
   

 

At this point I can only speculate 

how well the Greater Houston Train 

show went since the Derail deadline 

is several days before the actual 

event.  The weather is predicted to 

be good, I think road construction is 

minimal and because we‘ve re-

ceived some good publicity we 

should be busy fun time on Satur-

day. 

 

Certainly everyone who helped with the event deserves our 

praise.  I also give special thanks to those who‘ve accom-

plished their various tasks for many years on end.  After 

all, their pay leaves a lot to be de-

sired! 

 

To that end, a few days ago, while 

waiting for some repaired decoders 

to arrive, I gathered my camera and a 

few lenses so I could create a tribute 

to all those who helped with the 

show.  I photographed my own lay-

out with many of the extra figures 

that I sometimes carry with me when photographing lay-

outs…I call them ‗throw down‘ bodies.  I positioned them 

in various situations that a railroad would have that also 

applies to our recent show.  I hope you enjoy the results! 

 

Next, our shirt project is progressing 

with the help of Peter Bryant, who I 

understand has found a supplier 

closer to us. 

 

At the last meeting I brought up the 

possibility of giving the layout own-

ers on the Fall Tour a token of our 

appreciation for their efforts.  At the 

close of the meeting, Jim Hinds 

mentioned that the N scale folks 

give out plaques that resemble loco-

motive builders plates.  That struck 

me as the perfect reward.  If one 

were to use a common bronze EMD 

or ALCO plate, reduce it down, 

change the wording, add our logo 

and make enough copies in ure-

thane, it would look excellent in the layout room.  I‘ll do 

some investigation on this if the membership feels this is 

worthwhile.  

 

Also in regards to our Fall tour and 

the need for yard signs.  I now have 

two volunteers to make this happen.  

I think one more individual will 

make this a full house.  At this point 

I think two dozen signs should fill 

our needs with perhaps a few extras. 

 

At the next meeting, I will again set 

up my camera and lights to photograph any remaining in-

dividuals who want their portraits in the membership di-

rectory.  I hope to be setup by about 6:40 and then again 

during the break.  Also we need to include your personal 

information, your modeling scale, 

NMRA membership number, any 

other memberships and information 

you wish to share.  Remember how-

ever, that you must be a NMRA 

member to be considered a San Jac 

member.   

                                       President’s Message                              Bob Werre 
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A long time ago… I was 13 years old.  I loved the Santa Fe 

Railroad.  To me there was nothing prettier than War Bonnet 

F units pulling a string of stainless steel passenger cars, 

which still holds true today.  I modeled in N scale and was 

building a layout from the Atlas N Scale Layout Plans book. 

 

My parents supported my model railroading hobby both con-

structively and financially.  They willingly drove me to 

hobby shops and train shows.  They searched out tourist rail-

roads and hobby shops for me when we went on vacation 

too.  Neither of my parents have any interest whatsoever in 

trains nor model railroading.  I owe them dearly for all of 

their lost spare time spent pursuing my interest when I was 

growing up.  My parents, John and Carol, now live across the 

street from us and still assist greeting guests at my annual 

layout open house. 

 

On one of our trips to G&G Model Shop I found out about an 

upcoming train show.  So my parents escorted me to it.  

Turns out it was an LSR event and I could not get in without 

being a NMRA member.  Well my parents signed me up and 

then sat in the hotel lobby while I went to the meet.  Later in 

the day we went on the layout tour.  One layout we visited 

was Gil Freitag‘s HO scale Stony Creek and Western Rail-

road.  It was much smaller than today but no less spectacular.  

It was like visiting Disneyland (Disney World was not open 

yet).  I could not believe the huge bridges, detail of the struc-

tures and realism of the scenery.  My mouth was wide open 

with amazement.  I had never seen anything like it! 

 

As I explored the layout I was curious as to why there was N 

scale track on a HO scale layout.  A tall young man was 

greeting visitors; his name was Gilbert ―Gil‖ Freitag.  I in-

quired about the N scale track.  Gil informed me that it was-

n‘t N scale, it was HO narrow gauge. What?  ―What is nar-

row gauge?‖ I asked.  Gil proceeded to explain the different 

gauges to me and how Colorado used narrow gaugebecause 

of the mountainous terrain.  Gil was so accommodating to me 

and his attitude towards kids made a life long impression on 

me.  Well after that visit I was hooked; narrow gauge was the 

neatest thing I had ever seen.  To this day, I remember first 

seeing the narrow gauge tracks winding around the mountain 

to get to Sierra Vista.  It was awesome!  Gil‘s layout contin-

ues to have that effect on visitors and I discover something 

new every time I visit. 

 

Seeing Gil‘s layout changed my model railroading life! For-

get the N scale layout, now I wanted HO narrow gauge.  A 

trip to the downtown library yielded an abundance of infor-

mation about Colorado narrow gauge.  The first book I 

checked out was ―The Silver San Juan‖, by Mallory Hope 

Ferrell, about the Rio Grande Southern railroad.  The pictures 

were incredible!  Back then the library had 8mm silent mov-

ies you could check out and there were many on Colorado 

narrow gauge railroads and I saw them all, two at a time.  I 

was fascinated with how the trains hugged the cliffs, the 

bridges, and how the mountains dwarfed the trains.  After 

some research my mind-set became it would be narrow 

gauge or nothing! 

 

A couple of years passed and my interest in N scale was dead 

(no offense to N scalers).  I had to get some HOn3 equipment 

but where?  One Saturday my parents and I struck out to go 

find the new hobby shop in town, The Bellaire Roundhouse, 

and found out it was in a very secluded location.  When I 

walked in and saw several glass cases full of new brass loco-

motives my mouth was wide open again… this happens to 

me a lot.  Hey, Mom and Dad they have HOn3!  The owner, 

Wayne Weiss slid open the glass door and showed us several 

HOn3 models.  I was convinced that the K-27 was the best 

locomotive ever built and there sat a bare brass Westside K-

27 glistening under the display lights.  ―How much is that 

one‖ I said.  Wayne replied, ―$175.00.‖   Now my parent‘s 

mouths were wide open… it runs in the family.  Well, 

$175.00 was a tad more than they expected to spend on this 

outing so I left empty handed. 

 

For months all I talked about was the Westside K-27.   Then 

my birthday came and my parents gave me the surprise of my 

life when I opened my present.   There was a red, white and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Station Stops 

March 12, 2011  - East Texas & Gulf Model Railroad Club 9am-2pm, Grace Lutheran Church, 2300 Edelman Road, Orange, TX 

March 18-20, 2011 – Layout Design and Operation Weekend, Tulsa, OK  

June 9-12, 2011 – LSR Convention, Lubbock 

July 3-9, 2011 – NMRA National Convention, Sacramento, CA 

Narrow-Minded               Craig Brantley         Why I’m so  
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blue box with Westside Models printed on it.  What‘s this?  The end of the box read ―K-27 Piston Valve HOn3‖!!!  My par-

ents had made a covert trip to the Bellaire Roundhouse without me!  WOW… I was in hog heaven.  Time to sell off the N 

scale! 

 

Over the next 20 years I amassed a collection of 30 HOn3 locomotives and built too many car kits to count.  I built a couple of 

modular HOn3 layouts with friends but dreamed of having an empire like Gil‘s.  In 1995 my wife Laurie and I decided to 

build a house so I could finally get my train room!  We found a neighborhood that built homes with ―Texas basements‖ (room 

over the garage) and my new train room would be 32‘ x 21‘.  We purchased the home, started construction and I started plan-

ning my HOn3 empire. 

 

I became friends with another well known narrow minded modeler, Barry Bogs.  Barry models narrow gauge in 1:22.5, G 

scale.  He purchased On3 (1/4‖ scale) locomotives to use as templates to scratch build his large scale locomotives.  Since I 

building a large train room Barry tried to convince me to move to a larger scale.  His perseverance paid off and in 1996 I sold 

my HOn3 collection lock, stock and barrel.  I then started my On3 collection by purchasing several locomotives from Barry‘s 

private stock. 

 

Today I am building my O scale Denver and Rio Grande Western-Spring Division layout.  It is a freelance rendition of the 

D&RGW and RGS railroads.  While my train room is large to some, it is small for O scale.  I need a larger room!  I am cur-

rently trying to convince Laurie that we need to build another 3600 sq. ft. home but modify it to have 1600 sq. ft. living space 

and a 2000 sq. ft. train room.  Wish me luck! 

 

This year will mark 40 years of being Narrow Minded and it has been a great journey.  I can not convey the depth of my grati-

tude to my parents, Laurie, Gil, Barry and countless others that have supported my narrow mindedness all of these years.    

Thank you all! 

 

You can monitor my layout progress at: www.drgw-sd.com and be sure to visit during my next open house. 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

                                           Guess the Layout!                answer revealed next month  

http://www.drgw-sd.com/
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REALISTIC MODELING 

It is probably safe to say that most model railroaders strive for 

realism, but like beauty, realism is in the eye of the beholder - 

and it can also take many forms.  To some modelers, realism 

means that every locomotive, piece of rolling stock, and/or 

structure, and/or all scenery on their layout, must be an accurate 

copy of the full-size original.  This means that every rivet must 

be accurate and in place, and every wheel, brick or tree, must be 

just like it is (or was) ‗on the real thing‘ - and they will often 

have no hesitation in pointing this out to you so in great detail! 

To other modelers, realism means less about visual accuracy and 

more about operations.  These builders will often lay as much 

track as possible, combined with broad, realistic curves for run-

ning and a maze of sidings for switching.  On these layouts, 

realistic scenery and rolling stock generally takes second place 

to running trains on time and according to schedule. 

I raise this issue because I am getting ready to tear down and 

then rebuild my layout, and it got me to thinking about the real-

ism that I want on my new ‗empire‘.  I want to be able to run 

trains with at least six passenger cars or ten freight cars.  I want 

to do switching.  Most important of all though, I want my layout 

to be realistic.  The question therefore is what level of realism 

can I realistically achieve on a South African Railways (SAR) 

based layout in Houston, Texas? 

It is obviously difficult to get SAR loco‘s and rolling stock here 

in the US, but I have built up a large collection over the years 

and try to be as realistic as possible when building kits or 

scratch-building models.  Fortunately, I don‘t have to go to ex-

tremes in this regard, because it is highly unlikely that anyone 

here would know enough to look at one of my hand-built pas-

senger cars and tell me for example, that it is running on the 

wrong type or size of wheels! 

Accordingly, even if I cannot always be as accurate as I would 

like to be with my rolling stock, I can be, and am, particular 

about my scenery, towns and buildings.  I therefore want my 

new layout to have an even better level of realism than my cur-

rent one and in order to accomplish this, have been looking for 

new ideas and ways to add new details and features that will 

heighten its visual effect. 

The January 2010 Model Railroader had an article entitled 

―Don‘t finish that project!‖, with photographs and a brief discus-

sion about including uncompleted construction sites on a layout.  

I can endorse this suggestion because I included an under-

construction-street scene, complete with semi-visible under-

ground pipes and cables when I built my layout a number of 

years ago, and the comments that this little cameo has elicited 

from visitors, has been truly gratifying.  (See photo) 

 

Other more recent MR articles that I intend to utilize have pro-

vided additional, comprehensive tips about adding detailed store

-front windows to shopping centers, and adding details to the 

roofs of buildings. 

In addition to reading, I am always amazed at the inventiveness 

and thought processes of other modelers, and invariably pick up 

one or more new ideas whenever I visit other layouts.  For ex-

ample, after seeing one that included a swimming pool next to a 

house, I included one on my layout but in addition, added an 

outdoor barbeque scene and a group of teenagers in swimming 

gear, washing their prize car! 

So my question (and plea) to you now is, ‗What ideas do you 

have in this regard?‘.  Send me an e-mail with your ideas for 

adding unique and realistic items to a layout and I will share 

these with others in our group in a future column.  I will hope-

fully also be able to add them to my new layout as it is being 

built.  My e-mail address to send your ideas is morris-

hou@att.net. 

As a final thought though, remember that realism can sometimes 

be taken to extremes.  Although I want my layout to reflect the 

realism of the SAR, I probably will not glue riders to the outside 

of my suburban trains - even though the attached photograph 

clearly shows guys clinging on like gekko‘s to the sides and rear 

of a Cape Town bound train! 

 

Henri Morris 

mailto:morris-hou@att.net
mailto:morris-hou@att.net
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Three hardy souls (or is that "foolhardy"?) journeyed up 

to Big D to take in the new Green Line  that DART 

opened recently.  Accompanying me were John Murdock 

(brother of Dan), and Randall Baron, a friend from work.  

It was on Saturday, January 29, 2011.  The weather turned 

out really nice.  Despite forecasts of a 40% chance of 

thurderstorms in the Dallas area that were issued a few 

days before our event, the day turned out to be in the 

upper sixties, with blue skies, and only a touch of clouds.  

(You'll have to look hard to see any clouds at all in the 

accompanying photos.) 

 

DART is serious about its light rail.  Whereas Houston 

Metro seems to be building mostly a low speed streetcar 

system, DART's is designed to move people and move 

them fast.  Speeds up to 65 mph occur in many places.  

Whereas Houston's light rail is designed to bump bumpers 

with street traffic, Dallas' light rail right-of-way is in most 

cases separated from the streets, with overpasses, 

underpasses, or tunnels under streets almost everywhere.  

The only areas "in the street" are on a short section at the 

end of one of the southern terminuses, and in the 

downtown area. 

 

Each of the Dallas lines are about 28 miles in length, 

compared to 7 miles for Houston's lone line now.  

Ticketing is quick and convenient—the machines taking 

both cash and bank cards.  Various fare structures exist 

including a 24-hour light rail pass for $4.00, and a 24-

hour commuter train/light rail pass for $7.00.  We had our 

tickets spot-checked early on, but not later during the 

afternoon when the crowds increased.  (A non-payer was 

removed at Union Station on the way into town.)  The 

trains were well patronized, but never approached 

standing-room-only. 

 

The new Green Line extends from Buckner in the 

southeast to North Carrollton in the northwest, with about 

2/3 of the line northwest of downtown Dallas.  The 

northwest portion has to be seen to be believed.  Many 

long portions are elevated.  (Try selling that to Houston's 

fickle public.)  It was built along an ex-MKT line that still 

has a large number of rail served industries.  Sometimes 

the light rail track would be to the right or left of the 

freight line, but in most cases it was often elevated—

sometimes directly over the ex-MKT line.  The cost of 

this portion of line probably will probably exceed what 

the entire Houston light rail system will cost from 

inception through the next 20 years. 

 

DART light rail stations are airy and friendly.  The trains 

are modern and clean.  If I were to try to come up with 

terms to delineate the Dallas and Houston lines, I would 

probably say that Houston has a light rail street car 

system whereas Dallas has heavy light rail—almost 

commuter rail in nature.   

 

DART has done away with the long ramps for wheel 

chair passengers that required entry through a special door 

on the train.  All these ramps are now roped off and 

marked as closed.  Now, all new trains have a central 

section that has a lower floor, and wheel chair passengers 

can just wheel right on from platform level.  Older trains 

have been rebuilt to include such a section.   

 

On weekends, the trains run like clockwork every 20 

minutes.  We had only two delays that were easily made 

up.  One was when the DART police removed the non-

paying passenger.  The other was undetermined on our 

last jaunt back down south to the station where we parked 

Photos: David N. Currey (Continued on page 6) 

                      Dallas Light Rail Expedition 2011                     David N. Currey 
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our car. 

 

The new route starts in the southeast and goes by Fair 

Park, where the Cotton Bowl and state fairgrounds are 

located.  It then enters downtown from the northeast and 

traverses the same street as the red and blue lines do, 

heading southwest.  While technically in the street here, 

there is no vehicle traffic on these streets except for a 

couple of blocks on one side only.  The route passes by the 

popular West End, where many restaurants exist, and then 

curves right to head northwest, thereby not entering Union 

Station.  It passes Love Field and has a station stop there.  

It then continues on to North Carrollton.  There is to be a 

connection there to future commuter rail or an extension 

there eventually further northwest. 

 

Restaurants abound on most routes, but I unfortunately 

scheduled our lunch out on the Blue Line to the northeast, 

which had not one restaurant within walking distance of 

any stations until we returned nearly to downtown.  We 

dined at an up scale pizza parlor near the City Place 

subway station that was surprisingly good in quality. 

 

Our itinerary included a viewing of the northbound Texas 

Eagle in Union Station.  Our light rail Blue Line train was 

scheduled into Union Station 2 minutes before the Amtrak 

was due.  I told John, "I bet the Eagle is sitting in the 

station when we get there.  I betcha it arrived early."  He 

wouldn't believe it possible for an Amtrak train to arrive 

on time, much less early.  I tried to get him to bet a 

quarter, but he wouldn't back up his belief with hard cold 

cash.  Nevertheless, as we rounded the curve into Union 

Station, there was the Eagle waiting patiently at the 

platform, its passengers already disembarked.  John was 

flabbergasted, and wanted to know how I knew it was 

going to get in early.  I simply explained that the freight 

railroads are running fewer freights due to the recession, 

so Amtrak has been running mostly on time all over the 

country.   

 

While we were hanging around Union Station, we also 

caught the departure of a Trinity Railway Express 

commuter train to Fort Worth. 

 

Interestingly, the DART light rail system has what model 

railroaders would call a "show loop".  There is a wye 

connection from the southeast portion of the Green Line 

into the north end of the old shop yards.  The southern 

connection from the shops wyes into the Blue and Red 

lines south of downtown, thus creating the big show loop 

going through the downtown area.  I doubt if Dart realize 

they have such a feature. 

 

If you would like to see the capabilities of what light rail 

can be, go up to Dallas and ride their system.  Be prepared 

to be blown away. 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Photos: Bob Werre 



 7 

I was at an operating session here in Houston last month and the owner of the railroad suggested that he did not have 

enough names or did not know enough people to invite to his sessions. I suggested to him couple of solutions: 

 

During your open house/houses indicate on the guest book that you are looking for new operators and have them leave 

their phone number or contact information. I probably have at least 20 of my 100+ operators from this method. At one of 

my recent sessions, I had a new guy that took the Kenova Job and he was outstanding. He had never been on the WVW 

before. BTW, from this method, I had 6 people ask to get on my operators list from the November Open House. 

 

Ask me for my list of 100+ operators and I will send it to you by email. This will be a great way to spread the news. I 

will be more than happy to send to you!! 

peterb@pdq.net or you can call me at 832-237-4388 

 

There are a lot of people in Houston that would like (love) to try operations and yet do not get the chance because we 

invite people we know or our regulars to all our sessions. We exclude any new people. I suggest that at some of your 

sessions, you invite one new operator to your Railroad. Try it. It really is rewarding to see the enjoyment of new opera-

tors. 

 

If you have some operators that would like to try new railroads, add them to my list that I will make available to all. In 

addition, we all ought to try to have more OP sessions than we do. If you could do just one session a month, that would 

add (according to my very rough calculation) over 1200 slots in 2011!! That is a lot of options to introduce new people 

to the hobby.  

 

Another thing I have done is a father/mother- son/daughter operating session. Yes there is some confusion but it is a 

great way  to get new, young people involved in this great hobby of ours. 

 

And since we unfortunately have lost one of our regular operating sessions (that took about 24 slots each month), we 

need to pick up the slack for Gil and Virginia by having more operating sessions. 

 

So please consider what I have said and see if you can invite new/more- have more operating session for 2011 and be-

yond. I really hope you will try. 

 

Thank you for listening! 

                                            Operators Corner                             Peter Bryan  

mailto:peterb@pdq.net
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        February 2011 Meeting Minutes  

Meeting minutes February 1, 2011 

President Bob Werre called the meeting to order at 7:05PM and 

introduced our visitors. Bob showed a local Rosenburg paper ad 

from the train show...good public relations. 

Vice president Don Formanek introduced the night's presenta-

tion: 

Tracy Mitchell stepped in to give a presentation on Colorado 

Narrow Gauge Railroading. Tracy focused on the Alamosa area. 

His presentation consisted of a narrative slide show. The area is 

basically a high desert that get lots of snow. Alamosa was a big 

Maintenance of Way hub. A lot of the equipment used here was 

later used by the Cumbres & Toltec R.R. Tracy showed several 

slide of the old MOW equipment as well as standard and narrow 

gauge mixed trains. GP-7's,9's,30's, and 40's were among the 

diesels show along with some late steam. Various water tanks 

and examples of dual gauge track work were shown. 

March's presentation will be on the McKenzie Bros tree making 

machine by Craig Brantley.  

 

Old Business: 

none 

 

New Business: 

Bob Werre asked for a volunteer to help Steve Sandifer who 

will be open during the train show. 

 

Bob brought up the idea of some kind of recognition for those 

who have opened their layouts many times over the years. He 

showed a medallion as one way of doing this. Bob also brought 

up the layout yard signs for discussion. Bob Ellis suggested 

casting a resin emblem but Bob Werre stated the commercially 

cast/engraved emblems are fairly inexpensive. Bob Barnett 

talked about the wood yard signs that have lasted 20+ years. 

 

Derail: Bob Sabol 

Each of us needs to contribute to the Derail by writing about our 

personal involvement in the hobby. Maybe Peter Bryan could do 

a column on operation, Tracy on modeling tips, etc. We could 

also publish candid shots of our home layouts. 

 

 

Great Houston Train Show: Bob Barnett 

The area leads were listed and the areas still needing help were: 

afternoon registration desk, club sales table, switching layout, 

and tear down crews. We all need to do a part. Thanks to Ed 

Dibble for sending out 549 advertisement postcards. Craig 

Brantley announced he had about 10 home layouts lined up so 

far. 

Division 8: Jim Lemmond 

There is a chili cook-off planned for April 16 at the train station 

in Alvin. Clinics in the Orange/Beaumont area will be starting 

March 12th, check the website for details. Feel free to email Jim 

about your local club meeting dates and to set up clinics. 

The LSR convention will be June 9-12 in Lubbock. 

Tracy Mitchell reported the Marker Lamp is running a little late 

to make sure all the convention registration packet gets in the 

issue. Ballots will also be in the next issue. 

 

Refreshments were thanks to Robert Ashcraft and Virgina 

Freitag. R. Vanderwilt volunteered to bring the treats in March.  

 

Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag: 

Expenses: 

$166.21 GHTS advertisement postcards 

$7.34 member cards 

Income: none 

$5881.41 Ending balance with all bills paid. 

 

NMRA: 

no report 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40PM 

General comments:  55 people were present at the meeting. 

 

-Respectfully submitted, Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer 
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March 1 Meeting   

McKenzie Bros. 

Tree-Making 

Machine 

Presented by   

Craig Brantley 

 

Thanks to all of you who have generously con-

tributed pictures and articles! We still have a 

few in reserve, but keep them coming! 

Wanted 

Anyone interested in going to the Layout Design and Operations  

Weekend in Tulsa, Oklahoma March 18, 19, 20 

See pages 4-7 in the December Derail for further details.  

Please contact me. I am looking for carpoolers/room sharers. 

Don Formanek 

281/821-9876 locogeared@gmail.com  

Photo: Bob Werre 
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