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Interpreting Railroad
Employee
Timetables
President’s
Message
Timetables that railroads issued to their employees
are different from the timetables they made available to passengers or placed in the Official Guide.
The employee timetable contained a lot more information, much of which would be unneeded or
meaningless to a passenger or ticket agent. For instance, the passenger doesn't need to know the
length of a siding or whether a certain town has a
wye or water tank.

ByRichard
David N.
Currey
Louvet

system either CTC, ATC, ABS, or whatever present, and all train movement is authorized by some
other means such as train order.

Employee timetables contain a wealth of information, which might make an interesting article in
itself, but this article will concern itself simply with
interpreting the page devoted to an individual division's mainline. I've chosen (you guessed it) a page
from the Missouri Pacific timetable on my old
Kingsville Division. This is timetable #20, effective
12:01 am July 10, 1983.
You might think it would be cut and dried, simple to
understand, or that everything that was in there
could be believed. Ha! Let's look at what the MP
printed about the Kingsville Division. We'll start at
the top, which is Houston.
For most of the rest of this article, please refer to the
copies of the Kingsville Division timetable pages
that are included with this article. If you're really
into this sort of thing, you might want to go to
Google Maps on the internet to look at these locations. Many of the tracks are still the same now as
back then (1983). The orange highlighted part of
the line indicates the track is governed by CTC.
The non-highlighted portions are dark territory.
This does not indicate, as it did in the idiotic Hollywooded-up movie of a few years back, that there is
no radio communication. “Dark territory” means
and has always meant that there is simply no signal

(Continued on page 2)
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By David N. Currey

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 3)
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Interpreting Railroad Employee Timetables (cont.)
(Continued from page 2)

First off, you'll probably notice that “Houston” does
not appear at the top of the timetable. For really big
places, the railroad uses the names of yards and such,
so you'll see at the top of the timetable that it has Settegast Yard, New South Yard, and T&NO Junction
listed. That's fine and dandy I suppose. But all the
other places we ran through in Houston aren't even
mentioned. No Rabbit interlocking. No Sunset
Route interlocking. In fact, there were multiple
routes through Houston town, but the timetable only
shows the one single line. Much of the routes were
actually double track, but that is not indicated. You'll
also see on the left side that the speed limit on the
HB&T is not mentioned, though that was generally
20 mph. So for information on the HB&T, you'd
need to get one of their timetables.
Just past Settegast, a line is shown diverging to the
east, while at New South Yard, a dotted line is shown
diverging to the west. I have not much of an idea
now about what the first line is—maybe the PTRA.
There are many lines diverging at various places on
the HB&T. The second line, since it is dotted, is
probably the connection to the SP at T&NO Junction,
though it appears as if it is located at New South
Yard, not the junction.
I might mention something here that I always found
kind of funny. Timetable direction out of Houston on
the ATSF was “east” even though we were going almost due south. Then when we went around the wye
at Alvin and were headed east-southeast, the timetable direction was “west”. Finally, at Algoa, we headed southwest on the MP and were going “south” by
timetable direction. I think I read somewhere that on
the ATSF, when you are traveling away from Chicago, you are going west regardless of the compass direction.
Okay, let's jump down to Mykawa. Maybe we'll fare
better there. Mykawa seems to show two passing sidings—one on each side of the mainline. Actually, the
one to the east of the main is not a signaled track, so
could not be used as a passing siding, unless the dispatcher gave us instructions to do so, but he certainly
couldn't line us up to go into that track by block signals—we'd have to manually line the switch. The
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whole time I worked for the Mop, we never once
went into that track. That track was actually a lead
for a small yard located there, that was associated
with a container terminal situated off to the east at the
tail end of a wye. The wye is not mentioned as there
is no “T” notated next to “Mykawa” in the timetable.
“T”, which literally means “turntable”, was also used
to indicate locations for wyes. I always wondered
why no distinction was made between turntables and
wyes. If you needed to turn a passenger excursion
train at some town, for instance, you might be a little
chagrined to find a turntable situated there. Of
course, everybody on the division knows what is really there, so it doesn't really matter what the timetable
states. It's just handy to have the reminder.
Pearland and Hastings are accurately indicated, so
let's skip on down to Alvin.
You'll notice that Alvin has a “T”, so there is a wye
or turntable situated there, but you would be hardpressed to determine where the wye is or what it's
configuration is based on the diagram. It also looks
like the track goes straight through Alvin. In actuality, the Mop trains ran through the east leg of the wye
at Alvin.
Between Alvin and Algoa was a double crossover
called “27 Crossover”. There's no indication of it in
the timetable, though it was a very important place
for Mop trains. That's where the Santa Fe dispatcher
usually crossed us over to/from the “secondary”
from/to the primary main track.
At Algoa, there's no indication of the triple crossover
there. Also, gauging by the track diagram, it would
appear that the passing siding at Brownie merged into
the mainline before the mainline went into the ATSF.
That's incorrect. The mainline and the pass connected to the ATSF independently. You'd think that
would be something important enough to diagram
accurately in the timetable, but I guess not. The
speed limits to the left of the timetable mention “Wye
Tracks Alvin and Algoa.....25 MPH”, but in the timetable next to “Algoa” there is no “T”. So if Algoa
has a wye, why isn't there a “T”? Actually, the “T” is
next to “Brownie”. The legs of the wye involve both
Algoa and Brownie, however.
(Continued on page 4)

3

Interpreting Railroad Employee Timetables (cont.)
(Continued from page 3)

Liverpool is diagrammed accurately, so let's skip
down to Angleton.
Angleton has a “T” so it has a wye, but where it is
exactly is not indicated. The line diverging to the
east is the line to Freeport, which is the north leg of
the wye, but the south leg is not indicated. Judging
by the way the pass is diagrammed, you might expect
the pass to be on the east side of the main. That is
correct, but the pass was actually known as the “Old
Main” to the Kingsville Division crews, and what
was known as the “Pass” came off of the Old Main.
If you expected the mainline to pass straight through
Angleton based on the diagram, you'd be mistaken.
The “New Main” was added later, and actually diverged from the “Old Main” at both ends of the yard.
The “New Main” is in reality, regardless of the names
used by crews and trainmasters, the main. So the diverging (curved) route was “straight track”. I can't
blame you if you're starting to get confused.
I remember one time on the caboose, while leaving
Angleton going south from the yard lead, I thought
I'd have a little bit of fun with the engineer. It was
common practice for the rear end brakeman to indicate when the caboose had gotten onto the mainline
by saying over the radio, “Straight track,” followed
by the train number or letters. This indicated the caboose was off the curve of the diverging route and
was on the mainline, therefore the engineer could
notch the train up to the maximum authorized speed.
That's what I said as we left the yard lead, though of
course, we were on straight track the whole time on
the lead once out of the yard tracks. I don't know if
the engineer thought it was humorous or not, and
maybe you the reader might not either. Once in a
while when exiting a siding I'd get poetic and say
something like, “On the straight, put it in run eight,”
or for a slow order, “Over the slow, let 'em roll.”
Brazoria is a little strange. The pass is indicated accurately, but you'll notice a line diverging from the
pass to the east. That's the old Sulfur Mine Spur,
which by this time is a minor industrial lead that ran
about a mile to a lumber yard and a gravel company.
Why the railroad felt it needed to indicate this minor
spur track by diagram is beyond me—no other indus-
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trial spurs are so indicated on the entire division. For
example, the important spur line to the Monsanto and
Amoco plants at Chocolate Bayou are not diagrammed—merely listed to the left of the timetable
under “Business Tracks”, where the Sulfur Mine Spur
is not listed. Nor is the Philips plant line south of
Sweeney diagrammed; nor the Celanese plant south
of Bay City. I went into the Sulfur Mine Spur a
grand total of about three times when I was working
for the Mop. The spur ran through a farmer's field.
The first time I ever went into the spur, the crew
warned me, “Watch out for barbed wire. The farmer
who owns the field sometimes strings barbed wire
across the tracks.” Yet such a minor track has its
own line in the timetable.
The San Bernard River bridge is accurately indicated,
but the town of Sweeney has something strange,
though: The name of the town is misspelled in the
timetable. The actual spelling of the town name is
“Sweeny”. (Strangely, the town name is spelled correctly in the preceding timetable #19.) The Philips
Plant spur south of Sweeney is referred to as
“Abercrombie”, so you might not realize that line
was for the plant based on the timetable name.
Allenhurst is accurately indicated, so let's jump to
Bay City.
The ATSF crossing at Bay City is shown, but not the
connecting wye tracks. In fact, the wye is indicated
as being at Bay City, not at the ATSF interlocking. A
pass is also shown as being at Bay City, but in fact,
there is no pass at Bay City. The pass was actually
about five city blocks south (west as the grackle flies)
of the Bay City depot, and was known as “S. K. Siding” or maybe “SK Siding”, though that name does
not appear anywhere in the timetable. So if you
heard a train crew on your scanner referring to “SK
Siding”, you'd be unable to determine where that was
from the timetable. If a train crew had reported to the
trainmaster that they were “in the hole at Bay City”,
that would have been inaccurate and impossible, except for something like a caboose hop tucked in the
house track.
Similarly, Buckeye's pass is diagrammed correctly,
but the wye is not indicated. The tail track there went
(Continued on page 5)
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Interpreting Railroad Employee Timetables (cont.)

By David N. Currey

lation of about 25, or maybe 2.5, I can't remember.

(Continued from page 4)

out to the nuclear power plant. The line to the plant
was built while I was on the railroad, but is now already abandoned. The whole time I was on the railroad, I went around the wye there only once. The
engineer on our northbound train had a problem with
his seat, and got permission from the trainmaster at
Angleton to turn the locomotives at Buckeye. I believe, by “coincidence”, the lead unit was a GE and
the trailing unit an EMD. (Read between the lines!)
Blessing is accurately diagrammed, but the SP interlocking is not indicated. I guess this means it was no
longer an active interlocking, though the track was
still there. As I remember, the interlocking signal
also governed the north switch of the pass.
Between Blessing and Laward, the physical plant had
a station sign at Francitas. There was nothing at
Francitas but the mainline—no spur, no pass, no
nothing. You won't find Francitas mentioned in the
timetable. I wonder why the railroad thought it was
important to maintain the station name on the property, but not in the timetable. About the only time
Francitas was ever mentioned was if the clerk in Vanderbilt radioed to ask a train its location. The engineer might answer, “We're passing through Francitas”. I imagine a new or relief clerk at Vanderbilt
would probably wonder where that was, not being
able to find it in the timetable. Francitas has a popu-

Laward is depicted accurately, but also misspelled. It
should be listed as “La Ward”.
Lolita and its connection to the PCN is accurately indicated, though you'd be sorely taxed to determine
where the interchange tracks were placed.
Vanderbilt, though it has a pass, and it was signaled,
does not have the pass diagrammed in the timetable.
It does indicate a yard there, but you cannot tell
which side of the tracks it was on. The pass and yard
were to the west of the mainline.
This is as far in the timetable as I'm going to cover in
this article. I think you probably get my point, which
is that a timetable can be informative, but it can also
be misleading and be missing much important information. The inaccuracies in most respects don't affect the crews. By the time most of the trainmen attain the responsibility of being a conductor or an engineer, they have had so much experience on the railroad, they could probably diagram most of the division from memory, or at least have a fairly accurate
idea of track locations.
I don't need string to tie this one up. That might be
confusing or misleading, but that's the whole point of
the article. Pay attention!

Wanted!

By Steve Sandifer

Wanted: Advertising coordinator for the dia. Most of it can be done on the internet at
no cost. Please contact Steve for more deannual train show
tails. 713-376-0684.

Steve Sandifer has served as train show advertising coordinator for over 15 years. He is
now in "training" to take over Bob Barnett's
position to coordinate the show. Someone
needs to step up and take over the advertising.
This requires a few hours in August to get out
news releases to quarterly publications, more
time around Halloween for other publications,
and finally time in January for local news me5

Raton & Western Railroad

By Robert Ashcraft with Brian Jansky

Behind the Bench Work
Seven Questions with Robert Ashcraft
How long have you been into Model Railroading?
30 years
How did you get into the hobby?
My wife Cathy gave me a train set for Christmas purchased off the back of a Kellogg’s frosted flakes box
Did you have any previous layouts before this one?
My previous layout was a garage size 12’ x 20’ layout from plans by Richard Day of Dallas, Tx.
What interests you in your prototype?
A good friend, Karl Schoettlin worked for the ATSF
Anybody or any layouts inspire you?
Don Bozman and Gil Freitag
What is your favorite part of the hobby?
My favorite part is the people followed by operations and construction.
Is there anything else you would like to share?
You can see a video of the Raton & Western on Youtube. Search Raton & Western Railroad by Jssand1. It
was filmed and produced by Steve Sandifer.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po01KfKzPHo

(Continued on page 7)
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Raton & Western Railroad (cont.)

By Robert Ashcraft with Brian Jansky

(Continued on page 8)
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Raton & Western Railroad (cont.)

By Robert Ashcraft with Brian Jansky
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Division 8 Clinic
On July the 18th, the Division had its third monthly
clinic. It was well attended by Division 8 membership.
Enclosed is an outline of the clinic subject that
was talked about. Hope to see you at the next monthly
clinic in August in Deer Park.
Thanks again for your time,
Ray Byer
Your Division 8 Prez
The outline from the clinic:
So you do not have the money to add sound to all of
your engines at this time. Here is a way to add sound
to every train you run, each time. Make a DCC Sound
car to add to your train. After making it, you just need
to MU it to your engine and go have fun.
The parts you are going to need are as follows:
1) A box car of your choosing (one that has a movable
door).
2) A sound decoder of your choosing (the hook-up is
the same). I am using a Digitrax SDH166D for this
clinic. It comes with everything attached to it already.
3) Metal wheels sized to the ones you are removing
from your choice of box car. Make sure at
least one wheel is insulated from the axle to stop
shorts.
4) Some two colored 30 gauge stranded flexible wire.
This is to be used in the pick-ups from the trucks to the
decoder.
5) Some >.015 Phosphor Bronze wire. This is used in
making the truck pick-ups.
6) .015 steel drill bit used to make holes in the truck
for power pick-up.
7) Some tools you will need are wire cutters and/or
strippers, solder iron, solder, screw drillers, and heatshrink tubing.
8) A DCC system to test the program with.

July 18, 2015

By Ray Byer

wheels. Use them on another car, because plastic
wheels will pick up dirt, helping to keep the track
clean). Using the .015 steel drill bit, drill the hole in
the middle of the truck about 3/32" away from the outside edge of the trucks. This is going to be where the
wheel pick-ups are going to be placed through.
Place one of the metal wheels back into the frame.
Push the .015 Phosphor Bronze wire into the holes of
the side frame and over the top half of the wheel. Add
a small bend in to the wire over the wheel and do the
same to the other end of the truck. Then cut the wire to
length, with a small bend in it too.
With the pick-ups completed, you can add the decoder
pick-up wire to the .015 Phosphor Bronze wire by soldering to it. Use one color on each side of the truck.
When this is done, add the trucks back to the car and
pass the wires up through the holes you had drilled earlier and tighten down the truck. Make sure that the
truck can move side to side.
Take the wires from the trucks pick-up and hook them
up to the decoder. The red and black wires from the
decoder go to the left and right sides of the trucks respectively. At this point, you can test your installation
to make sure there are no shorts in your hook-ups. If
there is, recheck your wire hook-ups. If no shorts, solder your wire together and use the heat-shrink tubing
to insulate the ends of the wires. With this done, you
can mount your decoder to the inside of box car using
two-sided tape and close it up.

So let’s get started to make the DCC sound car. If the
car you are using has a steel floor or weight, remove
the trucks from the bottom of the car. At this time go
ahead and mark where you are going to drill out the
holes you are going to need to access the decoder
wires inside the car.

Since you have tested your decoder, you have your
DCC system set to address 03 on the system. (Some
decoders have both steam and diesel sound programmed into it, so you will need to pick one. Check
the MFG instruction to pick one.) You can go ahead
and give your decoder its real address number, and
now you are up and running with sound on each one of
your trains. This is done by assigning (MUing) the
sound car to the engine being used to pull your train
around the layout. You now have sound in your train.
When you get tired of running that engine,
just reassign your sound car to the next engine and
you are up and running again.

With the trucks in hand, remove the original plastic
wheels from the side frames. (Do not throw out these

Good luck with this project and have fun.
Ray Byer
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Submitted by our Readers
Here is the link to the National Narrow Gauge Convention
YouTube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYvciu1W6F8

Submitted by Craig Brantley

12 Tra in Rides Ev eryo ne Should Ta ke
http://www.ba-bamail.com/content.aspx?emailid=16353&source=share2&e=SeqQhi1CpWFs4vhNuk%
2bTXa2yICuTf7XeVH8I57dJNck%3d&d=568

Submitted by Walter

Derail Article Submission Guidelines
We welcome all articles which will be of interest to our readers. If you would like to submit something, we have the
following requests.

Please indicate if the article is an original and if you are the author. If you are not the author, please indicate where
you received the information. Before we publish, we need to get the ok from its original source.

Pictures help add to articles. Please state who the photographer is and if we have permission to include the picture.

To give you proper author credit, please indicate how you want your name to appear. For example: Is it Robert or
Bob? Do you want a middle initial used? Etc.

Please save your article in Word using Times New Roman size 12 font and make the name of your article the file
name. Ensure that your article is free from grammatical errors.

Please submit all information to both bsabol@stillmeadow.com and tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com by the 15th of the
month before publication. We will do our best to include your submission in the next issue. Any additional notes
to us about the article or publishing requests can be made in the email when you attach your article and pictures.

Please limit each email to 10MB (with picture attachments) to ensure that the email servers will send and receive
them okay. You can submit your pictures over several emails or reduce the size of each picture to a medium resolution.
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July Minutes
Meeting minutes July 7, 2015
President Rex Ritz called the meeting to order at 7:00PM
and welcomed all. We had 2 visitors.
Rex introduced this month’s program by Chuck Lind, Don
Formanek, and Craig Brantley on the upcoming “2015
National Narrow Gauge Convention”.
Craig gave a video presentation/sales pitch of what you
can expect to see and do at the upcoming convention in
Houston, including previews of the home layouts that will
be on tour during the convention.
Chuck Lind followed with a power point slide show illustrating the reasons why you should attend a National Narrow Gauge Convention.
-clinics from world-wide presenters
-area layouts to see the local modeling
-large vendor room
-fellowship
-model contest with some of the finest models around
They then followed with photos of layouts and contest
models from some of the past conventions, including:
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Durango, CO
Portland, OR
Colorado Springs, CO
St Luis, MO
Seattle, WA
There will be about 240 vendor tables representing 77 different vendors. About 75 clinic spots are planned.
They are still looking for more volunteers to help in various areas. Contract Craig, Don, or Chuck if you can help
in anyway.

By Gilbert Freitag

dates will conflict a little with the “HOOTERS” operating
sessions on the front end of the schedule.
Greater Houston Train Show 2016:
$2,200 deposit going in shortly for the Center deposit. Steve Sandifer is looking for someone to take over advance
publicity. Most of this can be online, but it must done a
long way in advance of the show in order to meet most
publication deadlines. Please contact Steve by phone or
email if you can help with this area.
LSR: The upcoming convention is on July 22-25 in Beaumont. Two Crosby layouts will be open both before and
after the convention for those traveling through the area to
or from the convention. Bob Barnett reported that there
are still openings for the prototype tour. The website is
constantly being updated with details. The registration is
now $100. The casino trip has been cancelled.
Division 8: Ray Byer reported the last clinic on graffiti
was well attended. The next clinic will be on 7/18 on DCC
sound cars, then 8/22 on installing a DCC decoder in an
Athearn Blue Box locomotive, then 9/26 at Zube Park for
officer elections and train rides. Vice president and secretary positions still need candidates.
Narrow Gauge Convention, Sept 2-5, 2015:
Plans are going well, but more volunteers are still needed.
Derail: Bob Sabol stated he needs more layout articles.
Remember the 15th is the deadline for submissions to the
Derail.
Website: Brian Jansky says the website is up and running.
The new url is sanjacmodeltrains.org
Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/SJMRRC
New Business:
Denny McGonigle announced nominations for club officers are be accepted for the upcoming elections.

Next month’s program is still TBD.
The minutes from last month were approved as published.
Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag:
Expenses: none
Income: none
Ending balance: $12,146.67

Cliff Cheeseman stated we need to make sure club flyers
stay stocked in the area hobby shops to promote our club.
Refreshments were thanks to Virginia Freitag.
Next month’s refreshments will be provided by Laurie
Lind and Virginia Freitag.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM

Fall Layout Tour:
Craig Brantley reported we have 2 new layouts so far this
year. Things are starting to get organized. The fall tour

-Respectfully submitted,
Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer
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San Jac RR Club Meetings take place
the first Tuesday of each month
at 7pm

Bayland Community Center
6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx
Click here for directions

Visitors are always welcome!

Next Meeting

Officers
President: Rex Ritz
icrex@yahoo.com
Vice-President: Chuck Lind MMR
chucklind46@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag
gilbertfreitag@att.net
Director at Large: Denny McGonigle
denny_mc@hotmail.com
Past President: Richard Louvet
rlouvet@att.net

Derail Staff
Editor: Bob Sabol
bsabol@stillmeadow.com
Production: Terri Brogoitti
tbrogoitti@stillmeaow.com
Regular Contributors:
David Currey
texasandlouisiana@msn.com
Brian Jansky
brianj844@gmail.com

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4
Our scheduled clinician for August is unable to make
his presentation, so we will see a video presentation
from Kalmbach's Dream-Plan-Build series entitled Realistic Layout Operations. If you have been
thinking about operations, but have not begun, this will
explain how you can get into it very simply and efficiently.
Refreshments:
Virginia Freitag (drinks)

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org

Laurie Lind (cookies)

Webmaster: Brian Jansky

Video Corner

“Texas State Railroad 2015 Photographers Special"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3eipUtREv7Y
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