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President’s Message
In the January 1966 Model Railroader (the year I got married),
Linn Westcott published and editorial about “Discipline? In a
Hobby?”.

In sitting down to write this, I was thinking about a message
for the New Year. That editorial made the point that the hobby
is for our personal enjoyment and no one can tell us how to go
about it. But Westcott also said that some kinds of fun cannot
be enjoyed without a little pain.

A lot of that “pain” involves parts of the hobby with which we
are unfamiliar or uncomfortable. Most of that “pain” disappears once we actually start an unattractive phase of our railroading hobby.

Rereading Westcott’s editorial led me to think about being a
San Jac member in the New Year. The club affords all of us
the incentive to complete those long delayed projects as well
as the expert advice to add new skills to our tool box. The
New Year is a great time to take stock and set some goals. It is

Richard Louvet

a matter of starting and taking advantage of the help that is out
there.

This leads me to the obvious point (as a club officer) that
some of these new skills could include a clinic at one of the
meetings or at the train show. Of course, the Derail is always
looking for articles. I for one would be happy to assist anyone
in this effort.

Bring a potential member to a meeting or the train show. The
future of our club is in new members. I can’t help but feel
there are many closet model railroaders out there. Many are at
the stage of life when time and money could be available and
just need the fire lit to get into the hobby.

Finally, volunteering for the club is what keeps it going. Specifically, the positions of responsibility are critical. Think
about working as a club officer or working with one of the
event chairmen.

High Speed Railway in Beijing, China

2

For the January 8 San Jac meeting, Blake Bogs will be presenting a clinic on how to modify photos. He will be using
Gimp instead of Photoshop. This program has all the bells and whistles of Photoshop, but is absolutely free. In this clinic, Blake will
attempt to show you how to make a poor photo into one of the best you have ever seen. You will also learn how to make a present
day picture, into a picture that looks like it was taken 100 years ago.
HOMEWORK: I know you are probably thinking, “Who is this kid to think he can give homework to us??”, but it’s to prepare you
for the clinic. Your assignment is to go to http://www.gimp.org/and download the program, then try to play around with it a little bit.
That way you will have some familiarity with the software during the clinic.

In the clinic you will go from this photo

.

to this photo
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December Minutes

Gilbert Freitag

Annual Christmas party at Gil & Virginia Freitag's home.

$15.00 Bank fee (balance less than $7,500)

A good time was had by all who attended.

Income:

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag:

none

Expenses:

$5567.62 Ending balance

$904.97 Fall layout tour printing

General comments:

$200.00 NMRA donations in memory of Tom Cobb and Don Threlkeld

-Respectfully submitted, Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer

$75.00 100% NMRA Club certificate for Train Show insurance
$24.55 Train show expense – stamps and envelopes
$100.00 Bayland Center deposit

Guess the Layout!

Answer to Decembers’ Guess the Layout: Steve Barkley
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San Jac RR Club Meetings take place
the first Tuesday of each month

Bayland Community Center
6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx
Click here for directions

Visitors are always welcome!

Officers
President: Richard Louvet
rlouvet@att.net
Vice-President: Kelly Russell

krussl@yahoo.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag
gilbertfreitag@att.net
Director: Tracy Mitchell, MMR
traymit@comcast.net

Derail Staff
Editor: Bob Sabol
bsabol@stillmeadow.com
Production: Kathryn Monds
kmonds@stillmeadow.com
Regular Contributors:
Henri Morris
morris-hou@att.net
Peter Bryan
peterb@pdq.net
David Currey

texasandlouisiana@msn.com

If You Enjoy The Derail, Please
Consider Contributing an Article!

sanjac.leoslair.com
Do Not Use www.

Webmaster: Jim Lemmond

Next Meeting
TUESDAY
JAN 8

Best Wishes for a Happy
and Prosperous New Year
from your Derail Staff!

See You There!
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