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AIR AND RAIL TRAVEL IN 2013 

 

This has become a deadly year for air and rail trav-

elers.  Through just the end of July, there have been 

14 documented air disasters, with around 115 dead 

and 264 injured, and 30 documented rail accidents 

with almost 200 dead and around 1,500 injured. 

When reading about these tragedies, it appears that 

although we are now capable of building faster and 

more reliable means of mass transportation, one 

thing never seems to change – human error!  For 

example, most of the aircraft accidents were caused 

by under-trained pilots, or by cargo’s that were in-

adequately tied down and so shifted while flying - 

thus bringing down the ‘plane. 

Most railways accidents also appear to have been 

caused by human error.  There were incidents of 

brakes being set incorrectly (or not set at all), driv-

ers who ignored speed limits and fatal level cross-

ing accidents.  Two of the worst accidents – one in 

Canada and one in Spain, grabbed the public’s at-

tention, and although separated by thousands of 

miles, they appear to have two similarities in com-

mon – speed and curves! 

The first accident occurred in Canada, where an un-

attended freight train containing 72 tank cars of 

crude oil ran away and derailed.  Several cars ex-

ploded in the town, resulting in 42 dead, 5 missing 

and presumed dead and over 30 buildings in the 

town's centre destroyed.  (See picture below.) 

 

The run-away train entered the town of Lac-

Mégantic at high speed and 63 of the 72 tank cars 

derailed in the downtown area.  The locomotives, 

separated from the train, were found intact about a 

half a mile away from the derailed cars. 

 

As can be seen from the above sketch, the rail cars 

all derailed on a curve, and it is estimated that at the 

time of the derailment, they were travelling at over 

60 mph – on a curve that has a 10 mph posted speed 

limit! 

 (Continued on page 2) 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Lac-M%C3%A9gantic+derailment&start=350&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS377US380&biw=1280&bih=630&tbm=isch&tbnid=h-ikuUb9mGP8zM:&imgrefurl=http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/442537/60-dead-or-missing-in-canada-train-disaster-police&docid=mIfRt_Gx
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=Lac-M%C3%A9gantic+derailment&start=256&sa=X&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS377US380&biw=1280&bih=630&tbm=isch&tbnid=84Uf6ywdM6ny2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2013/07/08/lac_mgantic_explosion_train_derailment_a_local_risk_due
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Investigations as to why the train moved after the 

brakes had apparently been set, are still in progress.  

The engineer claims to have parked the freight train 

on the main line as ordered, and then followed stan-

dard procedure by shutting down four of the five lo-

comotives.  He stated that he left the lead locomotive 

running to keep air pressure supplied to the train's air 

brakes and that he and set all of the air brakes and 

also applied a number of manual hand brakes. 

It was later determined that the air brakes on all of 

the locomotives and the freight cars had been acti-

vated and in addition, the manual hand brakes on the 

locomotives as well as on 10 of the 72 freight cars 

were set.  Despite that, the train was later seen mov-

ing and investigators are trying to determine whether 

enough brakes were applied, whether they were later 

released either accidentally or on purpose, the quality 

of brakes, and/or whether they could have slowly lost 

pressure!  In addition, crude oil does not usually ex-

plode, and a separate investigation is under way to 

ascertain the actual composition of the train's cargo. 

Regardless of the cause, the town was devastated by 

the huge loss of life, the serious injuries that were 

sustained, and the loss of most of their business cen-

ter. 

The accident in Spain is no mystery.  I am sure that 

by now, most of you have seen the live video footage 

of the train (see photo below), in which at least 79 

people were killed and 94 injured, and like the Cana-

dian disaster, it is clear that this accident was also due 

to the train’s high speed on a curve. 

 

The difference in this case though, is the driver’s ap-

parent recklessness!  Investigators say that just prior 

to the accident, he was driving the 8-coach high-

speed train at 121 mph in a 50mph speed zone, and  

 

that it was doing 111 mph just before the derailment.  

In addition, the locomotive’s ‘black box’ indicates 

that the driver received three warnings to reduce 

speed in the two minutes before the train hurtled off 

the tracks, but he was talking on his phone when the 

first reduced speed zone acoustic warning was re-

ceived, and the last warning came just 250 yards be-

fore the curve where the accident occurred. 

Previously, the driver had posted 

a picture of his speedometer on 

Facebook, showing his train trav-

elling at 210 kph or just over 120 

mph!  It appears obvious that he 

was not used to obeying the rules 

of the railroad! 

What is still unclear, is why the security devices de-

signed to keep the train’s speed within permitted lim-

its, did not activate and slow it down before the crash. 

Upon looking at the many photographs of the terrible 

carnage and tragic injuries that resulted from this hor-

rific accident, my attention was drawn to one specific 

photo – the one below - and it made me wonder about 

prototype versus model railways. 

  

The curve at which the crash occurred appears to 

have an unusually tight radius, which could just be a 

result of the high-angle photo, or may just be the dif-

ference between the radii of the rails both before and 

after the crash site.  Either way, without in any way 

implying that the rail radius was the cause of the acci-

dent, I cannot help feeling that there is something odd 

about the curve and I suspect that none of us would 

voluntarily have a curve like that on our layouts. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=spanish+rail+crash&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AeyawU0MiixdDM&tbnid=_qDVlrWsqsw1VM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323610704578627121281222066.html&ei=liURUqfDLoOsyAHLwoE4&bvm=bv.50768


 3 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

From My Garratt (Cont.)            Henri Morris 

 

Regardless of the above, every accident is a tragedy 

and so far this year, most of them appear to have 

avoidable and as mentioned above, were caused by 

human error.  On the other hand, how many other 

tragedies were averted because of human intervention 

and expertise? 

 

We shall never know, but we should all be grateful to 

the engineers, mechanics, pilots, drivers, etc., who on 

a daily basis, move us and our products across the 

country and across the world.  It is their dedication 

and desire for safety, that has made travel as safe as it 

is today! 

Weathering       David N. Currey 

To weather, or not to weather:  that is the question:  

Weather (sic) 'tis sober in the mind to suffer the 

slings and arrows of outrageous weathering, or to 

take arms against a sea of grimy black, and by dry 

brushing blend them?  

This short article is about weathering, but not about 

any specific techniques.  There's a bunch of people in 

the club more qualified to discuss weathering tech-

niques than I am.  I can weather wood, and weather 

plastic and painted structures and rolling stock pretty 

well, and perhaps someday I'll write about that, but 

this article will discuss the effect of weathering—not 

how to weather. 

I'm a strong proponent for weathering.  I believe that 

most rolling stock and structures should be weath-

ered.  I also believe that the occasional unweathered, 

or minimally weathered item, representing something 

newly built or fresh out of the rebuild shops, is valid 

as well.  However, I'm equally a strong proponent for 

not over-weathering.  I think some scenes, that are 

otherwise beautifully weathered, and I mean magnifi-

cently weathered, actually suffer from over-

weathering.  Over-weathering can have the effect of 

making the entire scene look like there's a great de-

pression going on—worse than the 1930s.  If it's a 

town, in particular, you sort of wonder, “Gee.  This 

town is so economically depressed, how could any-

body there ever afford the expense of transporting 

themselves or their products by train?”  Subject mat-

ter has a lot to do with whether or not you should 

weather.  If your modeling the River Oaks area of 

Houston, I'd suggest not weathering, or such weather-

ing as to be practically unnoticeable.   

There's a cure for this over-weathering malady:  don't 

over-weather.  Okay, I guess that's enough for this 

article.  Time to tie-up. 

Oh.  Do I sense that some of you readers (I think 

there's some of you, anyway—at least one) expect 

more from this article? 

Okay.  I'll stay on the clock.  If you want me to stick 

around for the full eight hours, I'm all game. 

As I said, the cure for not over-weathering is simple:  

don't, or at least that's one cure.  Or, on the contrary, 

if you have really weathered something, and perhaps 

over-weathering actually is the way the real thing 

looked, perhaps you can do something to negate the 

over-weathering somewhat.  The thing I like to do is 

to add some relatively (notice I said relatively) 

brightly colored something to the building or to the 

scene.  When I built my rice drier a number of years 

ago, I thought I had weathered it close to the real 

structure--actually weathered it a little less in fact, but 

it seemed too drab.  I decided to stick two oil barrels 

on the drive by the truck house, one painted blue and 

one painted red (dark red actually), and voila!  In-

stantly I had de‑ weathered the scene a bit.  Now it 

had some life to it.  It looked like something was go-

ing on at this place--like it was in business.   

If you take a close look at color photos of scenes, 

buildings, etc., I think you'll find various things that 

are a relatively bright color here and there.    
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Weathering       David N. Currey 

 

Even if the photo is that rare photo with all drab col-

ors, maybe you shouldn't model it as such.  Or maybe 

weather the structures all drab and all, but add some-

thing or some things that are more brightly colored.  

This will give the scene some life, and make it seem 

more realistic.  If it's a structure, it can be something 

totally unconnected with the building, such as a red 

sports car driving by, or a delivery truck with a 

brightly painted sign on the side panels, or a woman 

in a pink dress standing on the dock, etc.  Advertising 

signs are usually brightly colored, and certainly give 

life to a scene.  Don't over-weather the sign, though.  

I think few companies want their name represented 

by badly decomposing signage.  Though certain signs 

exist, especially for companies out of business, I rec-

ommend not over-weathering the signs very often.   

I think the tendency to over-weather comes from the 

fact that a lot of older photos are black and white.  

Such photos automatically look kind of drab and life-

less.  Weathering has the effect of muting colors, or 

at least turning them to mostly drab grays and 

browns, which makes them perhaps resemble the old 

black and white photos a bit more, especially if they 

are really old photos that have a brownish tinge to 

them.   

I remember an instance when I was on a bus going 

through Ireland.  There was a scene we passed 

through that featured a store right on the street with 

gasoline pumps right at the curb.  Literally.  Cars 

were filled with gasoline while parked in the street at 

the curb.  Most of the buildings in the several blocks 

of the little town probably dated from at least two 

hundred years before.  Now a black and white photo 

of this entire street scene would have been very drab 

as most of the street was.  However, the thing that 

struck me was that the entire building front behind 

the pumps was painted a bright pastel blue—just on 

the one building in the town.  Talk about adding 

some life to the scene!  I noticed this throughout our 

passage through Ireland.  Odd old buildings here and 

there would be painted pastel green, or purple, or 

pink, etc.  Some people actually realized something 

with some color to it looked a lot livelier, and 

brought them added business. 

I'm not recommending that you paint your buildings 

pastel blue, unless you're modeling Irish gas stations 

in 1970, but I think you can see the point I'm making.  

That scene had a life and has stood out in my mem-

ory all these years because of the blue color of the 

building.   

Here's a couple more examples: 

An old barn with weathered wood, a rusted roof, and 

some broken boards could have a nice red Farmall 

tractor parked next to it. 

An old weathered and abandoned house with broken 

windows, bird nests in the eaves, and no paint left, 

could have flowering vines on the front porch railing, 

and/or wildflowers growing in the yard. 

A drab colored freight station with cracked paint in 

its last days of LCL service in the late sixties could 

have boxes on the dock (possibly on pallets) where 

some of them or brightly colored. 

However, the main thing, is do what you like.  If you 

like everything drab, then by all means do that.  The 

hobby is all about enjoyment.  I'm simply offering 

some ideas on how to make things come to life and 

look more realistic, which could possibly increase 

your enjoyment of the hobby. 

Time to tie up—this time I mean it. 

(Continued from page 3) 

We would like to recognize and congratulate Bob Werre on his photography 

in an article in the September 2013 issue of Model Railroader. The article is 

entitled California Dreaming in S Scale. If you are a print subscriber, you can 

also access the issue digitally here.   http://mrr.trains.com/ 
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WVW The Last Run        Bob Sabol 

Recently I received an email from Peter Bryan asking 

that it be distributed to all on the SanJac mailing list. 

I spent a few hours contemplating his email indicat-

ing that he will be moving to the Austin area and 

closing down the WVW. Once it set in that I wasn’t 

dreaming and this was going to happen, I forwarded 

the email.  

 

I had the privilege this past Father’s Day, June 16, 

2013, to be invited to an operations session at Peter’s 

house. This might have been one of the last operating 

sessions, but those in attendance probably did not 

know that fact. When I received a call a couple of 

days earlier and was invited, I told Peter that was the 

best way to end Father’s Day was to play with trains 

from 6-9 PM. He told me I wasn’t the first to tell him 

that. Over the years I was part of this Sunday ritual 

about 3 times per year. This was always the perfect 

way to end a weekend.  

 

Anyone into model train operations in the Houston 

area probably spent many hours bonding with Peter 

and his 8-9 man crews. Peter also had many open 

houses to distant visitors and casual model train peo-

ple of all ages. Peter was always a gracious host.  

 

We will all miss our operation sessions. Peter – thank 

you for the memories. 



 6 

 

Division 8               Leslie Bodak 

If you did not receive this email earlier and would 

like to be on the Division 8 email list, please send me 

an email at lsrdivision8@gmail.com and I will add 

you to the email distribution list. 

  

Division 8 Members, 

Our September clinic will be given by Gordon Bliss. 

Gordon will be going over passenger car operations. 

This clinic will be on September 14. 

 

The remainder of our clinics will be held at Bayland 

Park Community Center located at 6400 Bissonnet, 

Houston, TX 77074. 

Division 8 now has a Facebook page, find us at 

"Lone Star Region – Division 8." 

Please let me know if you have any questions or sug-

gestions for ways to promote model railroading. If 

you would prefer not to receive emails from the divi-

sion, please respond back and I will remove you from 

the list. 

Remember, model railroading is fun! 

 

Leslie Bodak 

Director, Division 8  

 Announcements  

A new email chat list has been created on Yahoo Groups for members of SJMRRC.  This will 

be for discussions, announcements, requests for help, and other information regarding 

SJMRRC, model trains, or prototype trains in general.  

 

Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SJMRRC to request to be added to the list.  

 

Don't forget to bring extra plastic HO wheels to the next meeting so 

they can be used on the layout at Texas Children’s Hospital. Don 

Bozman is handling this project. Refer back to the July Derail issue 

for more details.  

We will hold our election of officers in September. The nomination committee is 

pleased to nominate the following officers: 

President - Dick Louvet 

Vice President - Rex Ritz 

Secretary/Treasurer - Gilbert Freitag 

Director at Large - Robert Ashcraft 

 

The floor will be open for further nominations at the September meeting. The above men-

tioned individuals invite competition! 

Northwest Model Rail Road Crossings is having another swap day. It will be Saturday, October 12th 

at the NWXMRCC Club house in Northwest Mall from 10 to 2 PM. Anyone is welcome to come and 

sell, buy, or trade their items.  Last spring was a good time meeting fellow RR people and chatting.  

Thanks,   David  Gilchrist  

mailto:lsrdivision8@gmail.com


 7 

 
                                       August Minutes                                            Gilbert Freitag 

Meeting minutes August 6, 2013 

 

President Dick Louvet called the meeting to order at 

7:00PM and welcomed all current members and 

guests. We had no visitors. 

 

President Dick announced this month's program: 

Rick White on “HALS”, Houston Area Live Steam-

ers. 

 

Rick segmented his presentation in 5 areas of HALS: 

Operations, Public run days, Gauge 1 steam, Meets, 

and Work days 

 

The current track plan was shown with current/future 

expansions. There are 4 basic routes trains follow. 

Timetables have left and right instructions for sim-

plicity at turnouts. Most train operate with 4 person 

crews due to the large lengths of trains and sidings 

and industry tracks. FRS radios on Channel 7 are 

used for communications. Waybills are used for car 

movements. 

9/26 and 10/26 are the next scheduled Ops days. Ops 

start about 9AM, all are welcome. 

Public run days are on the 3rd Saturday of each 

month. Free ride are given to the public on these 

days. 

Live steam display trains are often run for show on 

public run days. Some are actually used to haul the 

public trains too. Concessions and sale items (Tee 

shirts) are for sale to the public on run days. There is 

a big Tot-For-Tots drive each year, hosted by HALS. 

 

On the Gauge 1 track you can see a 1:32 Bigboy run-

ning, C-16's, and C-25's. These are all very nice, 

scale models that run really well. 

 

There is also a 4.75” gauge section of the club. It has 

expanded some and is used by 1” to the foot and 1-

1/2” to the foot modelers. The popularity of the 4.75” 

track dropped when the Gauge 1 group got up and 

running good. 

 

Meets have a wide variety of equipment to be seen 

and ride on/behind. It is a slower pace day and mode 

relaxing than Ops days. 

 

Work days are on the first Saturday of the month. As 

many as 16 different projects are currently underway. 

 

Next month will be program will be by David Currey 

on the “Official Railway Guide”. 

October: Roundtable on electronics 

November: Phil Stewart 

December: Christmas Party 

 

The minutes from last month were approved as pub-

lished in the Derail. 

 

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag: 

Expenses: 

none 

Income: 

none 

$7,269.43 Ending balance 

 

Club Brochures: Bob Werre has this project in work. 

 

Bob Werre has a nice article in this month's Model 

Railroader magazine. 

 

The Houston Zoo is in need of “G” scale track for a 

display if you have some to donate. 

 

Division 8 will try to go together with the San Jac 

club to have a table/booth at the “World's Greatest 

Hobby on Tour” show at the GRM in January. Over 

33,000 attended last year. 

 

Website: The board met to discuss the use of Go-

Daddy as a web host but will table that discussion for 

now as Jim Lemmond has volunteered to get the 

“old” website back up and running “very soon”. This 

is very important for use during our fall layout tours. 

Steve Sandifer suggested we lose the “leoslair” do-

main name. The board will research this and make a 

more permanent decision at a later date. Ed Rains 

mentioned HALS pays about $100/year for their do-

main name and have “plenty” of space.  

 

LSR: 

Beaumont will be hosting the 2015 LSR Convention, 

chaired by George Bohn. 

 

Division 8: 

Leslie Bodak mentioned that Hermann Park is host-

ing a PBS fund raiser with a train theme on Sept 21st.  
     (continued on page 8) 
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                                       August Minutes (Cont.)                                  Gilbert Freitag 

 

Contact her for information if you/we want to set up a 

display at this event. It will not be a “pay” for dis-

play. 

 

Steve Barclay will host a clinic on building cars on 

August 17th at 10AM at Bayland. 

 

Derail: Bob Sabol 

About 154 emailed Derails go out each month. 

Please submit photos/articles soon to add quality/

information for our Derail readers. Remember the 

deadline for submissions if the 15th. We have 2 loyal 

authors but we more contributors/authors and more 

towards modeling. 

 

NMRA: 

Ron Burns reported on the Atlanta NMRA Conven-

tion: 

It was a pretty good show with about 1200 attendees. 

Ron took 2 layout tours that were close to the Hotel 

and were run on time. There were several large lay-

outs. The “General” and the “Texan” historic steam 

engines were on display in Atlanta. There was also a 

40 foot by 380 foot extremely impressive painting on 

display. The banquet had a Lucy and Desi show and 

the food was good. Ron went to several good muse-

ums in the area. The contest was “light” on entries.  

 

The 2017 NMRA Convention will be near Disney 

World in Florida. 

 

New Business: 

 

Fall layout Tours: Craig Brantley 

We have 33 individuals plus 3 clubs signed up so far. 

Everyone should have received an email about which 

weekend you want to be open. 

Suggested areas are: 

Nov 2,3 East, Crosby 

Nov 9,10 North, Conroe, Spring, Kingwood, Tomball 

Nov 16,17 Northwest, Katy, Bryan, College Station 

Nov 23,24 South, Southwest, Pearland, Sugarland, 

Dickinson, Galveston 

Nov 30, Dec 1 Thanksgiving layouts, Beaumont, Or-

ange 

 

The National Narrow Gauge Convention is coming to 

Houston in 2015, 1000+ attendees are expected.  

 

Jim Lemmond asked for volunteers to go down to the 

Galveston Model Railroad Club layout owned by Bill 

Hughs to help inventory the collection in preparation 

of an upcoming sell off. Lots of rolling stock and fine 

scale buildings need to be catalogued for “fair” sale 

in the coming years as Bill's health begins to weaken. 

 

Keith Thompson, now in the Seattle area, has under-

gone cancer treatments and needs our prayers. 

 

There will be a special on trains on PBS this Wednes-

day at 7 PM. 

 

Larry's Hobbies has closed its train section. 

 

KMJ is setting up a train store offering 10-50% dis-

counts. Jim Brandenburg is the owner. No storefront 

yet, web only: kmjmodeltrains.com 

 

Barry Bogs mentioned the Petticoat Model RR group 

meets the first Friday of the month at Valley Ranch 

BBQ, near 249 & Spring Cypress. Models are dis-

played and it is an informal meeting/group.  

  

Fall officer elections: 

Nominating committee Robert Ashcraft and Steve 

Sandifer worked up the slate of candidates for next 

month's elections: Dick Louvet – Pres, Rex Ritz – 

Vice pres, Gilbert Freitag – Sec/Treas, Robert 

Ashcraft – Director at large. Nominations from the 

floor are welcome too. 

 

Old Business: 

Don Bozman still needs HO, plastic wheels sets with 

pointed metal axles for use at the hospital layout. 

Please bring your extras to the next meeting. 

 

Refreshments were thanks to Gilbert & Emmy 

Freitag and Virginia Freitag. 

Next month will be by Tom Bailey. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM 

 

General comments: 

-Respectfully submitted, Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / 

Treasurer  
 

(Continued from page 7) 
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President: Richard Louvet 

rlouvet@att.net 

Vice-President: Kelly Russell 

krussl@yahoo.com  

Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag 

gilbertfreitag@att.net 

Director:  Tracy Mitchell, MMR 

traymit@comcast.net 

Officers 

Derail Staff 

San Jac RR Club Meetings take place 

the first Tuesday of each month 
 

Bayland Community Center    

6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx 
 

Click here for directions 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Next Meeting 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 

The Official Guide of the Railways Clinic:  Where sixteen uses meet 

the sea of attendees.  The PowerPoint presentation by David N. Currey 

will be illustrated by a multitude of examples from Official Guides 

dating from 1930 to 1969. No model railroader should be without one 

or more copies of this informative periodical from the eras in which he 

is interested. Rumor has it there may be a door prize handed out to one 

lucky attendee.   

 

    Guess the Layout!  

Answer to August’s Guess the Layout: Galveston Club  

 

 

2013: Steam Locomotive Parade at Wolsztyn in Poland. 

(Warning- lower your speaker volume) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poaqpThcDdY  

Video Corner 

sanjac.leoslair.com 
 Do Not Use www. 

Webmaster: Chris Whitehead  

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Bayland+Community+Center+6400+Bissonnet+St.+Houston,Tx&oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl

