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President’s Message

Bob Werre

We missed many of you folks at the last meeting. You missed a
good presentation of trains both prototype and some models
from across the pond. Many thanks to Don McClelland for his
efforts.

Since we ran a little short on time during the last meeting, I didn‟t bring up the need for signage for the Fall Tour. Thus far
only one member has indicated a willingness to help put together some additional crossbucks for the Fall Tour. I really
think 3-4 guys could put together an assembly line and make
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At the January meeting, a show of hands indicated that obtaining club shirts was almost universally desired pending some
possible options. Steve Sandifier has contact with a reliable
supplier who will provide us with additional information at the
upcoming meeting.
I want to welcome Peter Howell as our new Facebook moderator. Perhaps this will develop into a good club communication
avenue especially for new faces. So I encourage everyone to
become a „friend‟.
It can only help in our effort in recruiting some new members.

I am hoping that we have some members who are going to step
forward with some new clinics for our monthly meetings. There
are a lot of things that club members would like to hear and see
that could be presented. I personally like the history part of our
hobby but I rarely have time or money to do the research required especially if it‟s a railroad I don‟t model. I always enjoy
hearing about railroads that ran in other parts of the country or
were so small they were missed by the big magazines.

2011 San Jac Train Show Clinics
TIME

CLINI-

CLINIC TITLE

SUMMARY OF CLINIC TOPIC

11:00
AM

Steve
Sandifer

Howard Branch of the
Santa Fe

Steve will give a presentation on how to go about modeling the Howard Branch of
the ATSF.

11:00
AM

Robert
Pierce

12:30
PM

Bob
Sabol

Just Getting Started

Bob will share with you the steps he took to start, maintain, and continue an active
interest in model railroading for over 20 years in a hobby of fun and relaxation.

12:30
PM

Denny
McGonigle

Scenery Hands-on

Denny will demonstrate his technique for modeling scenery. Ten members of the
audience will get to participate and actually create scenery on their own little modules.

2:00 PM

Greg
Johnson

2:00 PM

Art
Borman

3:30 PM

Doug
Weiskopf

3:30 PM

Robert
Ashcraft

UP Steam Over the Years Robert, a professional photographer, will expand on his recent presentation at the
Around the Houston Area San Jacinto Model Railroad Club to include UP steam from past years in the Houston area.

Houston Dock Railroad Greg 's presentation will explain all that is involved in a realistic modeling of the
Modeling
Houston docks from a railroad perspective.
Why I Modeled
Thurmond

Art's presentation will explain why he chose to model the C&O's town of Thurmond, West Virgina, and how he modeled it.

Houston: Where 18 Rail- Doug, a railroad book author, will give his noted presentation on Houston, which
roads Met the Sea
was a railroad hub affording many railroads access to its port.
Track Laying for
Beginners

Robert will demonstrate how to lay track. His demonstration will cover sectional
track, flex track, turnouts, wiring, and switch machines.

The Greater Houston Train Show - IT’S HERE!!
Calling all San Jacinto Club Volunteers:

Switching Layout: Dave Shafer

We passed around sign up sheets at the January Meeting
and got about 60% of the slots filled. We will have the
sign up sheets again at the February meeting so please
consider taking a time slot (Good positions are still
available!!)

Advance Publicity: Steve Sandifer

Tracy Mitchell is assembling a crew for the contest room
so finish up those models you have been working on.
And Craig Brantley just sent out the layout tour notice/
invitations. So if you have an operating railroad consider being on the tour.
So far have the following staff Volunteers:
Vendor Table Sales: Don Bozman

Publicity Mail Out: Ed Dibble
Display Layouts: Bob Barnett
Plus a lot of folks who signed up for individual shifts.
A big Thank You goes to Past President Robert
Ashcraft for getting the club re-established as an AllNMRA Club and for applying for our NMRA insurance
certificate. This is something that no matter how early
we start (and Robert started in October) we always get
alarmingly close to the show before we receive the Certificate.

Clinics: David Currey
Contest Room: Tracy Mitchell

See you at the February Meeting

San Jacinto Sales Table: Tom Bailey
Layout Tours: Craig Branteley
Registration Table: Ed Dibble
Gilbert Freitag
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Greater Houston Train Show Contacts
Chairman:
Bob Barnett rbarnett@sparks-barlow.com
(713) 660-8820
Club Sales Table Chairman:
Tom Bailey ritabailey1@aol.com
(713) 774-6990
Vendor Sales Chairman:
Don Bozman don_bozman@att.net
(281) 481-0352

Engineer/Conductor and Mechanic Jobs at Hermann Park
My name is Ron Misrack and I am the Director, Visitor Services for Hermann Park Conservancy. We are a non
-profit citizens group charged with the stewardship of Hermann Park. One of my responsibilities is the management of the Hermann Park Railroad. I wanted to ask for your assistance for a couple of future job openings.
1. As we get closer to Spring, I will be in need of additional Engineers/Conductors for my train operation. They would be part time positions. I am particularly looking for retired people with a love of trains and a
strong focus on customer service. I really want to create more of an amusement park "feel" to my operation.
2. In May, I will be losing my train mechanic. Again, this is a part time position that would be ideal for a retired
or not so retired person that has a knack for fixing mechanical things, especially trains!
My contact information is below. E-mail is the best way to make the initial contact.
RMisrack@hermannpark.org
713-528-0827
http://www.hermannpark.org/
http://www.facebook.com/HermannPark
http://www.twitter.com/HermannPark

Station Stops
February 1, 2011- San Jacinto Railroad Club Meeting, Bayland Community Center - Tracy Mitchell will present a slide show on
the C&S and Denver & South Park narrow gauge lines of Colorado
February 19, 2011 – Train Show, Stafford Center – NEED YOUR HELP
March 18-20, 2011 – Layout Design and Operation Weekend, Tulsa, OK
June 9-12, 2011 – LSR Convention, Lubbock
July 3-9, 2011 – NMRA National Convention, Sacramento, CA
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Henri Morris
TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS.

I regularly have to travel in the US or Canada on business, and
although I fly most of the time, I have been able to travel on a
number of diesel, electric and even some steam hauled trains. I
regret that none were overnight trips, although I suspect that the
„romantic dinner‟ image as portrayed by Gene Wilder and the
late Jill Clayburgh in the movie „Silver Streak‟, is probably as
realistic as doing so on a Greyhound Bus.

Unlike my travels here, I have been fortunate enough to travel
on a number of overnight trains throughout South Africa and in
many parts of Europe including Great Britain, France, Germany,
Holland and of course Switzerland. In most instances, the sleeping compartments on these trains were luxurious and worth taking the time to savor, and even the meals tasted wonderful.

I believe that there is a hitherto unknown portion of the brain
that regardless of the elapsed time since the last meal, instantly
creates hunger pangs within minutes of the departure of a long
distance train, and that same cerebral area is capable of ensuring
that what could sometimes be an inedible meal, has the most
exquisite gourmet taste.

The beds in all of the compartments that I slept in, were diagonal
to the train tracks and after slipping into the pre-made and folded
bed linens, there was always a side-to-side rocking motion that
absolutely cannot be duplicated.

With their abundant trains, many of which are high-speed, rail
enthusiasts in Japan are a powerful consumer group and railway
companies create countless mascots that are for sale in station
shops around the country. Well, to capitalize on this craze, the
Washington Hotel in Akihabara (also known as Akiba), built an
elaborate model train set in one of their hotel rooms for people
who are fascinated with trains.

The lucky guest can play with model trains on the almost onehundred foot track, and there are two controllers so friends can
drive the trains together.
The real Shinkansen (high speed rail line) and the Akiba station
are both visible from the hotel room window, and although
model trains can be rented from the hotel, most guests apparently bring their own trains to use on the four-line track.
The first person to rent the room – which goes for close to $300
per night - was apparently a 23 year-old company employee and
he was followed by a man in his eighties. Since then, the room
has also been rented by mothers with their kids, so it‟s not just
strange, older guys with train obsessions!
If you intend going to Japan and want to stay in the room, make
sure that you book before you go. Reservations usually need to
be made at least one month in advance

.

Whether or not you travel by train, it can safely be said that in
virtually any city or town you visit, on whatever continent you
choose, you will find photo-snapping, souvenir hunting, modelbuying, or just plain train-travelling rail-fans. Some are fullscale, 1:1 enthusiasts, while others are model train aficionado‟s
like us, but we all have one thing in common – a love of trains.

I recently came across something truly unique though – something that made me sit up and realize just how pervasive this
hobby is. The recent Model Railroader articles about Rod Stewart mentioned that he has a table put into every hotel room in
which he stays so that he can build his train models while on the
road. Well, a hotel in Japan has gone one better! They have an
actual working train layout in a hotel room.
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January 2011 Meeting Minutes
Meeting minutes January 4, 2011

Robert Ashcraft volunteered to bring the treats in February.
Treasurer's report, Gilbert Freitag:

President Bob Werre called the meeting to order at 7:00PM and
introduced our visitors. Derail editor Bob Sabol introduced his
co-worker Kathryn Monds who has been of great help putting
the publication together.

Expenses: none
Income: $1080 GHTS Table Sales
$6054.96 Ending balance with all bills paid.
LSR:

Bob Werre passed around sign-up sheets for positions that still
need filled for the upcoming Train Show. If everyone volunteers
for an hour in some area, we should have everything covered
without over burdening a few members.
Steve Sandifer had a show and tell presentation of a
“guardsman” or brakeman lantern from the 1900's.
Vice president Don Formanek introduced the night's presentations:
Don McClelland from Kingwood presented video of “British
Steam” from the 50's & 60's. Don also showed footage of some
present day, British home layouts, modeling British steam from
this era. There was a movie: “Heyday of British Steam” which
included several shots in London. It include various types of
steam locomotives, including both tank and coal fired. The two
layouts shown were; “The Gresley Beat” and the “Kingstone”
February's presentation will be on soldering by Steve Sandifer.
March's will be on the McKenzie Bros tree making machine by
Craig Brantley.
Bob asked for a volunteer to be a Facebook moderator for the
club and Peter Howell stepped up.
Steve Sandifer will be collecting data next month for the next
club director to be published. Steve also presented the club with
the idea of getting club golf shirts printed. “Russ's Stuff” offers a
5oz poly/cotton blend with a pocket and an embroidered logo for
$26.00, $30.00 with your name on it. XXL sizes cost and extra
$5.00. The setup fee will be about $50.00. Hats run about
$15.00. Peter B., Robert A., and Steve S. volunteered to investigate further.

no report
Division 8:
no report
NMRA:
no report
DeRail:
Bob Sabol needs articles. May do a brief write-up on what and
why you do in the hobby. The 15th of each month is the deadline for the next issue. Always use Word format if possible. The
Derail is distributed by email only.
Old Business:
none
New Business:
Don Bozman announced that the layout in Texas Childrens Hospital has reached over 20,000 hours of operation in 7 years.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45PM
General comments: 58 people were present at the meeting.

-Respectfully submitted, Gilbert Freitag, Secretary / Treasurer

Great Houston Train Show: David Currey announced the 7 clinics lined up to date: Bob Sabol-Getting Started, Robert PierceUP Steam Around Houston, Steve Sandifer-Howard Branch of
the ATSF, Dennis McGonigle-Hand-on Scenery, Greg JohnsonHouston Dock RR Modeling, Art Borman-Modeling Thurmond,
and Doug Weiscopf-Houston:Where 18 R.R.'s Meet The Sea.
Refreshments were thanks to Bob Barnett and Virgina Freitag.
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Bill Linson’s Eulogy for Dean Freytag
Flags are flying at half staff today over model railroads
throughout Ohio and beyond, mourning the passing of
model railroad legend Dean Freytag.
Freytag, 86, passed away Christmas night at the assisted
living facility in Ashland, OH, where he had resided for the
past 11 months. He leaves a sister Carol, a brother-in-law
Jim, and a niece and nephew. He was preceded in death by
wife Ann Elizabeth (Davies) in 1999.
Dean had four loves in his life. In no particular order, they
were Ann, railroading, steel mills, and Ashland University.
It is to the latter he left most
of his estate, being honored
with the grandstands in their
new football stadium being
named in his and Ann's
honor. He was a lifetime
member of the National
Model Railroad Association,
a Master Model Railroader,
and the contest director for
that organization for a number of years. Interestingly, he
never attended Ashland University, never worked on a
railroad, refused to ride on
the trains calling them roughriding and dusty, and never
ever worked in a steel mill.
But he probably knew more about the steel-making processes than many who did work in the industry. He was a
prolific modeler of all things about railroading, but especially steel mills. Indeed, it was steel that dominated the 13'
x 38' main room of his HO model railroad. His models of
the various components of the steel mills that dominated the
landscape in what he called the "Ruhr Valley of the United
States" -- that section of the country between Cleveland and
Pittsburgh -- are the prototypes for the the Walthers series
of steel-making structures used by modelers throughout the
world.
Freytag was an author of at least two books used extensively in modeling, "The Cyclopedia of Industrial Modeling" and "The History, Making & Modeling of Steel", and
his "how-to" articles appeared in the modeling press frequently over the past 50 years. He was published in Model
Railroader, the leading model railroading magazine, more
than 50 times. His manuscripts were "banged out" -- literally -- in all caps on a manual typewriter, as were his letters, notes and even post cards.

Dean was a proponent of working with styrene -- he was
featured in an instructional video about styrene -- and Plastruct shapes, and virtually everything he built was from
scratch and/or kit bashed. He seldom, if ever, felt the structural "iron work" of bridge and industry models were
"heavy" enough and nearly always "beefed them up" with
his beloved Plastruct components. His modeling transcended craftsmanship into art. His discerning eye saw a
steel mill ladle in the discarded cap from a whiskey bottle,
the conveyor belt rollers in the used throw-away razor blade
guards, and literally dozens of other such applications. Not
always the most patient of teachers, he nevertheless was a
mentor to dozens -- maybe
even hundreds -- of modelers,
and to listen to and learn from
Dean was to learn from a master.
Not to think he was one or two
dimensional, Dean was a avid
reader of war novels -- particularly World War II in
which he served -- and deeply
interested in Civil War history, having visited the battlefields on numerous occasions.
He wore out two exercycles,
putting thousands of miles on
each of them as he watched
the Cleveland Browns and
Cleveland Cavaliers. He always had cats that were given railroad names, i.e.,
"Smokey", "Cinders",and Chessie".
He spent a lot of time on the telephone with modeling
friends all over the country discussing a myriad of topics,
but usually related to railroading. It was Dean Freytag who
put train watching into perspective when he once said to
someone questioning the time spent, "I'm with friends who
share interests, we're sitting outside in lovely weather and
when there aren't trains going by we discuss the world, the
economy, football, and all sorts of things."
The lights are dimmed on Dean Freytag's South Ridge
Lines, and fires are out at his Davies Steel complex. Model
railroading has lost an icon, and I have lost a friend."
Yes, we all have.
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Nasa’s Aviation Reporting System Improves Railroad Safety
The Aviation Safety Reporting System (ASRS) at NASA‟s
Ames Research Center in Moffett Field, CA is serving as a
model to create a similar safety reporting system for the Federal Railroad Association (FRA). The ASRS collects, analyzes, and responds to voluntarily submitted aviation safety
incident reports in order to lessen the likelihood of aviation
accidents. The system helped create the FRA‟s new Confidential Close Call Reporting System, which allows employees to voluntarily and anonymously report “close call” inci-

improvements is a welcome recognition of the successs of
ASRS and its numerous improvements to aviation safety,”
said NASA ASRS Director Linda Connell.

dents that could have resulted in an accident or injury.

to get accidents down to zero.”

During its 34 year history, the ASRS has been highly successful. Each year, the ASRS receives approximately 56,000
aviation safety reports from frontline aviation personnel, including pilots, air traffic controllers, dispatchers, mechanics,
and flight attendants. “The replication of the ASRS system in
the railroad industry to provide assistance in realizing safety

For more information about the Aviation Safety Reporting
System, visit http://asrs.arc.nasa.gov/

Amtrak recently joined the reporting program, along with the
Canadian Pacific Railway, Union Pacific Railway, and the
New Jersey transit System. “The ASRS was chosen to be the
model for the new pilot because it has been a proven successful model,” said Karen Rae, Deputy Administrator of the Department of Transportation. “We‟re addressing human factors

Originally printed as part of “NASA Tech Briefs”, January
2011
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San Jac RR Club Meetings take place
the first Tuesday of each month

Bayland Community Center
6400 Bissonnet St. Houston,Tx
Click here for directions

Visitors are always welcome!

Officers
President: Bob Werre
Bob@BobWphoto.com
Vice-President: Don Formanek
locogeared@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Gilbert Freitag
gilbertfreitag@att.net
Director: Arthur Penny
apenny@flash.net
Division 8 Rep: Tracy Mitchell
traymit@comcast.net

Derail Staff
Editor: Bob Sabol
bsabol@stillmeadow.com
Production: Kathryn Monds
kmonds@stillmeadow.com
Regular Contributors:
Henri Morris
morris-hou@att.net
Arthur Penny
apenny@flash.net

sanjac.leoslair.com
Do Not Use www.

On behalf of Kathryn Monds and myself I want to thank you for all the positive comments many of you made since we began to work on the Derail. It
has been fun for us and we look forward to producing a monthly newsletter
which reflects the needs of our club.
One regular column we would like to do is have a monthly feature highlighting our members and their involvement in model trains. We can do this only
if you put together a small (or long) piece about how you became interested
in our hobby, something about your layout (if you have one), the layout (s)
you once had, or your dream layout of the future. If you‟re a rail fan, into
live steam or anything else related to trains would also be a nice touch to any
article. One article a month could give us copy for at least 5 years if everyone participated. If we receive (and I hope we do) many articles we would
publish them one monthly in order that they are received. If you feel you not
a writer we would help you if you supply us pertinent information. Articles
received in Microsoft Word would be preferred.
At some point it would be nice to have regular articles on modeling tips.
This is pertinent since many of us have railroads under construction. I know
we can find out anything on line but to make this our newsletter some membership input would be great. This idea is a work in progress.
Our newsletter will only be as good as the material received by our members.
The deadline for stories is the 15th of the month preceding publication. We
are open to any suggestions.
Bob Sabol

Webmaster: Jim Lemmond

Wanted

Don’t forget!

Anyone interested in going to the Layout Design and Operations

Feb 1 Meeting

Weekend in Tulsa, Oklahoma March 18, 19, 20

CO Narrow
Gauge

See pages 4-7 in the December Derail for further details.

Presented by
Tracy Mitchell

Please contact me. I am looking for carpoolers/room sharers.
Don Formanek
281/821-9876 locogeared@gmail.com

8

