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    First Run of the Inter-American   By David N. Currey 

All photos by David N. Currey 

 

I've only had the pleasure of riding one first run of a 

new passenger train, and that occurred back when I 

was in college in Austin on January 27, 1973.  The 

train was The Inter-American, and the little hop, 

skip, and jump I took was on a southbound run.  

This was one of those rare days, which almost 

seemed more like I was in a dream instead of being 

awake and experiencing something truly marvelous. 

 

I had a railfan buddy in the Longhorn Band named 

John Boggs.  I knew another one named Art Graf.  I 

don't remember how we found each other, but rail-

fans do always seem to gravitate together somehow.  

John and I decided to ride the first run, and pur-

chased tickets before the event.  Our plan was to 

ride the train down to San Marcos, and then ride the 

bus back to Austin. 

 

Holy smoke!  Writing this article just clarified a 

puzzling memory.  I remember riding a bus into the 

Trailways bus station in Austin, but not out of there, 

and could not remember the circumstances.  The 

Trailways line through Austin was on the Dallas–

San Antonio route, and for the life of me, I could 

not figure out how I would have ever been riding on 

that route.  Now I know!  I could be mistaken, but 

we must have ridden this Trailways bus line back to 

Austin from San Marcos.  If we did in fact ride 

Greyhound, then I still have the perplexing memory 

on Trailways to contend with. 

 

Anyhow, the day of the grand event was something 

else.  There were several hundred people down at 

the ex-MP depot in Austin.  Actually, though, it 

may have still been used by the Missouri Pacific at 

the time.  This was back in the days when there 

were no railroad police everywhere making sure 

nobody did anything wrong, and so people were ab-

solutely everywhere—across the track, walking on 

the track, sitting on the track, you name it. 

 

Photo #1:  The atmosphere that day was quite fes-

tive, and a small contingent of the Longhorn Band 

was there performing under the pavilion at the south 

end of the station.  The director of the LHB (the re-

cently deceased Vincent R. DiNino) was there, and 

this was the only time I ever saw him actually play 

with the band.  

 

 

Photo #2:  The train was late, and I remember it as 

being two ex-Union Pacific E8s and twenty-one 

cars, but my photos don't seem to support that many 

cars, as it appears to have only twelve cars, so we'll 

just leave it at that.  It would have come in on the 

tracks that go down the middle of the Mopac Free-

way, though I am not real sure if the freeway had 

been built by this time. (Continued on  page 2) 
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    First Run of the Inter-American  (cont.)    By David N. Currey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #3:  A real gem in the consist was this North-

ern Pacific lounge car, still not painted in Amtrak col-

ors.  I was astounded at the décor of the car when we 

passed through it later.  It had wood paneling, and 

had all the warmth and charm of a log cabin high up 

in the Rockies of Montana.   

 

 

Photo #4:  Once the train arrived, there was a virtual 

mob of people getting on the train.  As I was waiting 

to board the coach, I remember seeing the assistant 

conductor and conductor standing near the step-up 

stool, and the assistant saying to the conductor, “I 

can't believe they put this train back on.”  After I 

boarded, I turned around and grabbed a photo of the 

crowd looking out from the door of the coach.  The 

blond girl wearing sunglasses towards the front cen-

ter in front of the mariachi band sure reminds me of 

Barbara Wood, who I dated a few times around about 

that time, but I don't recall seeing her there, and if she 

had been, she would have surely mentioned it to me 

later.  The smile on her face certainly suggests that 

she recognized me as I snapped the photo, but this 

will just have to remain a fun little mystery.   

 

Amtrak spared no expense on the platform, which the 

Mopac had thoughtfully removed when they discon-

tinued their version of the train two years before.  

The new platform was just a few feet wide, and was 

simply poured asphalt between the tracks.  Today on 

Google Maps, the platform appears to be concrete, 

and is now poured to the tops of the rails on the track 

closest to the station, effectively making the platform 

wider. 

 

I'm not sure what the exact consist was.  Being a day 

train, there were probably no sleeping cars.  It con-

tained coaches, probably two lounges, and a diner, 

though we never saw a diner.  There was no baggage 

car, so initially the route probably did not have 

checked baggage. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on  page 3) 
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(Continued on  page 4) 

    First Run of the Inter-American  (cont.)    By David N. Currey 

 

Photo #5:  After my buddy John and I eventually got 

on the train, which was jam packed, we headed right 

in order to work our way towards the front of the 

train.  Senator William Fulbright from Arkansas, who 

had a lot to do with getting the train put on, was in 

the lounge car.  It was standing room only, so we 

continued forward.  As we made our way, the train 

pulled out of the station, and I leaned out a Dutch 

door and captured this photo. 

 

 

 

Photo #6:  About three short blocks from the depot, 

the track curved right around what used to be a wye 

track, and crossed Town Lake on the Colorado River.  

I took this photo as the E8s headed out over the 

bridge.  The Budd-built dome passenger car near the 

head end was actually a dome-observation that had 

been rebuilt by either the former owning railroad or 

by Amtrak for mid-train service.  It still had a round-

ed end, but a squared off section on the centerline had 

been built on to allow passengers to pass through to 

cars coupled behind it. 

 

This run's train had originated in Fort Worth, and 

would go all the way down to Laredo.  The train was 

extended less than a year later to St. Louis, providing 

service to Dallas and Little Rock.  During one of the 

budget cuts that Amtrak always seems to have to en-

dure, most of the Lone Star train was axed in 1979, 

but a leg off the Inter-American at Temple carried 

cars down to Houston so as to continue service on 

that part of the Lone Star route.   During another 

budget cut (on October 1, 1981), The train was cut 

back from Laredo to San Antonio, the cars to Hou-

ston were axed, and the train was renamed The Eagle.  

At some point the train was renamed finally to The 

Texas Eagle.  Initially a tri-weekly affair, it became 

daily at some point, as it still is today. 

 

Photo #7:  At a highway grade crossing somewhere 

south of Austin, possibly West Oltorf Street, I caught 

this view of the E8s leaning into a curve.  This area 

of Austin now is solid suburbs.  Austin isn't a sleepy 

little cow town any longer. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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The LSR Convention in Beaumont is this July. The following layouts in Crosby, Texas will be 

open to visitors due to the close location to the convention on Wednesday, July 22nd from 9AM 

-6PM and Sunday, July 26th from 12 Noon to 5PM.   The following items are a map to the lay-

outs and directions. 

 

         LSR Convention     By Chuck Clark 

    First Run of the Inter-American  (cont.)    By David N. Currey 

 

 

Photo #8:  I don't remember how many overcrowded 

cars we passed through, but we finally gave up on 

trying to find a seat, and decided to just stay in one of 

the vestibules, where the tops of the Dutch doors 

were open.  We rode there all the way to San Marcos, 

a distance of about thirty miles, experiencing the ride 

instead of the crowds in the coaches.   

 

Our tickets were never pulled.  In fact, we never even 

saw the conductor once we got on the train all the 

way to San Marcos.  I would imagine that he didn't 

even try to pull tickets, as there was basically no way 

the conductors would have been able to work their 

way through the train before the ensuing stops at San 

Marcos and New Braunfels.  To call the train “a mad-

house” would have been the sane thing to do. 

 

I don't remember anything about the bus ride back to 

Austin, other than being in the bus depot in Austin, 

but I can imagine what the topic of conversation was.  

I think we walked from the train station in San Mar-

cos to the bus depot there.  We never saw Art Graf on 

the trip, but I'm sure he was there somewhere. 

 

I hate to tie this one up, because it brings back such 

pleasant memories, but tie it up I must. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on  page 5) 
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      LSR Convention (Cont.)     By Chuck Clark 
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(Continued on  page 7) 

      Division 8       By Ray Byer 

Well the Division has had its second clinic for the year. I would like to thank Paige Prater for a great clinic and her 

son Matt for the use of his home and hosting the clinic. If you didn't make it, you missed out on a very good clinic. 

I hope to get her to do it again next year. 

 

Here is the schedule for the upcoming clinic for Division 8: 

  

July 18th at 11:00am 
at Spring Creek BBQ - 4220 West FM 1960  (NE of Stuebner-Airline) Houston, Texas 77068.  

The clinic is on making a DCC sound box car. 

  

August 22nd at 10:00am 

at 2114 Mossey Creek Dr, Deer Park, TX 77536 

The clinic is on installing a decoder into a Athearn Blue box engine 

  

September 26th at 11:00am (Meeting, Election, and Food)  

at Zube Park hosted By H.A.L.S 
Train rides [start time posted later] provided by H.A.L.S and food provided by Division 8. At this time we will try 

to hold a chili cook-off if we have enough people or teams. 

  

Below are some photos and the handout from the clinic. Thank you for your time. 

 

Ray Byer 

Division 8 Prez 
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      Division 8 (Cont.)     By Ray Byer 
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    “Knowcents” Layout  By Jeff Clodfelter with Chris Tolley 

Layout Owner: Jeff Clodfelter 

Layout Scale and Name: HO scale, Santa Fe, "Knowcents" 

Division running from Chicago to Los Angeles. 

 

Started in July 2000 

Era: Steam/Diesel Transition 

Length of Run: 625 ft. 

Control System: Digitrax 

 

This layout’s features include an 8 track 

Los Angeles Union Passenger Termi-

nal with coach yard and a 6 track Dear-

born Station in Chicago with coach yard. 

In the near future, a narrow gauge branch 

will be added to the railroad. 
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Special Announcements 

  

Derail Article Submission Guidelines 

We welcome all articles which will be of interest to our readers. If you would like to submit something, we have the 

following requests. 

 Please indicate if the article is an original and if you are the author.  If you are not the author, please indicate 

where you received the information. Before we publish, we need to get the ok from its original source. 

 Pictures help add to articles. Please state who the photographer is and if we have permission to include the picture.  

 To give you proper author credit, please indicate how you want your name to appear.  For example: Is it Robert or 

Bob? Do you want a middle initial used? Etc. 

 Please save your article in Word using Times New Roman size 12 font and make the name of your article the file 

name. 

 Please submit all information to both bsabol@stillmeadow.com and tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com by the 15th of the 

month before publication. We will do our best to include your submission in the next issue. Any additional notes 

to us about the article or publishing requests can be made in the email when you attach your article and pictures. 

 Please limit each email to 10MB (with picture attachments) to ensure that the email servers will send and receive 

them okay. You can submit your pictures over several emails or reduce the size of each picture to a medium reso-

lution.  

All Scale Rails 

 

We are a FREE Online Downloadable Magazine for train enthusiasts called All Scale Rails. 

Check us out at www.allscalerails.com 

We are asking you if would put up a small flyer to help get the word out about All Scale Rails. 

 

You can go to our web site at http://allscalerails.com/Sponsors.html and click the red button or go directly 

to http://allscalerails.com/Info%20PDF%20Files/ASR%20Flyer%20Large%201.pdf 

 

Thank you, 

Kevin 

All Scale Rails 

http://www.allscalerails.com 

contact@allscalerails.com 

A special thank you to Brian Jansky for providing video suggestions for the Derail’s Video Corner to 

last us until 2017. 

The Derail is looking for another contributor on a regular basis (3-4 articles a year) on train oper-

ations.  It does not necessarily need to be a ‘how to’ but talk about the fun and adventures during 

one of your recent operation sessions.  Telling your story and that of your fellow operators could 

be your topic.  For example:   The Derail editor was invited to a session at ------- and did that 

make for an interesting evening where we had to have a brakeman assigned to help him figure 

things out.  Go from there.   You could also cover the fastest way to get the town of Sugar Land 

(or a town on the railroad you were operating) with all your stops before the passenger express 

was scheduled.   Looking for someone to add a little human interest in this area of our hob-

by.  The Derail is only as good as the members who present articles.  Consider if you would like 

share your story with others through the Derail.   

If interested contact Bob at bsabol@stillmeadow.com.     

Thanks, Bob 

mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
mailto:tbrogoitti@stillmeadow.com
http://www.allscalerails.com/
http://allscalerails.com/Sponsors.html
http://allscalerails.com/Info%20PDF%20Files/ASR%20Flyer%20Large%201.pdf
http://www.allscalerails.com/
mailto:contact@allscalerails.com
mailto:bsabol@stillmeadow.com
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Meeting minutes June 6, 2015 

 

President Rex Ritz called the meeting to order at 

7:00PM and welcomed all. We had the pleasure of 

having Derail Production Manager, Terri Brogoitti as 

a visitor this month. Vice President Chuck Lind was 

absent. 

 

Rex introduced this month’s program by Kelly Rus-

sell on “A day in the life of a railcar maintenance co-

ordinator”. 

 

The shop network coordinator distributes about 

20,000 cars in the network of shops. Some shops can 

do heavy maintenance and repair and others can only 

do minor things. Kelly showed several examples of 

car damage reports that come in on emails and how 

they need to be addressed. Some require crews to go 

out into the field to do onsite repairs while others can 

be “patched” to make it back to a shop for repairs. 

These incident reports/emails come in on a daily ba-

sis and each must be dealt with in individual manors. 

The goal is always to get the customer’s product un-

loaded from the car and then get the car back to a 

shop for the best repair process. Kelly showed us sev-

eral interesting problems that he has seen in the past. 

Every 10 years all tanks cars must be completely in-

spected and retrofitted, which also adds to the shop 

work load. 

 

The minutes from last month incorrectly reported the 

donation amount to the club, the rest was approved as 

published. 

 

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag: 

Expenses: none 

Income: $500.00 donation under reported last month 

Ending balance: $12,146.67 

 

Chuck Clark announced that 3 layouts in the Crosby 

area will be open in conjunction with the LSR con-

vention in Beaumont. Handouts on these were availa-

ble. These can be visited on your way to or from the 

convention on Wednesday or Sunday. 

 

LSR: 

Jim Lemmond stated the upcoming convention on 

July 22-25 in Beaumont has the website being updat-

ed. The $90 registration cutoff ends June 21st, then it 

goes to $100. Bob Barnett reported the clinic list is 

posted and is good. There are good layouts and 3 pro-

totype tours. Bring a hard hat if you have one to the 

prototype tour. 

 

Division 8: Ray Byer reported the last clinic was well 

attended at the Spring Creek Barbeque. This month 

the clinic will be at 2114 Massey Creek Drive, in 

Deer Park, at a member’s home on 6/20/15 at 10AM. 

It will be on graffiti on rolling stock. 

 

Narrow Gauge Convention, Sept 2-5, 2015: 

Plans are going well, but more volunteers are still 

needed. 

 

Derail: Bob introduced Terri to the club. We all final-

ly got to meet her in person. Thanks for all the great 

work she does each month producing the Derail. Bob 

also would like to see someone set up to author an 

“operations” column 2 to 4 times a year. Remember 

the 15th is the deadline for submissions to the Derail. 

 

Website: Brian Jansky: The website is up and run-

ning. The new url is sanjacmodeltrains.org 

 

Yahoo Group: http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/

SJMRRC 

 

New Business: 

Ron Burns asked members if the Rio Grande Scenic 

RR is worth the trip. 

 

Robert Ashcraft reported Don Bozman went to the 

hospital for kidney problems possibly caused by 

some of his meds. He is in Kindred Hospital. 

 

Denny McGonigle had cataract surgery. 

 

Refreshments were thanks to Jim Hinds and Virginia 

Freitag. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 

 

General comments: 

-Respectfully submitted,  

Gilbert Freitag,  

Secretary / Treasurer 

     June Minutes    Gilbert Freitag 
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President: Rex Ritz  

icrex@yahoo.com  

Vice-President: Chuck Lind MMR 

chucklind46@gmail.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag 

gilbertfreitag@att.net 

Director at Large:  Denny McGonigle  

denny_mc@hotmail.com 

Past President: Richard Louvet 

rlouvet@att.net 

Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place 

the first Tuesday of each month       

at 7pm 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx 
 

Click here for directions 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Editor: Bob Sabol 

bsabol@stillmeadow.com 

Production: Terri Brogoitti 

tbrogoitti@stillmeaow.com 

Regular Contributors:  

David Currey 

texasandlouisiana@msn.com  
Brian Jansky 

brianj844@gmail.com  

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, JULY 7 

“2015 National Narrow Gauge:  

What a national convention is like as far as vendors, 

clinics, contest room. What this convention will be like 

with highlights from past conventions.” 

by  

Chuck Lind MMR, Don Formanek, and Craig Brantley  

 

Refreshments:  

Virginia Freitag  

(drinks and cookies) 

 

    Video Corner 

 

 

“N&W 611 Reborn: The Return to Roanoke” 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4XdgTMNWE8 

 

 

www.sanjacmodeltrains.org  
Webmaster: Brian Jansky  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4XdgTMNWE8
http://www.sanjacmodeltrains.org/

