Pig to be conti
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(Continued from page 6)

Photo manipulation by: David N. Currey

Hawk vs. Pig (Cont.) By David N. Currey

Derail Article Submission Guidelines

We welcome all articles which will be of interest to our readers. If you would like to submit someth

have the following requests.
Please indicate if the article is an original and if you are the authgou are not the author, please iT'
|

|l

cate where you received the informati@efore we publish, we need to get the ok from its orid
source.

Pictures help add to articles. Save the file name with the caption you would like for each picturq.
state who the photographer is and if we have permission to include the picture.
To give you proper author credit, please indicate how you want your name to abpeaxample: Is §
Robert or Bob? Do you want a middle initial used? Etc.

Please save your article in Word using Times New Roman size 12 font and make the name of yqur artic

the file name. Ensure that your article is free from grammatical errors.
Please submit all information to batisabol@stillmeadow.corand tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.conby the
15" of the month before publication. We will do our best to include your submission in the nex

issue.

Any additional notes to us about the article or publishing requests can be made in the email whegn you :

tach your article and pictures.

Please limit each email to 10MB (with picture attachments) to ensure that the email servers will §end ar

receive them okay. You can submit your pictures over several emails or reduce the size of each p
a medium resolution.
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